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Grace teaches us to rely on God’s provisions which are outlined in the 
mandates, the principles, the promises; in the doctrines of Scripture
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Grace or confidence in our own resources;         “but not both”

Orienting our thinking to Grace

Relying on the sufficiency of God supply:

Demonic influence that energized Paul’s persecutors

2 Corinthians 11:22–33 (NKJV)
22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I. 
23 Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in 
prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 
24 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 
25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in 
the deep; 
26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in 
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 
27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—
28 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. 
29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation? 
30 If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my infirmity. 
31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 
32 In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to 
arrest me; 
33 but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands. 

Grace: what is it? it is God’s policy for dealing with man on the principle of non-meritorious blessing

Contextual interpretation:
Versus 2 through 5 must, and can only be understood in the context in which it is nested!

2 Corinthians 12:1-13 (NKJV)

1 It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and revelations of the 
Lord: 
2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do 
not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven. 
3 And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows—
4 how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 
5 Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my infirmities. 
6 For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of 
me above what he sees me to be or hears from me. 

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a 
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 

8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 

9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore 
most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong. 

11 I have become a fool in boasting; you have compelled me. For I ought to have been commended by 
you; for in nothing was I behind the most eminent apostles, though I am nothing. 
12 Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in 
signs and wonders and mighty deeds. 
13 For what is it in which you were inferior to other churches, except that I myself was not burdensome to you? Forgive me 
this wrong!

Grace is the outworking of the unmerited loving kindness and favor of God toward man.

It has to do with the character of God:

Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)
14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.

Only due to God’s love:

John 3:16 (NKJV)
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.

False apostles having transformed themselves into ministers of righteousness, through 
deceptive words, were attempting to lure the Corinthian church into believing a lie:

2 Corinthians 10:1–18 (NKJV)
1 Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—who in presence am lowly among 
you, but being absent am bold toward you. 
2 But I beg you that when I am present I may not be bold with that confidence by which I intend to be bold against some, 
who think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. 
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 
4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 
5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of 
God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 
6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled. 

7 Do you look at things according to the outward appearance? 

If anyone is convinced in himself that he is Christ’s, let him again consider this in himself, that just as he is Christ’s, even so 
we are Christ’s. 
8 For even if I should boast somewhat more about our authority, which the Lord gave us for edification and not for your 
destruction, I shall not be ashamed—
9 lest I seem to terrify you by letters. 
10 “For his letters,” they say, “are weighty and powerful, but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.” 
11 Let such a person consider this, that what we are in word by letters when we are absent, such we will also be in deed 
when we are present. 
12 For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with         those who commend themselves.                But they, 
measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. 
13 We, however, will not boast beyond measure, but within the limits of the sphere which God appointed us—a sphere 
which especially includes you. 
14 For we are not overextending ourselves (as though our authority did not extend to you), for it was to you that we came 
with the gospel of Christ; 
15 not boasting of things beyond measure, that is, in other men’s labors, but having hope, that as your faith is increased, 
we shall be greatly enlarged by you in our sphere, 
16 to preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man’s sphere of accomplishment. 
17 But “he who glories, let him glory in the Lord.” 
18 For not he who commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends.

2 Corinthians 11:1–21 (NKJV)
1 Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly—and indeed you do bear with me. 
2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ. 
3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived  Eve  by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ. 
4 For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you 
have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it! 
5 For I consider that I am not at all inferior to the most eminent apostles. 
6 Even though I am untrained in speech, yet I am not in knowledge. But we have been thoroughly manifested among you in 
all things. 
7 Did I commit sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you free of 
charge? 
8 I robbed other churches, taking wages from them to minister to you. 
9 And when I was present with you, and in need, I was a burden to no one, for what I lacked the brethren who came from 
Macedonia supplied. And in everything I kept myself from being burdensome to you, and so I will keep myself. 
10 As the truth of Christ is in me, no one shall stop me from this boasting in the regions of Achaia. 
11 Why? Because I do not love you? God knows! 
12 But what I do, I will also continue to do, that I may cut off the opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be 
regarded just as we are in the things of which they boast. 
13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 
14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 
15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers 
of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works. 
16 I say again, let no one think me a fool. If otherwise, at least receive me as a fool, that I also may boast a little. 
17 What I speak, I speak not according to the Lord, but as it were, foolishly, in this confidence of boasting. 
18 Seeing that many boast according to the flesh, I also will boast. 
19 For you put up with fools gladly, since you yourselves are wise! 
20 For you put up with it if one brings you into bondage, if one devours you, if one takes from you, if one exalts himself, if 
one strikes you on the face. 
21 To our shame I say that we were too weak for that! But in whatever anyone is bold—I speak foolishly—I am bold also. 

2 Corinthians 11:12–15 (NKJV)
12 But what I do, I will also continue to do, that I may cut off the opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be 
regarded just as we are in the things of which they boast. 
13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 
14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 
15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers 
of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works. 

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the 
flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above 
measure. 

Paul’s 
conclusion to 
the principle of 
grace

10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong. 

LN 13.126 τελέωc; τελειόωf; τελείωσιςb, εως f: to cause 
to happen for some end result—‘to make 
happen, to fulfill, to bring to fruition, to accomplish, fulfillment.’
τελέωc: καὶ ἐπιθυμίαν σαρκὸς οὐ μὴ τελέσητε ‘and you will 
not accomplish what the flesh desires’ or ‘… the desires of the 
body’ Ga 5:16.

5457 τελειόω (teleioō)

The opposite of dependence 
on God’s grace at salvation 
is:

Self-righteousness / good 
deeds

Orienting our thought processes to reality,
not the arrogance of human will or human abilities

Aligning our thinking with God’s gracious abundant provisions

Philippians 3:4–10 (NKJV)
4 though I also might have 
confidence in the flesh. If anyone 
else thinks he may have 
confidence in the flesh, I 
more so: 
5 circumcised the eighth day, of 
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; concerning the law, a 
Pharisee; 
6 concerning zeal, persecuting 
the church; concerning the 
righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless. 
7 But what things were gain to 
me, these I have counted loss for 
Christ. 
8 Yet indeed I also count all 
things loss for the excellence of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and count 
them as rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ 
9 and be found in Him, not having 
my own righteousness, which is 
from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which is from God 
by faith; 
10 that I may know Him and the 
power of His resurrection, and the 
fellowship of His sufferings, being 
conformed to His death,

Paul’s credentials to trust 
in his own abilities

Faith, is a transitive verb

Context: the thorn 
in the flesh is 
sandwiched in the 
middle of the 
distresses 
communicated

James 1:2–4 (NKJV)
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into 
various trials, 
3 knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces patience. 
4 But let patience have its perfect work, 

that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking nothing. 68.23 τέλειοςd, α, ον: pertaining to that which is 

fully accomplished or finished—‘complete, finished.’ ἡ 
δὲ ὑπομονὴ ἔργον τέλειον ἐχέτω ‘but be sure that patience completes its 
work’ Jas 1:4.

3 Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 
Galatians 3:3 (NKJV)

The Christian life is based on understanding 
the sufficiency of God’s provision

2 Peter 1:2–4 (NKJV)
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 
3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 
4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through 
these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust.
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9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore 
most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

Grace is the supply of God for the 
present situation or circumstance.

Faith relies on the promises, 
principles and mandates that God 

has provided by grace.

The power supply for Paul’s life 
was the supply of God’s 

methods

Prideful jealousy

God’s method of humility

A look back at chapter 10:17
17 But “he who glories, let him glory in the Lord.” 
Paul’s evident reluctance to own his personal experience, 
flies in the face of those who through greedy hunger for 
praise of men, they vehemently insist on blaring some 
mystical experience

Boasting of 
apostolic 

supernatural 
experiences

Some of the Corinthians were being influenced 
by false apostles.

For the first time Paul inserts this experience 
from 14 years previous, though it only had 

meaning to him personally. 
This experience probably served as a constant 

reminder: 

2 Corinthians 4:17 (NKJV)
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory,

 
But this experience was for him alone and no 

one else.

Paul argues only through humility and reliance 
on the grace of God, that the power of God can 

be present.
Paul’s third-person opening at first may suggest a 
story about someone else he knows. However:

1. that would not serve any purpose in his dispute 
with his Corinthian opponents who are challenging 
him personally. 

2. His exact knowledge of the vision’s date, 

3. his dithering about how it actually took place 
would not be a point to bring up unless it was 
concerning himself

4. and his linkage of it to the thorn in his flesh (12:7) 
make it indisputable that this vision occurred to him.

5. And it’s nested in first person language, before 
and behind.

Though Paul could boast of such 
a personal mystical experience, 
ecstatic heavenly visions, which 
his opponents valued, are 
treated in satirical fashion as 
having no value in 
authenticating one’s apostleship. 

Paul’s readers would have 
understood his point.

11 I have become a fool in boasting; you have compelled me. For I ought to have been commended by you; for 
in nothing was I behind the most eminent apostles, though I am nothing. 
12 Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in 
signs and wonders and mighty deeds. 
13 For what is it in which you were inferior to other churches, except that I myself was not burdensome to you? Forgive me this 
wrong!

God testified of Paul’s 
apostleship through signs and 
wonders/empirical evidence

Grace?Grace?Grace?
Is God’s policy for dealing with man on the principle of non-meritorious blessing

7 Do you look at things according to the outward appearance?

those who commend themselves.

2 Corinthians 5:12 
(NKJV)
12 For we do not 
commend ourselves 
again to you, but give 
you opportunity to boast 
on our behalf, that you 
may have an answer for 
those who boast in 
appearance and not in 
heart.

Grace?Grace?Grace?
Is God’s policy for dealing with man on the principle of non-meritorious blessing

Grace teaches us to rely on God’s provisions which are outlined in the mandates, the 
principles, the promises; in the doctrines of Scripture

A paradox

But I restrain from saying too much about 
the experience

Of an experience like that I am prepared to boast


