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Titus 2:11–14 (NKJV)
11 For the grace of God that brings salvation 
has appeared to all men, 
12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in the present age, 
13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 
14 who gave Himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from every lawless deed and 
purify for Himself His own special people, 
zealous for good works.
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A spiritual gift, is not to the one it is given, but to the one it serves

Why Spiritual Gifts?

Contemporary to their time and culture were the cultic mystery religions

1 Timothy 2:8–14 (NKJV)
8 I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; 
9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 
10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works. 
11 Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. 
12 And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence. 
13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 
14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.

1 Corinthians 12:1–31 (NKJV)
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 
2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 
3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 
4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 
8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 
11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 
13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink 
into one Spirit. 
14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 
15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 
16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 
17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 
18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 
19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be? 
20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 
21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 
22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 
23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 
24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 
25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 
26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 
28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 
varieties of tongues. 
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 
30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 
31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

1 Corinthians 13:1–13 (NKJV)
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing. 
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 
5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 
6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 
7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 
9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 
10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 
11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 
12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 
13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 14:1–40 (NKJV)
1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 
2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 
3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 
4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 
5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he 
interprets, that the church may receive edification. 
6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either by revelation, by knowledge, by 
prophesying, or by teaching? 
7 Even things without life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound, unless they make a distinction in the sounds, how will it be known what is piped or 
played? 
8 For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare for battle? 
9 So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air. 
10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and none of them is without significance. 
11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks will be a foreigner to me. 
12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel. 
13 Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 
14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. 
15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the 
understanding. 
16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed say “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand 
what you say? 
17 For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified. 
18 I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; 
19 yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 
20 Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature. 
21 In the law it is written: “With men of other tongues and other lips I will speak to this people; And yet, for all that, they will not hear Me,” says the Lord. 
22 Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe. 
23 Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not 
say that you are out of your mind? 
24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. 
25 And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you. 
26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all 
things be done for edification. 
27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. 
28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 
29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 
30 But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent. 
31 For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged. 
32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 
33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 
34 Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says. 
35 And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church. 
36 Or did the word of God come originally from you? Or was it you only that it reached? 
37 If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. 
38 But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant. 
39 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. 
40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

To correct the Kosmic thinking of the Corinthians concerning spiritual gifts

Nowhere does he teach to find out what your spiritual gift is so you can grow spiritually

Religious, without sound doctrine

Matthew 7:13–27 (NKJV)
13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 
14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 
16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 
17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 
18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 
22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 
wonders in Your name?’ 
23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 

24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 
25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 
26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 
27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

1 Peter 2:2 (NKJV)
2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,

Orient our thinking to     grace      / God has provided everything for us grace 

Orient our thinking to     doctrine    . doctrine 

A personal sense of our                eternal       d     the judgment seat of Christ eternal destiny 

God’s purpose in redeeming mankind

Key memory verse

God Is Sovereign

What Undergirds The Spiritual Life ?

1.24.16

We must orient our thinking to           God’s right of authority                over our lives God’s right of authority 
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I have done many wonderful works!!!

Knowledge attained through reason & empiricism; but without faith

THE WORD OF GOD IS AS A MAP; 

it’s the responsibility of every 

individual, to orient his thinking to 

that map

An illustration of many who have been justified, and many who’ve never been justified

“ I don’t have the discipline to study”

How can a person make sound 
biblically informed decisions for 
life?

Kosmic thinking

If this doesn’t undergird your thinking

then Kosmic thinking does

Romans 8:5–6 (NKJV)
5 For those who live according 
to the flesh set their minds on 
the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit, 
the things of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is 
death, but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace.

A MAP

Spiritual growth does not occur through acting out our spiritual gift

Shame at the judgment seat of Christ

There is unity and 
harmony in 
operation, because 
it’s by the same 
Holy Spirit who 
makes manifest the 
gift in each one.

A doctrinal knowledge of love is primary

They’d worked themselves up into an 
emotional lather, believing that then the gods 
would speak through them

To correct their desire for personal aggrandizement

Paul’s thrust is to take their eyes off their own 
selfish desire for the praise of men; And to 

focus their attention on serving others with the 
biblical definition of love
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Surface: every believer is in full-
time Christian service at the moment 
of justification.

Spiritual gifts are for serving others 
in the body of Christ

Satan’s counterfeit Kosmic religious teachings have 
the ring of truth built into them; the sinful nature like a 
magnet is attracted to those teachings

It’s not discipline that you 
don’t have, but rather 
sinful desire you do have

It’s a daily choice


