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All mankind is condemned due to unrighteousness: Romans 1:18-3:20

Key word: Righteousness

God’s Provision of righteousness to the human race, Jesus Christ 
(3:21-5:21)

The righteousness in which we are to grow (6:1-8:39)

God’s righteousness vindicated (9-11)

How Righteousness Manifests Itself (12:1-15:13)

Conclusion (15:14-16:27)

The Gentiles (1:18-32)

The Jews (2:1-3:18)

God’s righteous judgment (2:1-16)

Authentic Jewishness is inward (2:17-29)

The faithfulness of God (3:1-7)

Romans 1:18 (ESV) 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 

All People (3:9-20)

Received through faith in Christ (3:21-31)

God’s provision of righteousness illustrated: Abraham, the great example of faith (4:1-25) 

The results of imputed righteousness (5:1-21)

Peace and hope (5:1-8)

Reconciliation (5:9-11)

The gift of righteousness (5:12-21)

No longer slaves to sin (6:1-23)

Dead to sin, alive in Christ (6:1-14)

Slaves to righteousness (6:15-23)

No longer condemned by the law (7:1-25)

Living in the Spirit (8:1-39)

The justice of rejection (9:1-29)

Because of Israel’s rejection (9:30-10:21)

Some Alleviating Factors (11:1-36)

The Rejection Is Not Total (11:1-10)

The Rejection Is Not Final (11:11-24)

The Salvation of All Israel (11:25-36)

Among Believers (12:1-21)

In the Word (13:1-14)

Among the weak and the strong (14:1-15:13)

The purpose of Romans:

To explain God’s demand for absolute righteousness

To explain man’s lack of righteousness

To explain God’s gracious provision of his righteousness, to satisfy his demand

Key verse:  The theme of this epistle. How someone becomes 
righteous by faith, and what that life looks like

Romans 1:16–17 (ESV)
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 
17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by 
faith.”   The one who is righteous by faith shall live.

Romans 2:28–29 (ESV)
28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 
29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His 
praise is not from man but from God.

Romans 3:9–20 (ESV)
9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews 
and Greeks, are under sin, 
10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 
11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 
12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 
13 “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their 
lips.” 
14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 
17 and the way of peace they have not known.” 
18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin.

Romans 3:21–22 (ESV)
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— 
22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:

Romans 4:3 (ESV)
3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”
Genesis 15:6 (ESV)
6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Key verses to understanding the logic

Romans 5:12–13 (ESV)
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all sinned— 
13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law.
Romans 5:19 (ESV)
19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience 
the many will be made righteous.

Conclusion:
Romans 5:20–21 (ESV)
20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 
21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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The character of God
Righteousness, Justice and Love

The righteousness of God is the standard of his character.

The justice of God is the application of the standard to all his creatures mankind and Angels alike.

The love of God is what initiates his actions to all his intelligent creation. 

The love of God initiated the means by which man could meet the divine standard

John 3:16 (ESV)
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.

What the righteousness of God demands, the justice of God supplies!

What the righteousness of God approves, the justice of God blesses.

What the righteousness of God rejects, the justice of God condemns.

Romans 3:26 (ESV)
26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the 
one who has faith in Jesus.

Our condemnation is not based on personal sin, but 
rather the sin of Adam.

We are sinners not because we sin, but because we are 
born genetically sinners through Adam, it is our nature to 
sin.

Ephesians 2:3 (ESV)
3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of 
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like 
the rest of mankind.
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The doctrine of 
imputation

Imputation, Definition: the operation of the justice 
of God motivated by divine love, in ascribing 
reckoning or crediting something to someone, for 
cursing or for blessing.

Real Imputation:

This reckoning of Adam’s sin to his race is a real imputation, rather than a 
judicial imputation. This divine principle of reckoning is clearly indicated in 
Hebrews 7:9–10, where Levi, who as a priest was supported by the tithes of 
the people, did, nevertheless, pay tithes when Abraham paid tithes to 
Melchizedek since he was as a great grandson in the loins of father Abraham.

Hebrews 7:9–10 (ESV)
9 One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes 
through Abraham, 
10 for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.

Credits to that person something that belongs to him, that he has affinity 
with.
What’s imputed and the object of that imputation have something in 
common.
There is an attraction between what is received and the person that received 
it.

Romans 5:12–13 (ESV)
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 
Ephesians 2:3 (ESV)
3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out 
the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind.

7 Types of Imputation:

Five real imputations: Because there is affinity with what’s imputated 
and its object. 

Human life to the soul at birth: 
Genesis 2:7 (KJV 1900)
7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.
Job 33:4 (KJV 1900)
4 The Spirit of God hath made me, And the breath of the Almighty hath 
given me life.

Adams Original Sin to the sin nature at birth: Romans 5:12-21
Romans 5:12 (KJV 1900)
12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
Romans 5:21 (KJV 1900)
21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.

Eternal life imputed to the human spirit at the moment of salvation:
1 John 5:12–13 (KJV 1900)
12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life. 
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may 
believe on the name of the Son of God.

God’s blessings to the maturing believer are imputed to us. We do not 
earn these blessings, but rather we are able to handle them as we grow 
spiritually.
Ephesians 1:3 (ESV)
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
1 Corinthians 2:9–11 (ESV)
9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 
heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love 
him”— 
10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God. 
11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, 
which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God.

Blessings in eternity are imputed to the resurrected body:
2 Corinthians 5:10 (ESV)
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evil.

To Judicial Imputations:

Our personal sins to Christ on the cross:
Romans 8:31–32 (ESV)
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 
32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will 
he not also with him graciously give us all things?

Christ’s perfect righteousness to the believer at the point of salvation:
Romans 4:3–5 (ESV)
3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness.” 
4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as 
his due. 
5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness,
2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV)
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.

Judicial imputation:

Jesus Christ being the perfect Lamb of God, was born into this world without 
a sin nature. He did not have any affinity with sin.

The sins of the world were credited to Jesus’s account on the cross

Understanding the 
Spiritual Life

Imputation as its translated in the New American Standard Bible 95
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