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Overview Reading:

Doctrine of Occupation

Their Spiritual State

1 John 2:12–17 (NKJV)
12 I write to you, little children, Because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake. 
13 I write to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, 
Because you have overcome the wicked one. I write to you, little children, Because you have known the Father. 
14 I have written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I have written to you, 
young men, Because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, And you have overcome the wicked one. 
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is 
of the world. 
17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

Mature believers:

Three stages of maturity:
Adult mature believer
Adolescent
Infant believers

1 John 2:12–17 (NKJV)

12 I write to you, little children, Because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake. 

He then divides the group being addressed from verse 12, into 3 stages of maturity in verse 13

13 I write to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 

I write to you, young men, Because you have overcome the wicked one. 

I write to you,  little children, Because you have known the Father. 

14 I have written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 

I have written to you, young men, Because you are strong, and the word of God abides 
in you, And you have overcome the wicked one. 

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 

16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father 
but is of the world. 

17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

1 John 2:18–29 (NKJV)
18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that 
it is the last hour. 
19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, 
that none of them were of us. 
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 
21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 
22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 
23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you 
heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the 
Father. 
25 And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life. 
26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 
27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning 
all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. 

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed 
before Him at His coming. 
29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.

Blueprint of the Christian life:

Phase 1: salvation / justification
Phase 2: the spiritual life
Phase 3: absent from the body and face to face with the Lord; Then the judgment 
seat of Christ

After Salvation the objective of the word of God is to bring us to spiritual maturity. Which means:

Tests of Faith, followed by volition:

Positive volition, produces steadfast endurance 
James 1:2–3 (NKJV)
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.

Negative Volition, produces sin, human good,
 and temporal or carnal death 
 weakness and instability, 
 which produces; spiritual regression and hardened heart, 
 which produces lack of church attendance, .
 
Eventually physical death, and they stand before the judgment seat of Christ; where there will be a 

loss  of rewards and Shame (1 Jon 2:28)

Hebrews 11:17–40 (NKJV)
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 
18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 
19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. 
20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 
21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 
22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his 
bones. 
23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were 
not afraid of the king’s command. 
24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 
26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 
27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 
29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned. 
30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days. 
31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace. 
32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and 
Samuel and the prophets: 
33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to 
flight the armies of the aliens. 
35 Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better 
resurrection. 
36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 
37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—
38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 
39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 
40 God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.

Similar context to 1 John 2:14-17

Hebrews 12:1–3 (NASB95)

1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, 
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and 
lose heart.

The Spiritual Man

Doctrine of Imminence

What Is the Saturation Level of the believer?

bbb

10.8.15

10.11.15

Point A. in greater detail

James 2:20 (NKJV)
20 But do you want to know, O foolish 
man, that faith without works is dead?

they’re wondering why there are so many problems

Psalm 31:3 (NKJV)
3 For You are my rock and my fortress; 
Therefore, for Your name’s sake, Lead me 
and guide me.
Psalm 18:2 (NKJV)
2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress and 
my deliverer; My God, my strength, in 
whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of 
my salvation, my stronghold.
Psalm 18:30 (NKJV)
30 As for God, His way is perfect; The 
word of the Lord is proven; He is a shield 
to all who trust in Him.
Psalm 91:4 (NKJV)
4 He shall cover you with His feathers, 
And under His wings you shall take refuge; 
His truth shall be your shield and buckler.
Psalm 119:114 (NKJV)
114 You are my hiding place and my 
shield; I hope in Your word.
Psalm 144:2 (NKJV)
2 My lovingkindness and my fortress, My 
high tower and my deliverer, My shield and 
the One in whom I take refuge, Who 
subdues my people under me.

It is God who protects 
us, through his skills 

and techniques outlined 
in Scripture

God’s word is all 
sufficient. We need 

nothing else to succeed

God provides an Extreme 
Radical Transformation

5448 τεκνίον (teknion), ου (ou), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ Str 5040; TDNT 5.636—LN 9.46 child, (often in some 
contexts considered a term of endearment) little children, dear children 

1 John 2:1 (NKJV)
1 My little children, these things I write to you, so 
that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
1 John 2:28 (NKJV)
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that 
when He appears, we may have confidence and not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming.
1 John 3:7 (NKJV)
7 little children, let no one deceive you. He who 
practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is 
righteous.

Child of any age

5. paidion (παιδίον, 3813), a diminutive of pais, signifies “a little or young child”; it is used of an infant 
just born

1 John 2:18–29 (NKJV)
18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as 
you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even 
now many antichrists have come, by which we 
know that it is the last hour. 

Infant child, is only used 2 times in 1 John

Motivation, for one and all

Addressing everyone in the church

3590 μή (mē): pt.; ≡ Str 3361 & 3378—1. LN 69.3 not; marker that negates a statement

26 ἀγαπάω (agapaō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 170; Str 25; TDNT 1.21—1. LN 25.43 love, (Jn 13:34–35); 2. LN 25.44 

show love, demonstrate love (1Jn 3:17); 3. LN 25.104 take pleasure in, to love based 
on its regarded value (Jn 12:43)

3180 κόσμος (kosmos), ου (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ Str 2889; TDNT 3.868—1. LN 1.1 
universe, as an ordered structure (Ac 17:24); 2. LN 1.39 earth, the surface of the earth, 

where mankind dwells (Mt 4:8; Mk 16:15 v.r.); 3. LN 41.38 world system, godless world 
standards (Gal 6:14); 4. LN 9.23 people, those estranged from God (1Co 6:2); 5. LN 79.12 adorning 
(1Pe 3:3), for another interp, see next; 6. LN 6.188 adornment, an object which adorns (1Pe 3:3); for another 
interp, see prior; 7. LN 59.55 tremendous amount, figurative extension (Jas 3:6); 8. LN 12.44 αἰὼν τοῦ 
κόσμου τούτου (aiōn tou kosmou toutou), supernatural power (Eph 2:2)

The godless thought processes that make up all societies

A basis for comparison; a reference point against 
which other things can be evaluated 

The ideal in terms of which something can be 
judged • they live by the standards of their 
community

standard

God’s word reveals a complete new way of thought, so that we 
become a completely new man in every area of life

2 Peter 1:1–11 (NKJV)
1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To 
those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the 
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 
3 as His divine power has given to us all things that 
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge 
of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 
4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great 
and precious promises, that through these you may 
be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your 
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 
6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to 
perseverance godliness, 
7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness 
love. 
8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to 
blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his 
old sins. 
10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your 
call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never 
stumble; 
11 for so an entrance will be supplied 
to you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.

Godless in both 
areas: 

strengths and 
weaknesses

The "lust of the flesh" in v. 16 is not the sin nature, it has to do with lust that is related to our 
physical pleasure, the material part of our nature Including: 
1. sexual lusts, 
2. physical pleasure lusts, 
3. chemical lusts, 
4. alcohol lust, 

The lust "of the eyes" for having other material things that we don't have, etc. 

The "boastful pride of life" is the arrogance that makes us think that we can make life work 
apart from God. 

All of that has its origin in the cosmic system.

Because of God’s character

What we love most, we spend more time doing, and becoming skilled at !!!
It’s also those things that by nature of their lightness, tend toward the top of our 

“Bag of Priorities”

It’s possible for the believer to stay in spiritual infancy, because not only is he continuing to walk on the basis of 
his sin nature, but he continues to let the unsaved, unbelieving world culture around him dictate:
1. his value systems, 
2. his priorities, 
3. how he spends his time, 
4. how he spends his money, and 
5. what his values are. 

That is the person who loves the world and John says if he continues in that state the love of the Father is not in 
him. Earlier he said that if we love the Father, if we come to love the Father we know Him, and if we love Him 
then we keep His commandments. So the person who doesn't love the Father doesn't keep His commandments 
and the reason he doesn't keep His commandments is because he is letting the cosmic system distract him.

Doctrine of occupation with Christ

The challenge, is to get our 
priorities straight, 

to figure out what it is in our life 
that distracts us from applying 
doctrine, from learning doctrine, 
from setting our affections on 
God’s methods of how we should 
conduct our daily life. 

We have to decide on our 
priorities and then make 
decisions about what we are 
going to do in life, and not do, 
based on those priorities. Things that are not necessarily, or in themselves sinful

Though 
they can be

Similar context to 1 John 2:14-17

Hebrews 12:1–3 (NASB95)
1 Therefore, since we have so great a 

cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let 
us also lay aside every 
encumbrance and the 
sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is set 
before us, 
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3 For consider Him who has endured 
such hostility by sinners against 
Himself, so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart.

1 Peter 1:8 (NASB95)
8 and though you have not 
seen Him, you love Him, and 
though you do not see Him 
now, but believe in Him, you 
greatly rejoice with joy 
inexpressible and full of 
glory,
John 14:15 (NASB95)
15 “If you love Me, you will 
keep My commandments.

perhaps some things that are romanticized by human standards

Titus 2:11–14 (NKJV)
11 For the grace of God that brings 
salvation has appeared to all men, 
12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in the present age, 
13 looking for the blessed hope and 
glorious appearing of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ, 
14 who gave Himself for us, that He 
might redeem us from every lawless 
deed and purify for Himself His own 
special people, zealous for good works.

kosmic  thinking


