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Ephesians 4:11–16 (NKJV)
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ, 
13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 

14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—
16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.
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The Purposes of the Tribulation, do not relate to the church:

Christ’s appearing & Trib

God’s abundant grace is present throughout the tribulation!

1. To execute judgment on wicked nations who have rejected Christ.

2. The purpose is to show the inability of Satan to rule the planet.

3. To provide time for an innumerable multitude to be saved. 
   
   4. To prepare the nation of Israel for the Messiah and His kingdom. 

The doctrine of Imminence:

Revelation 7:9–17 (NKJV)
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, 
peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 
10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11 All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and 
fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
12 saying: “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and 
might, Be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 
13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these 
arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” 
14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said to me, “These are 
the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. 
And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 
16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor 
any heat; 
17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living 
fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Jeremiah 30:1–11 (NKJV)
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 
2 “Thus speaks the Lord God of Israel, saying: ‘Write in a book for yourself all the words that 
I have spoken to you. 
3 For behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘that I will bring back from 
captivity My people Israel and Judah,’ says the Lord. ‘And I will cause them to 
return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.’ ” 
4 Now these are the words that the Lord spoke concerning Israel and Judah. 
5 “For thus says the Lord: ‘We have heard a voice of trembling, Of fear, and 
not of peace. 
6 Ask now, and see, Whether a man is ever in labor with child? So why do I 
see every man with his hands on his loins Like a woman in labor, And all faces 
turned pale? 

7 Alas! For that day is great, So that none is like it; And it is the 
time of Jacob’s trouble, But he shall be saved out of it. 
8 ‘For it shall come to pass in that day,’ Says the Lord of hosts, ‘That I 
will break his yoke from your neck, And will burst your bonds; Foreigners shall 
no more enslave them. 
9 But they shall serve the Lord their God, And David their king, Whom I will 
raise up for them. 
10 ‘Therefore do not fear, O My servant Jacob,’ says the Lord, ‘Nor be 
dismayed, O Israel; For behold, I will save you from afar, And your seed from 
the land of their captivity. Jacob shall return, have rest and be quiet, And no 
one shall make him afraid. 
11 For I am with you,’ says the Lord, ‘to save you; Though I make a full end of 
all nations where I have scattered you, Yet I will not make a complete end of 
you. But I will correct you in justice, And will not let you go altogether 
unpunished.’

Ezekiel 20:37–38 (NKJV)
37 “I will make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the 
covenant; 

38 I will purge the rebels from among you, and those who transgress against 
Me; I will bring them out of the country where they dwell, but they shall not 
enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the Lord.

Am I living every day with a sense of urgent expectancy?

Biblical definition: Jesus may return at any moment for church age 
believers 

Imminency essentially means, there is no prophesied or predicted event that 
must occur, before the Resurrection and Rapture of the church age 
believers. Christ can come at any moment; 

The time of His Appearing is unrevealed and uncertain.

No prophesied event must be fulfilled before the rapture!

James 5:7–9 (NKJV)
7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the 
early and latter rain. 
8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
at hand. 
9 Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge 
is standing at the door!

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (NKJV)
10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, 

even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 
come.

Philippians 3:20 (NKJV)
20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,

Titus 2:13 (NKJV)

13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ,

1 Corinthians 16:22 (NKJV)
22 If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, 
come!               Anticipating His arrival

Romans 13:11-14 (NKJV)
11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for 
now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.

Each day is closer

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.

At any moment Jesus is going to come back and we need to be prepared.

Conclusion:      Behavioral changes
13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in 
lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 
14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill 
its lusts.

Why? Because Jesus is coming back and when He comes back there is 
going to be accountability at the judgment seat of Christ. Now that is not put 
there as fear to scare people into obedience, but a realization of reality; that 
we will be held accountable and we need to live in light of that future.

Philippians 4:5 (NKJV)
5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.

1 John 2:28–29 (NKJV)
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we 
may have confidence and not be ashamed 
before Him at His coming. 
29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices 
righteousness is born of Him.

1 John 3:1–3 (NKJV)
1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be 
called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not 
know Him. 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we 
shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

A sense of expectancy

Running up to Revelation

Organizing knowledge for our thought process

Key memory verses
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14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

There’s no standard, 
or reference point for 
their doctrine; It’s just 
the opinions of men

wind

3.   To provide time for an innumerable multitude to be saved. 

Deuteronomy 4:25–31 (NKJV)
25 “When you beget children and 
grandchildren and have grown old in the 
land, and act corruptly and make a 
carved image in the form of anything, and 
do evil in the sight of the Lord your God to 
provoke Him to anger, 
26 I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day, that you will soon 
utterly perish from the land which you 
cross over the Jordan to possess; you will 
not prolong your days in it, but will be 
utterly destroyed. 
27 And the Lord will scatter you among 
the peoples, and you will be left few in 
number among the nations where the 
Lord will drive you. 
28 And there you will serve gods, the 
work of men’s hands, wood and stone, 
which neither see nor hear nor eat nor 
smell. 
29 But from there you will seek the Lord 
your God, and you will find Him if you 
seek Him with all your heart and with all 
your soul. 
30 When you are in distress, and all 
these things come upon you in the 
latter days, when you turn to the 
Lord your God and obey His voice 
31 (for the Lord your God is a merciful 
God), He will not forsake you nor destroy 
you, nor forget the covenant of your 
fathers which He swore to them.

Zechariah 12:10 (NKJV)
10 “And I will pour on the house of 
David and on the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and 
supplication; then they will look on 
Me whom they pierced. Yes, they 
will mourn for Him as one mourns 
for his only son, and grieve for Him 
as one grieves for a firstborn.

Moses Privacy: 
concerning Israel’s future 
rebellion

   4. To prepare the nation of Israel for the Messiah and His kingdom. 

Luke 13:34–35 (NKJV)
34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who 
kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to her! How often I wanted to 
gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, but 
you were not willing! 
35 See! Your house is left to you 
desolate; and assuredly, I say to 
you, you shall not see Me until 
the time comes when you say, 
‘Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord!’ ”

THE Tribulation is for Israel

The church has always experienced tribulation; but it will not experience 

THE Tribulation

Daniel 12:1–3 (NKJV)
1 “At that time Michael shall 
stand up, The great prince who 

stands watch over the sons 
of your people; And 
there shall be a time of trouble, Such 
as never was since there was a 
nation, Even to that time. And at that 

time your people shall be 
delivered, Every one who is found 
written in the book. 

 Suggested; 
key memory 
verse

Romans 12:9–13 (NASB95)
9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 
10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 

11 not lagging behind in diligence, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 

12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 
13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.

Biblical definition:

Though some prophecies may 
be fulfilled (unrelated to the church)

In preparation for the tribulation

Ezekiel 22:17–22 (NKJV)
17 The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
18 “Son of man, the house of Israel has become dross to Me; they are all bronze, tin, iron, and lead, in the midst of a 
furnace; they have become dross from silver. 
19 Therefore thus says the Lord God: ‘Because you have all become dross, therefore behold, I will gather you into 
the midst of Jerusalem. 
20 As men gather silver, bronze, iron, lead, and tin into the midst of a furnace, to blow fire on it, to melt it; so I will 
gather you in My anger and in My fury, and I will leave you there and melt you. 
21 Yes, I will gather you and blow on you with the fire of My wrath, and you shall be melted in its midst. 
22 As silver is melted in the midst of a furnace, so shall you be melted in its midst; then you shall know that I, the Lord, 
have poured out My fury on you.’ ”

Ezekiel 36:22–24 (NKJV)
22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “I do not do this for your sake, O house of Israel, but 
for My holy name’s sake, which you have profaned among the nations wherever you went. 
23 And I will sanctify My great name, which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their 
midst; and the nations shall know that I am the Lord,” says the Lord God, “when I am hallowed in you before their eyes. 
24 For I will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land.

Zephaniah 2:1–2 (NKJV)
1 Gather yourselves together, yes, gather together, O undesirable nation, 

2 Before the decree is issued, Or the day passes like chaff, Before the Lord’s fierce anger comes upon you, Before 
the day of the Lord’s anger comes upon you!

THE Tribulation is for Israel

Ezekiel 20:33–38 (NKJV)
33 “As I live,” says the Lord God, “surely with a mighty hand, with an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out, I will rule 
over you. 
34 I will bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries where you are scattered, with a mighty hand, 
with an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out. 
35 And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will plead My case with you face to face. 
36 Just as I pleaded My case with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will plead My case with you,” 
says the Lord God. 
37 “I will make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant; 
38 I will purge the rebels from among you, and those who transgress against Me; I will bring them out of the country 
where they dwell, but they shall not enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the Lord.

Gathering 
in unbelief

Gathering 
in belief

The doctrine of Imminence:

Do we live with a sense of immediacy

confidence and not be ashamed

Also:
Jeremiah 31:31-34


