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   2 Corinthians 3:6 we are ministers of the new covenant ?   
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One characteristic defining “New Covenant”: is complete salvation for all Israel in the millennial kingdom:

In relation to the new covenant there are finality, and all inclusive terms communicated over and again by the 

Old Testament prophets:

The blessing component
Two blessings: the lesser & the greater

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (ESV)         Primary new covenant passage 

Unique language only connected to the second return of Christ, with the gathering of Israel from the 
nations, and in the millennial kingdom.

 How does the church relate to the new covenant? 
Paul ministers future covenant characteristics:

New Testament reference to all Israel being saved during the millennial reign of Christ:
Paul only and always recognizes Israel, as ethnic Israel, his kinsman according to the flesh

Romans 11:1–5 (NKJV)
1 I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
2 God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, 
saying, 
3 “Lord, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life”? 
4 But what does the divine response say to him? “I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 
5 Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace.

The church’s relationship to the new covenant:
The Jews to whom Jesus was communicating this new covenant, would understand it through the writings of Jeremiah, Isaiah and Ezekiel

Luke 22:20 (NKJV)
20 Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.

1 Corinthians 11:25 (NKJV)
25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”

Isaiah 61:8–9 (NKJV)
8 “For I, the Lord, love justice; I hate robbery for burnt offering; I will direct their work in truth, And will make with them an everlasting 
covenant. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the Gentiles, And their offspring among the people. All who see them shall acknowledge them, 
That they are the posterity whom the Lord has blessed.”

Isaiah 59:21 (NKJV)
21 “As for Me,” says the Lord, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall 
not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your 
descendants’ descendants,” says the Lord, “from this time and forevermore.”

Jeremiah 32:40–41 (NKJV)
40 And I will make an  everlasting covenant  with them, that I will not turn away from doing them good; but I will put My fear in their 
hearts so that they will not depart from Me. 
41 Yes, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will assuredly plant them in this land, with all My heart and with all My soul.’

Ezekiel 16:60–63 (NKJV)
60 “Nevertheless I will remember My covenant with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish an  everlasting covenant  with you. 
61 Then you will remember your ways and be ashamed, when you receive your older and your younger sisters; for I will give them to you for 
daughters, but not because of My covenant with you. 
62 And I will establish My covenant with you. Then you shall know that I am the Lord, 
63 that you may remember and be ashamed, and never open your mouth anymore because of your shame, when I provide 
you an atonement for all you have done,” says the Lord God.’ ”

Ezekiel 36:26–27 (NKJV)
26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 
27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments 
and do them.

Romans 11:11–36                    The blessing component
Two blessings: the lesser & the greater

Paul doesn’t refer to the church as “the Israel of God”

Galatians 6:12-16 
Galatians 6:12–16 (NKJV)
12 As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. 
13 For not even those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. 
14 But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation. 
16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.

2 Corinthians 3:6 (NKJV)

6 who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life.

Hebrews: has a Jewish audience

Hebrews 7:22 (NKJV)
22 by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant.

Isaiah 42:6 (NKJV)
6 “I, the Lord, have called You in righteousness, And will hold Your hand; I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people, As a light to the 
Gentiles,
Isaiah 49:8 (NKJV)
8 Thus says the Lord: “In an acceptable time I have heard You, And in the day of salvation I have helped You; I will preserve You and give 
You As a covenant to the people, To restore the earth, To cause them to inherit the desolate heritages;

It was built into the old covenant, to be replaced by the new

Hebrews 8:6–13 (NKJV)
6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was 
established on better promises. 
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second. 

8 Because finding fault with them, He says: “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah—
9 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 
because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says the Lord. 
10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws in their mind and write 
them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
11 None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest 
of them. 
12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” 

13 In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready 
to vanish away.

The only point Paul brings out in this verse: is that Jesus is the mediator of the new covenant, and pays redemption price for the 
transgression/sin under the first covenant

Hebrews 9:15 (NKJV)
15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first 
covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

The point of the discourse is the blood of the covenant: he draws a conclusion in verse 29 there will be judgment for those who 
have trampled under feet the blood of the covenant
Hebrews 10:16–29 (NKJV)
16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write 
them,” 
17 then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” 
18 Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin. 
19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
20 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 
21 and having a High Priest over the house of God, 
22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 
24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 
25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 
26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 
27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 
28 Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the 
covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?

Hebrews 12:24 (NKJV)

24 to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.
Hebrews 13:20 (NKJV)
20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant,

God is perfect righteousness!

God’s standard is the perfect righteousness of his character.
His standard of perfect righteousness is what he requires from mankind. Which can only be fulfilled through faith in Jesus Christ

The Mosaic covenant / The Law, reflected God’s standard for the children of Israel to function as a society, In service and obedience to Him:
1. Through the legal ethical and moral system for Israel to interact as individuals in society.
2. Through the sacrificial system, which provided God’s standard for worship, and to restore fellowship after transgression of the law.

The legal ethical and moral system, & the sacrificial system provided by God under the law, Separating the Jews from the Gentiles, giving the 
Jews alone, direct access to God by means of the method provided in the law.

Jesus Christ is that seed promised in the blessing component of the Abrahamic covenant!

In the way that Jesus Christ functioned as a man in obedience to the law, and reliance on the Holy Spirit: He fulfilled the law in its entirety, and 
satisfied the perfect righteousness of God.

In so doing he became the perfect Lamb of God without blemish, qualifying him to pay the penalty under the law for all mankind, Jews and 
Gentiles alike!

When Jesus Christ shed his blood on the cross, the curtain of the Temple was torn in two; (Signifying the tearing down of the middle wall of 
partition which separated the Jews from the Gentiles) , in so doing He providing access to God for all, both Jew and Gentile.

From the time of Abraham until Christ, only Jews could approach God through the way provided.

By fulfilling the law in its entirety Jesus Christ did away with the law, separating the Jews and Gentiles.

Jesus Christ is now able to bless Gentiles along with believing Jews through faith in him. 

Jewishness is no longer an issue, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, when Jesus will again turn his attention to the children of Israel 
and establish them as an obedient nation, once and for all !

The consequence

Paul’s definition for Israel:
Romans 9:3–4 (ESV)
3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 
4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises.

Looking to the 
future: the natural 

branches will be 

grafted back in

The church age is under the blessing component of the 
Abrahamic covenant” ?

There’s a unique and distinct outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on the Jews in the millennium kingdom; from the 
Christians of the church age.

Israel’s refusal to repent, 
brought great riches to 
the Gentiles

Reference to the 
blessing 
component for the 
Gentiles, in the 
Abrahamic covenantVrs 16  two metaphors 

describing Blessings

Romans 9-11 Paul 
refers to ethnic Israel
11 times

Olive tree grafted image

Only Jews could approach God in 
the Old Testament, but by virtue of 
the blessing component in 
Abrahamic covenant, Jesus Christ 
broke down the middle wall of 
separation/the law, now both Jew 
and Gentile have equal opportunity 
in the church age to approach God.

Indicates an ongoing practice

The last half of the sentence indicates 
the covenant will not come into 
Operation for a time

In another place Jesus says: “I will not 
drink of his cup with you again until I 
drink it with you in my father’s 
kingdom”

Doesn’t state that the church is a party to 
the contract

Believers in the Old Testament &
believers in the millennial kingdom

Conclusion:
Complete salvation for all Israel in the millennial kingdom:

Paul identifies 
the timing of 
the new 
covenant in 
verses 25-27

Doesn’t state 
that the church 
is a party to the 

contract

New covenant 
characteristics:

1. All Israel is saved.
2. Intuitive knowledge of 
God for all Israel.
3. Israel will not need to 
be taught about God.
4. Israel will inherit all 
the land of the promise.
5. Restoration of the 
earth.
6. The lion and the 
Lamb will lay down 
together.
7. Israel will have no 
enemies.

1. two parties to the 
contract 
2. how the contract is 
defined

New covenant is the 
fulfillment of God’s 

plan for Israel

The new covenant is established with a blood sacrifice

Punishment for those who
disregard the blood of the 
covenant, in the church 
age.

What happened on the day of Pentecost 
in acts chapter 2: is similar to what Israel 
is going to experience in the millennium; 
in a much greater way!

God’s purpose for Israel: to establish a 
nation for himself, as a testimony to all the 
nations of the earth, Demonstrating His 
abundant blessings for Obedient Israel

Deuteronomy 28:1–14 (ESV)
1 “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the 
Lord your God, being careful to do all his 
commandments that I command you today, 
the Lord your God will set you high above 
all the nations of the earth. 
2 And all these blessings shall come upon 
you and overtake you, if you obey the voice 
of the Lord your God. 
3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and 
blessed shall you be in the field. 
4 Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb 
and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of 
your cattle, the increase of your herds and 
the young of your flock. 
5 Blessed shall be your basket and your 
kneading bowl. 
6 Blessed shall you be when you come in, 
and blessed shall you be when you go out. 
7 “The Lord will cause your enemies who 
rise against you to be defeated before you. 
They shall come out against you one way 
and flee before you seven ways. 
8 The Lord will command the blessing on 
you in your barns and in all that you 
undertake. And he will bless you in the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you. 
9 The Lord will establish you as a people 
holy to himself, as he has sworn to you, if 
you keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God and walk in his ways. 
10 And all the peoples of the earth shall see 
that you are called by the name of the Lord, 
and they shall be afraid of you. 
11 And the Lord will make you abound in 
prosperity, in the fruit of your womb and in 
the fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of 
your ground, within the land that the Lord 
swore to your fathers to give you. 
12 The Lord will open to you his good 
treasury, the heavens, to give the rain to 
your land in its season and to bless all the 
work of your hands. And you shall lend to 
many nations, but you shall not borrow. 
13 And the Lord will make you the head and 
not the tail, and you shall only go up and not 
down, if you obey the commandments of the 
Lord your God, which I command you today, 
being careful to do them, 
14 and if you do not turn aside from any of 
the words that I command you today, to the 
right hand or to the left, to go after other 
gods to serve them.

Ephesians 2:14 (NKJV)
14 For He Himself is our 
peace, who has made 
both one, and has 
broken down the middle 
wall of separation,

Genesis 22:18 (NKJV)
18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because 
you have obeyed My voice.”

New Covenant
& blessings to the Gentiles

Paul quotes 
the entire new 
covenant 
passage in 
Jeremiah 31: 
only to make 
one point

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Complete salvation for all Israel

Because of God’s covenants with their forefathers
Psalm 89:33–37 (NKJV)
33 Nevertheless My lovingkindness I will 
not utterly take from him, Nor allow My 
faithfulness to fail. 
34 My covenant I will not break, Nor alter 
the word that has gone out of My lips. 
35 Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will 
not lie to David: 
36 His seed shall endure forever, And his 
throne as the sun before Me; 
37 It shall be established forever like the 
moon, Even like the faithful witness in the 
sky.” Selah

The land covenant: 
Deuteronomy 28-29

The Davidic covenant: 2 
Samuel 7

How are we ministers of the new covenant?  through the proleptic blessings in Jesus 
Christ, in advance of the operation and enactment of the new covenant blessings

How are we ministers of 
the new covenant?  
Through the proleptic blessings in 
Jesus Christ, in advance of the 
operation and enactment of the new 
covenant blessings

The lesser Blessing is bestowed in the 
church age, and the greater in the 

millennial reign of Christ

If the church age is the new 
covenant in operation, it 
certainly does not look 
anything like the new 

covenant prophesied by 
Jeremiah, Isaiah or Ezekiel

The covenant is to the Jews as a nation,
not individual Jews during the church age!

Indicating it’s yet in the future

Gentiles will need to be taught :

Isaiah 2:2–4 (NKJV)
2 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the 
mountain of the Lord’s house Shall be established on the 
top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; 
And all nations shall flow to it. 
3 Many people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up 
to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of 
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His 
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations, And rebuke many 
people; They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And 
their spears into pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore.
Micah 4:1–2 (NKJV)
1 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the 
mountain of the Lord’s house Shall be established on the 
top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; 
And peoples shall flow to it. 
2 Many nations shall come and say, “Come, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of 
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His 
paths.” For out of Zion the law shall go forth, And the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem.

Provision is made for the new covenant in the blood of Christ:

Luke 22:20 (NKJV)
20 Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
in My blood, which is shed for you.


