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Foundation for Prayer:
who will God hear?

Access into God’s presence:

God is perfect righteousness and justice. What the righteousness of God rejects the 
justice of God condemns, 

Exodus 25:18 (NKJV)
18 And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work you shall make them at the two ends of the mercy seat.

The tabernacle is the temporary mobile worship centre for the nation. 
The outside border of the tabernacle surrounded by a curtain has only one entrance to the tabernacle, 

this foreshadows that there is only one way to God's presence, and that is through 
Jesus Christ.

The central aspect of the tabernacle is the holy place which was divided into two sections: 
1. the outer room and 
2. then the holy of holies. 

Inside the holy of holies is the ark of the covenant; 

The holy of holies is marked off by a huge veil and was entered only once a year by the high priest. 

2 Samuel 6:1–7 (NKJV)
1 Again David gathered all the choice men of Israel, thirty thousand. 
2 And David arose and went with all the people who were with him from Baale Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, 
whose name is called by the Name, the Lord of Hosts, who dwells between the cherubim. 
3 So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Uzzah and 
Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart. 
4 And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill, accompanying the ark of God; and Ahio went before 
the ark. 
5 Then David and all the house of Israel played music before the Lord on all kinds of instruments of fir wood, on harps, on 
stringed instruments, on tambourines, on sistrums, and on cymbals. 
6 And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen 
stumbled. 
7 Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error; and he died there by the ark 
of God.

The point here that should be made again is the exclusion of man 
from God. 

Over and over again the holiness of God, & righteousness of God is 
emphasized 

And the unrighteousness of man is emphasized; that man cannot 
come into the presence of God on his own.

Prayer:

Definition: Prayer is the grace provision for the church age believer only, under the function of his royal priesthood to communicate directly to 
the throne of God. 

To confess sin, 
To express praise, adoration and worship; 
To give thanks, 
To communicate our personal needs and petitions, and 
To intercede for others. 

Except for the prayer of confession all prayer must be offered in fellowship with God.

Access into God’s presence:

Exodus 19:1–25 (NKJV)
1 In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on the same day, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai. 
2 For they had departed from Rephidim, had come to the Wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness. So Israel camped there before the 
mountain. 
3 And Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the 
children of Israel: 
4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. 
5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special 
treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 
6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the 
children of Israel.” 
7 So Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before them all these words which the Lord commanded 
him. 

8 Then all the people answered together and said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do.” So Moses brought back 
the words of the people to the Lord. 
9 And the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I come to you in the thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and believe you 
forever.” So Moses told the words of the people to the Lord. 

10 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash 
their clothes. 
11 And let them be ready for the third day. For on the third day the Lord will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 

12 You shall set bounds for the people all around, saying, ‘Take heed to yourselves that you do not go up to the mountain or touch its base. 
Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 
13 Not a hand shall touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot with an arrow; whether man or beast, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet 
sounds long, they shall come near the mountain.” 
14 So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and sanctified the people, and they washed their clothes. 
15 And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day; do not come near your wives.” 

16 Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the 
sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. 
17 And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 
18 Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, 
and the whole mountain quaked greatly. 
19 And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice. 
20 Then the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain. And the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses 
went up. 

21 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to gaze at the Lord, and many of them perish. 
22 Also let the priests who come near the Lord consecrate themselves, lest the Lord break out against them.” 
23 But Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for You warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around the mountain and 
consecrate it.’ ” 
24 Then the Lord said to him, “Away! Get down and then come up, you and Aaron with you. But do not let the priests and the people break 
through to come up to the Lord, lest He break out against them.” 
25 So Moses went down to the people and spoke to them.

Exodus 20:18–21 (NKJV)
18 Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain 
smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off. 
19 Then they said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” 
20 And Moses said to the people, “Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before you, so that 
you may not sin.” 
21 So the people stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where God was.

Only children of God can converse with the heavenly Father:

The condemnation that is upon all men is that they are spiritually dead, they are separated from God
Romans 5:8 (NKJV)
8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
John 3:16 (NKJV)
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.

Galatians 4:6 (NKJV)

6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!”
Romans 8:15 (NKJV)
15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry 

out, “Abba, Father.”
2 Peter 1:4 (NKJV)
4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Matthew 6:6–9 (NKJV)

6 But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the 

secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 
7 And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many 
words. 

8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. 

9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

Inside was the ark of the covenant, a box of acacia wood overlaid with gold which speaks of the hypostatic union, the union 
of the perfect deity of Jesus Christ with the humanity of Jesus Christ. 

Inside the ark of the covenant were three items: 
1. Aaron's rod that budded, 
2. the pot of manna, and 
3. a copy of the ten commandments, 

all of which represented different sins committed by the people. 
There was a heavy lid, and on that lid there were two cherubim whose wings touched in the middle, and they looked down, 
looking at the sin of the people inside the box. 

Once a year when the high priest entered in, he laid a bowl of blood from the sacrificial lamb on the ark of the covenant, 
depicting the satisfaction of God for the sin problem. 

God is perfect righteousness and justice. What the righteousness of God rejects the justice of God condemns, 
 
Both God’s righteousness and His justice must be satisfied before He can let man into heaven. 

This section of the ark of the covenant was called the mercy seat. 

So man is excluded from the presence of God because the only person allowed into the holy of holies, the very 
presence of God, was the high priest who entered into holy of holies once a year on the day of 
atonement.

 

But what has to happen before the high priest can enter into the presence of God. 
First of all, there is only one entrance into the presence of God and that is the entrance gate. 
The first thing he meets in the outer courtyard is the brazen altar, and there there is a sacrifice, a sacrifice of a lamb 
without spot and without blemish which portrays the perfect Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus came, at the beginning of His ministry John the Baptist said, "Behold the Lamb of God which takes away the sin 
of the world." 

When John said that, the Jews around knew what he was talking about, that he was talking about the sacrificial
 lamb which had its throat cut on that altar. 

This altar was the site where every morning and every night there was a lamb sacrificed for the sins of the people,
 so that it was covered with the blood of sacrificial bulls and goats and lambs, day after day after day. 

It was a very strong message of the purification of sin and what had to happen to cover sin. It is a portrayal here of 
salvation.

Exodus 25:40 (NKJV)
40 And see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on 
the mountain.
Exodus 26:30 (NKJV)
30 And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to its pattern which you were shown on the mountain.
Exodus 39:42 (NKJV)
42 According to all that the Lord had commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did all the work.
Exodus 39:43 (NKJV)
43 Then Moses looked over all the work, and indeed they had done it; as the Lord had commanded, just so they had 
done it. And Moses blessed them.
Numbers 8:4 (NKJV)
4 Now this workmanship of the lampstand was hammered gold; from its shaft to its flowers it was hammered work. 
According to the pattern which the Lord had shown Moses, so he made the lampstand.

1 Chronicles 28:11 (NKJV)
11 Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the vestibule, its houses, its treasuries, its upper chambers, its inner 
chambers, and the place of the mercy seat;
1 Chronicles 28:19 (NKJV)
19 “All this,” said David, “the Lord made me understand in writing, by His hand upon me, all the works of these plans.”

Acts 7:44 (NKJV)
44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He appointed, 
instructing Moses to make it according to the pattern that he had seen,
Hebrews 8:5 (NKJV)
5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed 
when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things 
according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”
Exodus 12:50 (NKJV)

50 Thus all the children of Israel did; as the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.

On what basis do we have the right to pray ?

1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (NKJV)
24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain 
it. 
25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we 
for an imperishable crown. 
26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 
27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become 
disqualified.

How do we make decisions as an 
athlete believer ?

We ask the questions:
How will this affect me spiritually?
How will this affect my husband or wife or child spiritually?
How will this affect my relationship with God?
 
How will this affect my family’s relationship with God?
How will this affect the Bible study?
How will this affect my church attendance?
Could there be anything in this decision that may tempt those 
involved in the area of their weakness?

Luke 14:25–35 (NKJV)
25 Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, 
26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, 

brothers and sisters,     yes, and his own life also    , he cannot be My 

disciple. 

27 And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 

33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My 

disciple. 
34 “Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? 
35 It is neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear!”

The Christian life isn't something we do, it's everything we do!

Am I willing to be discipled?

 yes, and his own life also 

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, 
whether he has enough to finish it—
29 lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock 
him, 
30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 

31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? 
32 Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions 
of peace. 

88.198 μισέω (miseō): to 
dislike strongly, with the implication 
of aversion and hostility—‘to hate, 
to detest.’ οἱ δὲ πολῖται αὐτοῦ 
ἐμίσουν αὐτόν ‘and his fellow 
countrymen hated him’ Lk 19:14. 
Expressions for ‘hatred’ frequently 
involve idiomatic phrases, for 
example, ‘to kill in the heart’ or ‘to 
spit at someone in the heart.’

hate

John 8:31–32 (NKJV)
31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are 

My disciple indeed. 
32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

fff

Malachi 3:16–17 (NKJV)
16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, And the Lord listened and heard 
them; So a book of remembrance was written before Him For those who fear the Lord And who 
meditate on His name. 
17 “They shall be Mine,” says the Lord of hosts, “On the day that I make them My jewels. 
And I will spare them As a man spares his own son who serves him.”

Humility is also known in scripture by the phrase 

"fear the Lord or the fear of God” 
Which means the number one priority is 
understanding and obeying God’s word

Jewels are a special possession

Key memory verse

Strategy
Deliberate 
thought given 
to how it is 
accomplished

Cost
Has to do with 
value

Volition: is the deliberate 
intentional employment of that 
system of thought that best 
suits the conclusion I prefer to 
arrive at.

For the disciple: there is the desire to understand 
his own depravity through the mirror of God’s word, no 
matter the personal cost.

Cost & Strategy
 The disciple puts away distracting  

temporal pleasure lusts 

Humility is the opposite of a hardened heart

32.59 μωραίνω: (mōrainō)(causative derivative of μωρία 
‘foolishness,’ 32.57) to cause the content of certain 
thoughts to become devoid of meaning—‘to 
cause to become nonsense.’ οὐχὶ ἐμώρανεν ὁ θεὸς τὴν σοφίαν 
τοῦ κόσμου; ‘did not God cause the world’s wisdom to become 
nonsense?’ 1 Cor 1:20. In 1 Cor 1:20 the focus is upon the content of 
wisdom and nonsense, and it may be necessary to make this explicit, 
for example, ‘the people of the world thought that what they 
understood was wise, but God showed that their thoughts were 
foolish’ or ‘… their way of thinking was foolish.’

they become useless in terms of God's purpose, it’s profitable for nothing.

 verb: Lost

Ah, well thought out Mr. Love 
lust. me likes the way you 
think, me likes it write well 

The judgment seat of Christ

Relationships must not interfere

Relationships or activities must not interfere

Titus 2:11–14 (NKJV)
11 For the grace of God that brings salvation 
has appeared to all men, 
12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in the present age, 
13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 
14 who gave Himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from every lawless deed and purify 
for Himself His own special people, zealous for 
good works. 

1 Peter 2:9–12 (NKJV)
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of 
Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; 
10 who once were not a people but are now the 
people of God, who had not obtained mercy but 
now have obtained mercy. 
11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and 
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul, 
12 having your conduct honorable among the 
Gentiles, that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may, by your good works which 
they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.

John 8:30–32 (NKJV)
30 As He spoke these words, 
many believed in Him. 
31 Then Jesus said to those 
Jews who believed Him, “If 
you abide in My 
word, you are My 
disciples indeed. 
32 And you shall 
know the truth, 
and the truth shall 
make you free.”

  Through 1Regeneration 2confession and 3doctrine; These equal fellowship with God 

if Contingent 
blessings if

Revelation 1:4–6 (NKJV)
4 John, to the seven churches which are 
in Asia: Grace to you and peace from 
Him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven Spirits who 
are before His throne, 
5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and 
the ruler over the kings of the earth. To 
Him who loved us and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, 
6 and has made us kings and 

priests to His God and Father, to 
Him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen.

The fear of God

Symbolic of confession of sin

Sinful man cannot come into the presence of God, there are limitations

Enthusiasm

God only regards the right thing done in the right way. 
And it is God who tells us what the right thing is, and the right way to do it. He does not need our assistance.

2 Samuel 6:1–8 (NKJV)
1 Again David gathered all the choice men of 
Israel, thirty thousand. 
2 And David arose and went with all the people 
who were with him from Baale Judah to bring up 
from there the ark of God, whose name is called by 
the Name, the Lord of Hosts, who dwells between 
the cherubim. 
3 So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and 
brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was 
on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of 
Abinadab, drove the new cart. 
4 And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab, 
which was on the hill, accompanying the ark of 
God; and Ahio went before the ark. 
5 Then David and all the house of Israel played 
music before the Lord on all kinds of instruments of 
fir wood, on harps, on stringed instruments, on 
tambourines, on sistrums, and on cymbals. 
6 And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, 
Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took 
hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 
7 Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against 
Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error; and 
he died there by the ark of God. 
8 And David became angry because of the Lord’s 
outbreak against Uzzah; and he called the name of 
the place Perez Uzzah to this day.

The ark of God is being moved, but it must be according to God’s instruction

Doctrine

Doctrine

Doctrine

Doctrine

it’s only because we are sons, that we can say: Father 

What the righteousness of God rejects the justice of God condemns;
But the love of God provides a solution

Only children of the Father will be heard in prayer
We do not pray to become spiritual; we pray because we are spiritual !

Prayer is communication with God

3.13.16

Mystery

God's righteousness and 
justice must be satisfied and 
that is the word 
"propitiation."

Prayer is not a casual nonchalant thing we do !

Fellowship with God is contingent upon Prayer & Doctrine

God gives explicit directions for entrance into his presence

  Through 1Regeneration 2confession and 3doctrine; These equal fellowship with God 

3.20.16

Only in Christ is the sin problem solved

At the point of faith in Christ, His perfect 
righteousness is imputed.

Because God sees the perfect 
righteousness of Christ has been 
applied to the believer; the believer now 
is qualified to communicate directly to 
God.

The problem is sin

Access to God

Due to Adam’s sin man was excluded from the presence of God

Jesus Christ is the one Entrance into God’s presence.

The brazen altar speaks of the perfect 
acceptable sacrifice, Jesus Christ

The ongoing cleansing of the believer, confession of sin

#4 altar of incense which continually burned and symbolized the 

continual prayers of the saints rising up to God in heaven. 

#7 Table of shewbread, which speaks of Jesus Christ as the bread of life;

#5 lampstand speaks of Jesus Christ as the light of the world

Romans 12:9–11 (NKJV)
9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 
10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 
11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;

The uncommitted Christian looks for 
patterns of thought that will comfort them in 
maintaining their lust pattern.


