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Rationales & epignōsis knowledge

Wisdom is the knowledge of doctrine pertinent to the situation or tests or trials that we find ourselves in.

Philippians 4:12–13 (NKJV)
12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to 
suffer need. 

13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

John 15:4–11 (NKJV)

4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 

5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 

7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 

8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 

10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments 
and abide in His love. 

11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your 
joy may be full.

The   a fortiori   rationale:

From the Latin this means "from a stronger reason." In other words, in logic you start off and establish a strong reason, a major principle. 

Then you argue that if God can do X , and what you are counting on Him to do is Y, and Y is much easier to do than X, then if God has the power to do X then 
from a stronger reason (a fortiori) you know that God can do Y. 

Example: If God has solved the greatest problem which is sin, then God will most certainly provide for us the solution to the lesser problems, our daily trials.

Romans 8:31–33 (NKJV)

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 

f33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.

The sovereignty of God rationale: because God has created the universe and 
everything in it; therefore God has the right of complete control over my life.

1 Timothy 1:17 (NKJV)
17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Isaiah 44:6 (NKJV)
6 “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: ‘I am the First and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God.

Jude 25 (NKJV)
25 To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now and forever. Amen.

Hebrews 11:27 (NKJV)

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.

The omniscience of God rationale: because God knows everything past, present and 
future; he knows the solution to every problem I will ever face.

God is absolute truth rationale: Therefore we can have absolute confidence in God 
fulfilling his promises

John 14:6 (NKJV)
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

John 14:16–17 (NKJV)
16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever—
17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.

Deuteronomy 32:4 (NKJV)
4 He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.

Romans 15:8 (NKJV)
8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers,

The plan of God rationale: No matter how much we fail as a believer God still has a 
plan for our life
Romans 8:35–39 (NKJV)
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 
39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Thessalonians 2:13 (NKJV)
13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and 
belief in the truth,

Titus 2:11–14 (NKJV)
11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 
12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 
13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 
14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, 
zealous for good works.

2 Corinthians 10:1–6 (NKJV)
1 Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—who in presence am lowly among you, but being absent am bold 
toward you. 
2 But I beg you that when I am present I may not be bold with that confidence by which I intend to be bold against some, who think of us as if we walked 
according to the flesh. 
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 
4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 
5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 
6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

11.27.16

When James says to “count it all Joy” in the first few verses he is setting up the tone for the entire epistle where he is basically 
going to tell us in the rest of the epistle all of the doctrinal skills and techniques that we need, in order to fulfil this opening mandate. He 
is going to continually come back to this theme of endurance, testing and joy, over and again.

Our life is the product of our choices. 
Whatever we do, whatever we become in life is the consequence of our volition. Right now we are determining what we will be in 15 
or 20 years from now, in 30, 40, 50 years from now; yes and even the quality of our eternal existence.

Our life, and eternal existence is and will be, the product and the outcome of all of our choices.

Our life will either be stable because we are implementing the problem solving methods James is going to communicate in the rest of his 
epistle, or we will be unstable because we have made the choice to live life on our own terms.

If we choose to live life on our own terms we will not only miss out on the abundant life for ourselves, but we will also not be able to 
assist others In achieving the abundant life and their greater eternal blessings.

A major part of our service and obedience to God’s word is dependent on our personal determination to become aware of those things 
that distract and tarnish the unblemished revelation of God’s methods for mankind / the Bible.

John 6:32–35 (NKJV)
32 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but 
My Father gives you the true bread from 
heaven. 
33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world.” 
34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread 
always.” 
35 And Jesus said to them, “I am the 
bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never 
hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.

11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your 
joy may be full.

Whether in prosperity or 
poverty

Conclusion

God’s gracious provision

James 1:5-6 (NKJV)
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it 
will be given to him.
6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and 
tossed by the wind.

God, who gives

Christ who strengthens

Grace

Faith is the only condition
Prayer in order to have 
efficacy must be on the 
basis of faith alone, and 
it must be on the basis of 
a faith that is not 
distracted by doubts.

We must take the time to learn through God’s designed methods.

We cannot apply what we do not know.

2 Peter 1:3–4 (NKJV)
3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 
4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through 
these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust.

Paul argues from the greater, to the lesserPromise of God

An Underlying Reason, Justification or Explanation

rationale definition:

In order to use the rationales that underlie the promises of 
God, we must first have epignōsis knowledge in our souls

The character or essence of God rationale:

Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)
14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.

Explanation of previous verse

Our sustenance, our energy source

Rationales

Reminder: review the studies on marriage and how we are to treat each other, along with 
other doctoral studies for meditation

God is pleased when we obey his word, but we do not earn his favor.
But rather we develop the capacity to receive the blessings He has already Intended to 
graciously give us from eternity past.

Concerning prayer, who do we address when we pray: 
our petitions and supplications are addressed to God the Father; however we are praying in 
the name of Jesus Christ. We worship Jesus Christ sometimes in song but always according 
to doctrine and in obedience to accurate doctrine, Jesus said if you love me you will keep my 
word.

For most people confrontation is avoided.

Time: 
James 4:14 (NKJV)
14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little 
time and then vanishes away.

Jesus didn't say "if you love me you will keep my word, when you have 
time"

When Paul was teaching the Corinthians how to think about time and specifically the individual believer’s life span; he 
illustrated his point with an athlete in preparation for the Isthmian games, 

1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (NKJV)
24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 
25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 
26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 
27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

This isn’t just a Sunday morning encouragement.

The intent is that the believer’s thinking about how he spends his life would be radically transformed
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skill

James 1:5-6 (NKJV)
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, 
let him ask of God, who gives 
to all liberally and without 
reproach, and it will be given 
to him.
6 But let him ask in faith, 
with no doubting, for he who 
doubts is like a wave of the 
sea driven and tossed by the 
wind.

The essence of God

The essence of God


