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Faith, doctrinal orientation and grace orientation are the necessary problem-solving components that 
underlie what James is talking about in verses 5 and 6. He says, 

James 1:5–6 (NKJV)

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 

6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.

So immediately you realize that if you are going to solve the problem of adversity in your life, if you think you lack 
something, and what you lack is the doctrine necessary to apply to the situation, then that 

involves doctrinal orientation:

You have to have epignōsis knowledge  in your soul. 

Therefore he says Pray ”let him ask of God." This is the prayer, 

Grace: 

God in His righteousness and justice will provide the Bible teaching necessary to give the information needed so that it can 
be applied to those tests, and the believer moves forward:  

"…let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him." 

The solution here is that if we are going to use prayer to apply these problem-solving components then it needs to follow a 
certain protocol. 

 Romans 4:13–22 (NKJV)

13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith. 
14 For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect, 
15 because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression. 
16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who 
are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all 
17 (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and 
calls those things which do not exist as though they did; 
18 who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your 
descendants be.” 

21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 
22 And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.”

epignōsis Knowledge, Faith, & Prayer

Prayer:

Supplication:

aiteō is used five times by James, and it is the key word used in the New Testament for intercessory prayer. 

Supplication prayer involves two categories: 
a) intercessory prayer, which is prayer for others; 

b) petition, which involves requests for one's self. 

Prayer is a grace provision. 
That means we did nothing to deserve it, God gave it to us so that we would have access to His presence. 

Prayer is that grace provision of the royal priesthood. In the Old Testament they could pray but they had to pray 
through the priest, through the Levitical priesthood. 

But in the church age as a royal priest we have the privilege of direct access to God at any time. 

The purpose of this communication is to: 

1). acknowledge our sins, 

2). express our adoration and praise to God, 

2). giving thanks in every situation and for everything, 

4). interceding for others, conveying our own personal needs in petitions, 

5). and just conducting intimate conversation with God.

Prayer and Spirituality:

You do not pray to be spiritual, you pray because you are spiritual. That is a vital point that most people miss today. 

Most people are so concerned about doing something for God, like 

evangelism, 

giving, 

prayer, 

and going to church, 

They think doing these things promotes spirituality.

But you do those things because you are spiritual. 

They are the consequence of your growth and maturity, they do not cause or bring about growth and maturity. 

Prayer is for believers only; unless it’s the prayer for salvation

Prayer demands concentration and thought.

Prayer relies on doctrine, on fact, not on subjectivity.

Priority of prayer:

Prayer should be the highest priority in life after learning Bible doctrine

Successful Prayer:

As believers our prayers fail because we fail in our spiritual lives. We do not understand the will and plan of God. 

We can't take passages out of context, we have to understand the will and plan of God or our prayers will fail.

Every believer is commanded to pray:

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NKJV)
17 pray without ceasing,

Colossians 4:2 (NKJV)
2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;

Romans 12:12 (NKJV)
12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;

Prayer changes things.

James 4:2 (NKJV)
2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because 
you do not ask.

Matthew 7:7–8 (NKJV)
7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 
8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

2 Kings 20:1–11 (NKJV)
1 In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him, “Thus says 
the Lord: ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die, and not live.’ ” 

2 Then he turned his face toward the wall, and prayed to the Lord, saying, 
3 “Remember now, O Lord, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth and with a loyal heart, and have done what was good in Your 
sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 
4 And it happened, before Isaiah had gone out into the middle court, that the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 
5 “Return and tell Hezekiah the leader of My people, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of David 
your father: “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I will heal you. On the 
third day you shall go up to the house of the Lord. 
6 And I will add to your days fifteen years. I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the 
king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for My own sake, and for the sake of My servant 
David.” ’ ” 
7 Then Isaiah said, “Take a lump of figs.” So they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered. 
8 And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What is the sign that the Lord will heal me, and that I shall go up to the house of the Lord the third day?” 
9 Then Isaiah said, “This is the sign to you from the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing which He has spoken: shall the shadow go forward 
ten degrees or go backward ten degrees?” 
10 And Hezekiah answered, “It is an easy thing for the shadow to go down ten degrees; no, but let the shadow go backward ten degrees.” 
11 So Isaiah the prophet cried out to the Lord, and He brought the shadow ten degrees backward, by which it had gone down on the 
sundial of Ahaz.

To whom are our prayers addressed?

Prayer is addressed to God the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of Jesus Christ.
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2106 ἐπίγνωσις (epignōsis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): 

n.fem.; ≡ Str 1922; TDNT 1.689—1. LN 28.2 
knowledge, to possess information (Ro 
1:28), for another interp, see last; 2. LN 28.18 knowledge, 
the content of what is known

Sometimes Bible teachings are given to solve 
problems or trials, even when we’re not praying for 
them or even wanting them. But they may reveal a 

particular need in your life.

Doctrine is sometimes taught to make you aware of 
your need.

Once the problem is made known; it’s up to each 
individual to make that choice to receive it through 

faith in positive volition; or to reject it in rebellion and 
unbelief

Through positive volition we maintain right 
relationship with God; which means there 
is forward momentum , and a receptive 
attitude.

God provides everything, and all we do is ask and receive it.

The point of verse 6 = if we are in 
fellowship under the filling of the 
Holy Sprit and we pray, God will 
generously and without reproach, 
provide the solution for us

James 1:5–6 (NKJV)

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to 
him. 
6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.

James 1:5–6 (NKJV)

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to 
him. 
6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.

160 αἰτέω (aiteō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 8626; Str 154; 

TDNT 1.191—LN 33.163 ask for, request; 
some contexts, demand 

4411 πίστις (pistis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 575; Str 4102; TDNT 6.174—1. LN 31.43 what 
can be believed, a state of certainty with regard to belief 
(Ac 17:31); 2. LN 31.85 trust, believe to a 
complete trust

a command, a 
mandate to ask 
by means of faith

A protocol involves the rules and regulations laid down in any type of procedure. 

This protocol here is that we are to ask by means of faith.

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV)
7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

There must be a forward momentum

1 John 1:9 

If we confess our sin he is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.

Faith is the instrument that causes us to press forward with confidence, being faithful 
in prayer, faithful in Bibles study class, diligently reading the word of God; we do all 
this being fully persuaded that God will give us the answer to the challenges of life, 
according to His promise. 

19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was 
about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 

20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, 
giving glory to God, 

160 αἰτέω (aiteō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 8626; Str 154; 

TDNT 1.191—LN 33.163 ask for, request; 
some contexts, demand 

We may feel spiritual when 
we pray, but feelings are not 
our standard for identifying 

what is spiritual

When James says to “count it all Joy” in the first few verses he is setting up the tone for the entire epistle where he is basically 
going to tell us in the rest of the epistle all of the doctrinal skills and techniques that we need, in order to fulfil this opening mandate. He 
is going to continually come back to this theme of endurance, testing and joy, over and again.

Our life is the product of our choices. 
Whatever we do, whatever we become in life is the consequence of our volition. Right now we are determining what we will be in 15 
or 20 years from now, in 30, 40, 50 years from now; yes and even the quality of our eternal existence.

Our life, and eternal existence is and will be, the product and the outcome of all of our choices.

Our life will either be stable because we are implementing the problem solving methods James is going to communicate in the rest of his 
epistle, or we will be unstable because we have made the choice to live life on our own terms.

If we choose to live life on our own terms we will not only miss out on the abundant life for ourselves, but we will also not be able to 
assist others In achieving the abundant life and their greater eternal blessings.

A major part of our service and obedience to God’s word is dependent on our personal determination to become aware of those things 
that distract and tarnish the unblemished revelation of God’s methods for mankind / the Bible.
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Biblical faith is 
always related 
to content

Soul and Spirit are 
often used as 
synonymous terms, 
but not always

This is God’s 
protocol; so 
we are to 
pray 
according to 
His designed 
pattern


