
Study for the believer

- 1 -

I.

A.

II.

A.

III.

A.

1.

a)

2.

3.

4.

IV.

Old testament interpretation:

Study for the believer

Nehemiah 8:1–18 (NKJV)
1 Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate; and they 
told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded Israel. 
2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly of men and women and all who could hear with 
understanding on the first day of the seventh month. 
3 Then he read from it in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate from morning until midday, before the 
men and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the 
Law. 
4 So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform of wood which they had made for the purpose; and beside him, at his right 
hand, stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Urijah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah; and at his left hand Pedaiah, Mishael, 
Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 
5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up. 
6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. Then all the people answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their 
hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 
7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, 
Pelaiah, and the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law; and the people stood in their place. 
8 So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them 
to understand the reading. 
9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people 
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn nor weep.” For all the people wept, when 
they heard the words of the Law. 
10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is 
prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
11 So the Levites quieted all the people, saying, “Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved.” 
12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink, to send portions and rejoice greatly, because they 
understood the words that were declared to them. 

First-generation study and understanding:

Present day study and understanding: 

Understanding through teaching the sense of the passage:

Acts 17:1–15 (NKJV)
1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 
synagogue of the Jews. 
2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
3 explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus 
whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 
4 And some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading 
women, joined Paul and Silas. 
5 But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men from the marketplace, and 
gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the 
people. 
6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These 
who have turned the world upside down have come here too. 
7 Jason has harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king
—Jesus.” 
8 And they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when they heard these things. 
9 So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let them go. 
10 Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the 
synagogue of the Jews. 
11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were 
so. 
12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men. 
13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was preached by Paul at Berea, they 
came there also and stirred up the crowds. 
14 Then immediately the brethren sent Paul away, to go to the sea; but both Silas and Timothy remained there. 
15 So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to 
him with all speed, they departed.

1 Corinthians 12:27–31 (NKJV)
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 
28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 
30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 
31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

1 Timothy 1:3–11 (NKJV)
3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no 
other doctrine, 
4 nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in 
faith. 
5 Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere 
faith, 
6 from which some, having strayed, have turned aside to idle talk, 

7 desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding neither what they say nor 
the things which they affirm. 

8 But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, 
9 knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the 
ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for 
manslayers, 
10 for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is 
contrary to sound doctrine, 
11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was committed to my trust.

2 Timothy 4:1–5 (NKJV)
1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His 
appearing and His kingdom: 
2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 
teaching. 
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because 
they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 
4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 
5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

2 Peter 2:1–3 (NKJV)
1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift 
destruction. 
2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 
3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, 
and their destruction does not slumber.

Ephesians 4:11–14 (NKJV)
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 
14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,
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Accountability: can only be through the plane since use of language

As in Nehemiah’s day / Old Testament times, we also give the sense of the reading:

Nehemiah 8:8 (NKJV)
8 So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, 
and helped them to understand the reading. 
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