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Apostles and prophets

Permanent and Temporary gifts

Temporary gifts:

1 Corinthians 12:8-11  1 Corinthians 12:28  Romans 12:6-8  Ephesians 4:11-12

Apostles Apostles

Prophets Prophecy Prophets

Evangelists

Teachers Teaching Pastors-Teachers

Word of wisdom

Word of knowledge

Faith

Healings Healings

Miracles Miracles

Prophecy

Discerning of Spirits

Tongues

Interpretation of tongues Tongues

Administrations
[Leadership]

Helps
[Assistance ] 
516 ἀντίλημψις (antilēmpsis), εως 
(eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 484; 
TDNT 1.375—LN 35.9 ability to 
help, facility to aid (1Co 12:28+)

Leads [Leadership or management]

Service 
1355 διακονία (diakonia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): 
n.fem.; ≡ Str 1248; TDNT 2.87—1. LN 35.19 
service, help (Rev 2:19); 2. LN 35.21 
ministry, role or position of service 
(Ac 20:24)

Mercy

Exhortation

Gives

Incomplete revelation 
Scripture could not be thought of as sufficient:

During the New Testament period from A.D. 30 when Jesus dies, to the writing of James in perhaps the late 40s. 
The Pauline and Petrine epistles are not written until the late 50's, and 60s around 58 to 68. 
The Johanine epistles and the Gospel of John are not written until the late 80s and completed by A.D. 95 

The early believers would be operating on a foundation of insufficient revelation about the new dispensation of the Church

Because the new dynamics relating to Christian life during the early years of the church age was not yet fully revealed or circulated, the believers would be 
taught through the temporary gifts of prophecy and possibly the word of knowledge and the word of wisdom, until the Canon is complete.

Before the canon of the Scriptures, During the time of the apostles:

The permanent gifts are distributed throughout the body of Christ for the on-going mature ministry of believers. 

Evangelism, teaching, administration, helps, service, mercy, exhortation, and giving represent responsibilities that should be carried 
out by all believers. 
These gifts are permanent gifts for the edification and maturity of the body.

Temporary gifts:
Revelatory gifts: 
Gifts of healing and gifts of miracles:

Love is permanent  contrasted with temporary gifts

1 Corinthians 13:1–13 (NASB95)
1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. 
3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 

4 love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 
5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 
6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 
7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will 
cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.

9 For we know in part and we prophecy in part; 

10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away. 

11 When I was a child, I spoke as a  child, I understood as a child,  I thought as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things. 

12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known. 

13 But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Numbers 12:6–8 (NKJV)
6 Then He said, “Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to 
him in a dream. 
7 Not so with My servant Moses; He is faithful in all My house. 
8 I speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; And he sees the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid To speak against 
My servant Moses?”

 Service 

1 Corinthians 12:7 (NKJV)

7 But the  manifestation of the Spirit  is given to each one  for the profit of all:

Ephesians 4:11–12 (NKJV)

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 

teachers, 

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry,  for the edifying of the body of Christ,

Earnestly desire the best gifts
1 Corinthians 12:28–31 (NKJV)
28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 
30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 
31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

kkk

A communication gift 
perhaps a revelatory message?

Perhaps wise application 
of Scripture, or insight 

into Scripture

1. 3. 16

Though every believer is expected to 
operate in these areas, some people are 

gifted by God, they have a special 
enhancement in a particular area of 

giftedness

So prophecy has less authority than “teaching,” and prophecies in the 
church are always to be subject to the authoritative teaching of Scripture.
 Grudem, W. A. (2004). Systematic theology: an introduction to biblical doctrine (p. 1058). Leicester, England; Grand 
Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House.

Prophecy in ordinary New Testament churches was not equal to 
Scripture in authority, but was simply a very human--and 
sometimes partially mistaken--report of something the Holy Spirit 
brought to someone’s mind.
 (2003). Master’s Seminary Journal, 14(2), 239.

New Testament prophecy consists of “telling something God has 
spontaneously brought to mind.”
 Farnell, F. D. (1993). Does the New Testament Teach Two Prophetic Gifts? Bibliotheca Sacra, 150, 64.

Much more commonly, the words prophet and prophecy were used 
of ordinary Christians who spoke not with absolute divine 
authority, but simply to report something that God had laid on their 
hearts or brought to their minds.
 Grudem, W. A. (2004). Systematic theology: an introduction to biblical doctrine (p. 1051). Leicester, England; Grand 
Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House.

Prophecy is nowhere redefined in the New Testament, to be anything other than how it’s understood in the 
Old Testament

Subjective human opinion

Ephesians 2:19–21 (NKJV)
19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, 
20 having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself 
being the chief cornerstone, 
21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into 
a holy temple in the Lord,

New Testament profits equal in authority to the apostles
2934 καταργέομαι (katargeomai), καταργέω (katargeō): vb.; ≡ Str 
2673; TDNT 1.452—1. LN 13.100 put an end to, cause to come to an end 
(1Co 6:13); 2. LN 13.163 put a stop to, cause to cease to happen (1Co 
13:11; 2Ti 1:10); 3. LN 76.26 invalidate, abolish, cause not to function (1Co 
1:28; Eph 2:15); 4. LN 37.136 (dep.) be freed, be released from an earlier 
obliged relationship (Ro 7:2); 5. LN 13.162 (dep.) cease, no 
longer take place (1Co 13:8)

Future, 
passive, 

indicative

4264 παύομαι (pauomai), παύω (pauō): vb.; ≡ 
Str 3973—1. LN 68.34 (dep.) cease, stop (Lk 5:4; 
8:24; 11:1; Ac 5:42; 6:13; 13:10; 20:1, 31; 21:32; 
1Co 13:8; Eph 1:16; Col 1:9; Heb 10:2; 1Pe 
4:1+); 2. LN 68.46 cause to cease 
(1Pe 3:10+)

future, middle, indicative

 knowledge & prophecy Are partial / incomplete
Revelation

5455 τέλειος (teleios), α (a), ον (on): adj.; ≡ DBLHebr 9448; Str 5046; TDNT 8.67—1. LN 88.36 
(morally) perfect (Mt 5:48; Jas 3:2), for another interp, see below; 2. LN 73.6 genuine, being true (1Jn 4:18); 3. 
LN 79.129 (physically) perfect (Heb 9:11); 4. LN 68.23 complete, finished 

James 1:23–24 (NKJV)
23 For if anyone is a hearer 
of the word and not a doer, 
he is like a man observing 
his natural face in a 
mirror; 
24 for he observes himself, 
goes away, and immediately 
forgets what kind of man he 
was.

2269 ἔσοπτρον (esoptron), ου (ou), τό (to): 
n.neu.; ≡ Str 2072; TDNT 2.696—LN 6.221 a mirror, 
an ancient mirror of polished bronze and often 
ornamental handle (1Co 13:12; Jas 1:23+)

glass, darkly (KJV)

Immature

Not being face-to-face with the Lord,
or arriving in heaven

Child (partial)
now

speak (tongues)
think (prophecy)

reason (knowledge)

Man /adult
(complete)

then
childish characteristics  

(prophecy &  
knowledge) removed

785 ἄρτι (arti ): adv.; ≡ Str 737; TDNT 
4.1106—1. LN 67.38 now, a point of time 
simultaneous (1Co 13:12)
4. arti (ἄρτι, 737), expressing “coincidence,” 
and denoting “strictly present time,” signifies 
“just now, this moment,” in contrast (a) to the 
past, e.g., Matt. 11:12; John 2:10; 9:19, 25; 
13:33; Gal. 1:9-10; (b) to the future, e.g., John 
13:37; 16:12, 31; 1 Cor. 13:12 

With the completion of the Canon, complete revelation is available for the maturing of the church 
age believer

Hebrews 2:4 (NKJV)
4 God also bearing witness both with signs and 
wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, according to His own will?

Romans 8:24 (NKJV)
24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that 
is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for 
what he sees?
2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV)
7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

not the eternal state?
Completion

not the eternal state?

The synonymous intensive form nyni (e.g. 
Thuc. 4, 92), now (cf. Lat. nunc), at the present 
moment. But the time shortly before or shortly 
after the immediate present can also be meant: 
Age, century

The immature state 
of NT Revelation, 
the mature state of 
Revelation: The 
Canon

Available Scripture

 is the outworking of spiritual giftedness of each believer 

2 Peter 3:1–6 (NKJV)
1 Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure 
minds by way of reminder), 
2 that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of 
the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 
3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 
4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of 
creation.” 
5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth 
standing out of water and in the water, 
6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.

Titus 2:11–14 (NKJV)
11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 
12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in the present age, 
13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, 
14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed 
and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

Service

Orient our thinking to     grace      / God has provided everything for us grace 
Orient our thinking to     doctrine    . doctrine 

Personal sense of our eternal       destiny       , the judgment seat of Christ destiny 

We must orient our thinking to           God’s right of authority                over our lives God’s right of authority 

God’s purpose in redeeming mankind

Key memory verse

God Is SovereignGod Is Sovereign

The genitive case

This Is What Undergirds The Spiritual Life

Would, Hay, StrawGold, Silver, Precious Stone

Cessation

love

Earnestly desire the best gifts

It’s God who appoints, it’s not 
us desiring from God a better 
gift

1.10. 16

Quantity The quality view

Complete revelation for the time


