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Ruling Authorities Are by God’s Appointment:

God’s gov.. Nations & appointees

Romans 13:1–7 (NKJV)
1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. 

For     there is no authority except from God,     and the authorities that 
exist are appointed by God. 

Romans 13:2–7 (NKJV)
2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and 
those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 
3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be 
unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the 
same. 
4 For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he 
does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to 
execute wrath on him who practices evil. 
5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for 
conscience’ sake. 
6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this very thing. 
7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom 
fear, honor to whom honor.

Jeremiah 18:7–10 (NKJV)
7 The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to 
destroy it, 
8 if that nation against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I thought to 
bring upon it. 
9 And the instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, 
10 if it does evil in My sight so that it does not obey My voice, then I will relent concerning the good with 
which I said I would benefit it.

Daniel 4:25 (NKJV)
25 They shall drive you from men, your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make you 
eat grass like oxen. They shall wet you with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, till you 
know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.

Daniel 4:25–32 (NKJV)
25 They shall drive you from men, your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make you 
eat grass like oxen. They shall wet you with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, till you 
know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever 
He chooses. 
26 “And inasmuch as they gave the command to leave the stump and roots of the tree, your kingdom shall 
be assured to you, after you come to know that Heaven rules. 
27 Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to you; break off your sins by being righteous, and your 
iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there may be a lengthening of your prosperity.” 
28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 
29 At the end of the twelve months he was walking about the royal palace of Babylon. 
30 The king spoke, saying, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty 
power and for the honor of my majesty?” 
31 While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice fell from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is 
spoken: the kingdom has departed from you! 
32 And they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make 
you eat grass like oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High 
rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.”
Psalm 83:18 (NKJV)
18 That they may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, Are the Most 
High over all the earth.

Jeremiah 27:4–7 (NKJV)
4 And command them to say to their masters, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel—thus you shall 
say to your masters: 
5 ‘I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are on the ground, by My great 
power and by My outstretched arm, and have given it to whom it seemed proper 
to Me. 
6 And now I have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant; 
and the beasts of the field I have also given him to serve him. 
7 So all nations shall serve him and his son and his son’s son, until the time of his land comes; and then 
many nations and great kings shall make him serve them.

Deuteronomy 32:8 (NKJV)
8 When the Most High divided their inheritance to the nations, When He separated the sons of Adam, He set 
the boundaries of the peoples According to the number of the children of Israel.

Be submissive to government:

Submission applies to every sphere of authority.  

wives being submissive to their husbands, 

Children submitting to their parents,

slaves being submissive to their masters, 

citizens being submissive to government 

all believers being submissive to one another. 

And finally all believers are to be submissive to the Almighty God’s authority; 
when we are submissive to the above-mentioned spheres of authority under 
the teachings of divine perspective; we are submissive to God’s authority. 

One thing you should think about where you think the federal government is mandating something and you 
don't think it's right try to draw a parallel within the home. Try to draw a parallel between what's going on 
there in the home because the idea of children submitting to parents is there.

2 Peter 1:2–4 (NKJV)
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you (How?) in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 

3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 
4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Gods thought process is not just another thought 
process. It is the thought process to whom all thought 
processes should yield.

If you have an opinion, what is the biblical reference for 
that opinion?

Otherwise it's only human viewpoint.

Every Christian is afforded the opportunity of choice:
1. To make knowing God through his word the number one priority in 

their life, or
2. to hold on to those most precious trinkets that the sinful nature 

soooo treasures, and like the flesh they rust and fade and decay, and 
pass away and are so soon forgotten

passive imperative

Does that mean that an unjust ruler is appointed by God?

Was Nero 
appointed by 
God or Stalin, 
Adolf Hitler?

there is no authority except from God

John 19:10–11 (NKJV)
10 Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify You, and power to 
release You?” 
11 Jesus answered, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been 
given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.”

Pilate’s authority was given to him by God:

Habakkuk 1:5–11 (NKJV)
5 “Look among the nations and watch— Be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your days Which you would not 
believe, though it were told you. 
6 For indeed I am raising up the Chaldeans, A bitter and hasty nation Which marches through the breadth 
of the earth, To possess dwelling places that are not theirs. 
7 They are terrible and dreadful; Their judgment and their dignity proceed from themselves. 
8 Their horses also are swifter than leopards, And more fierce than evening wolves. Their chargers charge ahead; Their 
cavalry comes from afar; They fly as the eagle that hastens to eat. 
9 “They all come for violence; Their faces are set like the east wind. They gather captives like sand. 
10 They scoff at kings, And princes are scorned by them. They deride every stronghold, For they heap up earthen mounds 
and seize it. 
11 Then his mind changes, and he transgresses; He commits offense, Ascribing this power to 
his god.”
Habakkuk 1:12 (NKJV)

12 Are You not from everlasting, O Lord my God, my Holy One? We shall not die. O Lord, You have 
appointed them for judgment; O Rock, You have marked 
them for correction.

The Chaldeans authority was given by God:

Jeremiah 32:26–33 (NKJV)
26 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 
27 “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me? 

28 Therefore thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, into the hand of 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it. 

29 And the Chaldeans who fight against this city shall come and set fire to this city and burn it, with the houses on 
whose roofs they have offered incense to Baal and poured out drink offerings to other gods, to provoke Me to anger; 
30 because the children of Israel and the children of Judah have done only evil before Me from their youth. For the children 
of Israel have provoked Me only to anger with the work of their hands,’ says the Lord. 
31 ‘For this city has been to Me a provocation of My anger and My fury from the day that they built it, even to this day; so I 
will remove it from before My face 
32 because of all the evil of the children of Israel and the children of Judah, which they have done to provoke Me to anger—
they, their kings, their princes, their priests, their prophets, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
33 And they have turned to Me the back, and not the face; though I taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they 
have not listened to receive instruction.

God uses an evil nation to discipline Israel:

God’s discipline

Sometimes unjust rulers are put in place by God in order to bring discipline upon 
their subjects because of their unfaithfulness to God, their paganism, and because 
of their immorality. So God raises ungodly rulers and places them in positions of 
authority for certain reasons.

Daniel 4:17 (NKJV)
17 ‘This decision is by the decree of the watchers, And the sentence by the word of the holy ones, In order that the living 
may know That the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, Gives it to whomever He will, And sets 
over it the lowest of men.’

So God is in control of who rules.

God who is perfect in all his doings, has a reason for placing 
ungodly men in positions of authority

That means we don’t need anymore.
We call this the sufficiency of Scripture! No more revelation is needed

Suggested memory verse

2.17.17

Colossians 3:20 (NKJV)
20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
Ephesians 6:1 (NKJV)
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

Equivalent to employer

God in His supreme knowledge, authority and power; He exercises His 
perfect righteousness and justice in using a wicked nation and its ruler, who 

are under the influence of Satan; to turn Satan’s intended purpose into 
Satan’s ultimate demise.

So God is directing history while 
exercising his authority over the 

nations and their rulers.

Psalm 119:165 (NKJV)
165 Great peace have those who love Your law, And nothing 
causes them to stumble.

America: The time of it’s arrival and it’s boundaries were pre-appointed 
by God

Mankind was told to be fruitful and multiply and subdue the earth.
Genesis 1:28 (NKJV)

28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue 
it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves 
on the earth.”

This includes the American Indians; however they disobeyed and did not 
subdue the earth, they rebelled against God. 

Acts 17:24–28 (NKJV)
24 God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 
25 Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since 
He gives to all life, breath, and all things. 

26 And He has made from one blood 
every nation of men to dwell on all the 
face of the earth, and has determined 
their preappointed times and the 
boundaries of their dwellings, 
27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each 
one of us; 
28 for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His 
offspring.’

 kā·ḇǎš(: v.; ≡ Str( שַׁבָכּ 3899
3533; TWOT 951—1. LN 39.52–

39.61 (qal) subdue, 

overcome, enslave, i.e., 
conquer and control an 
environment or people 
(Ge 1:28;

subdueThis command 
was for all people

Romans 1:18–25 (NKJV)
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 
19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile 
in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed 
animals and creeping things. 
24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 

25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

An ideal 
situation 
expressed

God established the divine institutions, for the preservation and propagation of man kind:

1. The divine institution of human responsibility and 
accountability.

2. Marriage
3. Family

4. Government
5. Nations

The first three are designed to 
promote productivity and advance 
civilization 

To restrain evil

God delegates the most significant responsibility to mankind under the noetic covenant. In so 
doing all lesser judicial responsibilities are placed under the authority of human government.

Genesis 9:6 (NKJV)
6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man.

Psalm 82:1–6 (NKJV)
1 God stands in the congregation of the mighty; He judges among the gods. 
2 How long will you judge unjustly, And show partiality to the wicked? Selah 
3 Defend the poor and fatherless; Do justice to the afflicted and needy. 
4 Deliver the poor and needy; Free them from the hand of the wicked. 
5 They do not know, nor do they understand; They walk about in darkness; All the foundations of the 
earth are unstable. 
6 I said, “You are gods, And all of you are children of the Most High.

)ʾělō·hîm( םיִהלֱֹא

the word Elohim which as 
a term was often used to 
apply to rulers as it is in 
this passage

We see that God is the One who holds the political leaders accountable.

The duty of governing authorities:

We should always demonstrate reverence 
for God, never taking His name in vain.

2.23.17

Deuteronomy 7:1–11 (NKJV)
1 “When the Lord your God brings you into the land which you go to possess, and has cast out many nations before you, 
the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, 
seven nations greater and mightier than you, 
2 and when the Lord your God delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly 
destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them. 
3 Nor shall you make marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take their daughter for your 
son. 
4 For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger of the Lord will be aroused against 
you and destroy you suddenly. 
5 But thus you shall deal with them: you shall destroy their altars, and break down their sacred pillars, and cut down their 
wooden images, and burn their carved images with fire. 
6 “For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special 
treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth. 
7 The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you 
were the least of all peoples; 
8 but because the Lord loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your fathers, the Lord has 
brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. 
9 “Therefore know that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand 
generations with those who love Him and keep His commandments; 
10 and He repays those who hate Him to their face, to destroy them. He will not be slack with him who hates Him; He will 
repay him to his face. 
11 Therefore you shall keep the commandment, the statutes, and the judgments which I command you today, to observe 
them.

1 Samuel 15:3 (NKJV)
3 Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare 
them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, 
camel and donkey.’ ”
Joshua 11:20 (NKJV)
20 For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that He might utterly destroy 
them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might destroy them, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

Joshua 11:16–23 (NKJV)
16 Thus Joshua took all this land: the mountain country, all the South, all the land of Goshen, the lowland, and the Jordan 
plain—the mountains of Israel and its lowlands, 
17 from Mount Halak and the ascent to Seir, even as far as Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon. He 
captured all their kings, and struck them down and killed them. 
18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings. 
19 There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, except the Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. All the 
others they took in battle. 
20 For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that 
He might utterly destroy them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might 
destroy them, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 
21 And at that time Joshua came and cut off the Anakim from the mountains: from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, from all 
the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly destroy them with their cities. 
22 None of the Anakim were left in the land of the children of Israel; they remained only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod. 
23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord had said to Moses; and Joshua gave it as an inheritance to 
Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. Then the land rested from war.

God’s righteous judgment included no mercy to man woman or child:

It is God who sets up 
nations, and it is God who 

utterly destroys them, 
when they suppress the 

truth in their 
unrighteousness; and 
they become grossly 

corrupt.
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