
When the Rapture occurs.
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1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (NKJV)
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow 
as others who have no hope. 
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in 
Jesus. 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until 
the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

John 14:1–3 (NKJV)
1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 
2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

When the Rapture occurs

The above-mentioned verses are consistent with others such as the following:

Acts 1:9–11 (NKJV)
9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received 
Him out of their sight. 
10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel, 
11 who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as 
you saw Him go into heaven.”

Where Jesus presently resides

Psalm 110:1–7 (NKJV)
1 The Lord said to my Lord,“Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool.” 
2 The Lord shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your enemies! 
3 Your people shall be volunteers In the day of Your power; In the beauties of holiness, from the womb of 
the morning, You have the dew of Your youth. 
4 The Lord has sworn And will not relent, “You are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek.” 
5 The Lord is at Your right hand; He shall execute kings in the day of His wrath. 
6 He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the places with dead bodies, He shall execute the heads 
of many countries. 
7 He shall drink of the brook by the wayside; Therefore He shall lift up the head.

Out Resurrection:  Philippians 3:11

 

Philippians 3:8–11 (NKJV)
8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which 
is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 

10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death, 

11 if, by any means,         I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Looking for Christ’s appearing:   Not for the antichrist & God’s wrath

Titus 2:11–15 (NKJV)
11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 
12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in the present age, 

13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His 
own special people, zealous for good works. 
15 Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you.

Paul’s defense of the doctrine of a physical, bodily resurrection: 1 Corinthians 15

If Jesus didn’t physically, bodily raised from the dead, then we have no hope:

1 Corinthians 15:12–34 (NKJV)
12 Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? 
13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 
14 And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 
15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up 
Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. 
16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 
17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 
18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. 

20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 

21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 
22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 

23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are 
Christ’s at His coming. 

24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all 
rule and all authority and power. 
25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 
26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 
27 For “He has put all things under His feet.” But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it is 
evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. 
28 Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who 
put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. 
29 Otherwise, what will they do who are baptized for the dead, if the dead do not rise at all? Why then are 
they baptized for the dead? 
30 And why do we stand in jeopardy every hour? 
31 I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 
32 If, in the manner of men, I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantage is it to me? If the dead 
do not rise, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!” 
33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.” 
34 Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God. I speak this to 
your shame.

Mystery:
A previously unrevealed truth:

1 Corinthians 15:51–52 (NKJV)

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—
52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 

dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

1 Corinthians 15:53 (NKJV)
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

Acts 2:33–35 (NKJV)
33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. 
34 “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at 
My right hand, 
35 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’

Revelation 3:21 (NKJV)
21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

Daniel’s 70th week relates to Israel. 

The Messiah is cut off or killed at the end of the 483rd week. That leaves one seven-year period to 
go between 483 and 490; 490 years were decreed for Israel. So at the end of 483 years the Messiah 
was cut off, then there is a pause. God hit the “pause” button on the plan for Israel and He hits the 
“go” button after the Rapture. So there has been this pause for almost two thousand years now. 

Daniel 12:1–3 (NKJV)
1 “At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; 
And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since there was a nation, Even to that time. And 
at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one who is found written in the book. 
2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, 
Some to shame and everlasting contempt. 
3 Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to 
righteousness Like the stars forever and ever.

Revelation
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Philippians 3:20 (NKJV)
20 For our citizenship is in heaven, 
from which we also eagerly 
wait for the Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ,

Not my own moral good deeds

 I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
Not, maybe I will or maybe I 
won’t, but; in order that I will 
attain

At the Judgment Seat 
of Christ

414 ἀνάστασις (anastasis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 386; TDNT 

1.371—1. LN 23.93 resurrection (Mt 22:31; Mk 12:18; Lk 14:14; Jn 
5:29; 11:24, 25; Ac 1:22; Ro 1:4; Heb 6:2; 11:35; 1Pe 1:3; Rev 20:5; Heb 11:1 v.r.);

resurrection

2. exanastasis (ἐξανάστασις, 1815), ek, “from” or “out of,” and No. 1, Phil. 3:11, followed by 
ek, lit., “the out-resurrection from among the dead.”
 Vine, W. E., Unger, M. F., & White, W., Jr. (1996). Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Vol. 2, p. 531). 
Nashville, TN: T. Nelson.

Distinct from all 
resurrections

Another Pre-Tribulation rapture passage:

The only occurrence of this form of the word in the New Testament

Chapter emphasizing the need for Christ righteousness

Resurrections:
1. Jesus the first fruits

2. The Church

3. End of tribulation:

Old Testament saints & 
Tribulation martyrs

4. End of Millennial Reign of           
Christ:

general resurrection of all 
unbelievers

13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 

Deity of 
Christ

Implying subsequent 
resurrections

5413 τάγμα (tagma), ατος (atos), τό (to): n.neu.; 
≡ Str 5001; TDNT 8.31—LN 62.7 order, in 
an order of succession, i.e., in turn (1Co 
15:23+)

John 14:2–3 (NKJV)
2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I 
am, there you may be also.

Paul doesn’t mention any other specifics other than the one point; after which he 
speaks very broad terms. His point is not to bring out all the details of each 
resurrection

In the OT the church was a mystery, the spiritual life of 
the church age believer was a mystery

This was’nt revealed in the Old 
Testament because it didn’t 
relate to Israel

   The Great Tribulation

This general resurrection 
was not a mystery in the Old 
Testament

This Trumpet is announcing the end of the church age. 

Not the last trumpet in the Tribulation period; which is composed of seven bowl judgments. 

There are three series of judgments given during the Tribulation period. 

1st. Seven seal judgments.” The seventh seal judgment is opened, and it reveals seven more 
judgments.

2nd.  Trumpet judgments, When the last trumpet judgment is blown near the middle point of the 
Tribulation, there are 

3rd. Seven Bowl judgments.” It is not announcing a resurrection at all. 

Trumpets were used to announce things and there would be last trumpets to end different segments of 
God’s plan in history. So this is the last trumpet of the church age. 

Paul is expecting to be included in this group

1. Both passages focus on providing 
comfort. 

2. Both emphasize belief in Christ as the key 
issue. 

3. Both passages focus on God and Jesus . 
(John 14:1;  1 Thess. 4:14). 

4. Both passages instruct their audience: 
 “I told you” (John 14:2), “I say to you” 
 (1 Thess. 4:15). 

5.The return of Jesus is mentioned next in 
both. 

6. In John, Jesus says He will receive them; 
Paul says believers will be caught up to Him. 

7. The destiny of believers is “to Myself” 
 (John 14:3) and “to Him” (1 Thess. 4:17). 

8. In both passages, believers will continue 
to be with the Lord. 

8 commonalities 
between the 2 

passages

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (NASB95)
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that 
you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those 
who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the 
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

John 14:1–3 (NASB95)
1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 
2 “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for 
I go to prepare a place for you. 
3 “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that 
where I am, there you may be also.
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