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Free gift & work based inheritance

Adoption into royalty & inheritance

Justification / salvation is a free gift:

Now the gospel doesn't say that you can have eternal life if you suffer with Jesus. That's not much of a free gift. If the gospel is 
not by works but by grace, then it's a free gift and we simply accept the gift. We believe on Jesus. We don't have to do 
anything. There's no condition.

Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV)

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

Romans 5:14–18 (NKJV)
14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the 
transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 
15 But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift 
by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 
16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in 
condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification. 
17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the 
gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) 
18 Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s 
righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.

Death:

Inheritance in Scripture is something that is not common to every believer, all believers are not equally heirs of God and of Christ, 
(As we saw in our last study).
Heirship or inheritance of the kingdom of God is not equivalent to getting eternal life and going into heaven. 

Inheritance is based on:
behavior. 
choices. 
It’s based on works. 

True for a believer and an unbeliever, anyone whose mind is set on the sin nature, 
whose life is energized by the sin nature, is Dead in their sins.

Romans 8:6–8 (NKJV)

6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 
8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Colossians 2:13 (NKJV)
13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having 
forgiven you all trespasses,

At the point of salvation everyone becomes a child of God.

At the point of salvation everyone is a baby.

Through our willingness to be fed over a period of time we become sons of God.

This next passage illustrates what every believer can do. We can do the spiritual equivalent of 
walking on water, something supernatural, something miraculous in our everyday life when we 
walk by the Holy Spirit but we have to keep our eyes on the Lord. 
We have to keep focused on the Word and we have to understand those dynamics of the 
spiritual life at having that focused, faith-rest mental attitude.  And if we don't have it then we're 
just going to look at the waves of testing and slip beneath the waters of carnality and that ends 
up in death, 
not eternal condemnation but in a temporal death that is non-productive in the Christian life.

Matthew 14:22–33 (NKJV)
22 Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. 
23 And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there. 
24 But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary. 
25 Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. 
26 And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. 
27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” 
28 And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.” 
29 So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. 
30 But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” 
31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 
33 Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”

Romans 8:12–17 (NKJV)
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 
13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, 
Father.” 
16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified 
together.
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The unbeliever has no choice;
He cannot regenerate because he is 
spiritually dead

However the believer does have 
a choice:

he can choose to obey doctrine, 
which results in life;

or you can choose to yield to his sin 
nature, which results in a deathlike 
experience

Romans 8:6–8 (NKJV)

6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 

8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

The result of being spiritually minded John 10:10 (NKJV)
10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may 

have life, and that they may have 

it more abundantly.
the reason behind verse 6

To think from the human perspective is equivalent to death

Paul is talking to the believer, to 
those who have been justified
Whenever a minister parts from literal interpretation, he is carnally minded, he is hostile towards God. So we must understand this distinction between the carnal mind and to be 

spiritually minded

the law of God   is the mandates of the New Testament

We should always take great care to obey God’s word, God’s way.

A wrong thing done in the right way is wrong
A right thing done in the wrong way is wrong
Only a right thing done in the right way is right.

Romans 8:9–12 (NKJV)
9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the 
Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 
10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to 
your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 

Romans 8:13 (NKJV)

13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live.

So many pastors and their churches are stuck, having been persuaded that all their God talk and Jesus talk, 
along with their good feelings and emotions; that somehow God is pleased. 

That due to their emotional good feelings and their Christian lingo; and then if there church is prospering 
financially; with all of this they assume that God is somehow pleased and has blessed their church, and 
they somehow have a bit of an upper hand with their superior knowledge of Scripture.

you will die

Not eternal death

There's physical death, 

there's spiritual death which is true of every 
person who is born, we're born physically alive 
but spiritually dead. 

There is carnal death, 

there is positional death when we're identified 
with the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, 

there is eternal death [eternal condemnation], 

there's sexual death. These are some of the 
different deaths in Scripture. 

There is operational death for the believer who 
lives according to the sin nature. He will die; he 
will not be able to produce anything that has 
eternal value. 

7 uses of death in Scripture

Faith alone in Christ alone

Psalm 119:9–16 (NKJV)
9 How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 
10 With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! 
11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You. 
12 Blessed are You, O Lord! Teach me Your statutes. 
13 With my lips I have declared All the judgments of Your mouth. 
14 I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all riches. 
15 I will meditate on Your precepts, And contemplate Your ways. 
16 I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word.

A core idea and the concept of death 
is separation.

So the believer is to separate himself 
from the deeds of the flesh or body.

This only occurs through making 
decisions that “I’m not going to 

respond that way” “I’m not going to 
give into these negative thoughts” 
“I’m going to apply 1 Corinthians 13:4–7 

(ESV)
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 
boast; it is not arrogant 
5 or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; 
6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. 
7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 

dative case 

The ones who follow are actively being led by the Spirit. 

They are doing what the Spirit says to do and they are following those steps, 

those verses, 

those protocols laid down in the Word for us to go forward. 

The ones who do this over a period of time, reach maturity and they're called 'sons 
of God'.

5626 υἱός (huios), οῦ (ou), ὁ 

(ho): n.masc.; ≡  6. LN 36.39 
follower

It's a technical word in the Greek, (huios). 

It's not a baby, it's not an infant, it's not a child but it's a mature son. 

So here, Paul begins to lay out a chart, of two different courses of action in the lives of 
believers. 

1. You can have a destiny as a believer that is mediocre or a failure, or 

2. a destiny as a believer who is a success, and identified in the seven letters to the 
seven churches in Revelation as an overcomer believer. 

John 1:12 (KJV 1900)

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name:

John 1:12 (NKJV)

12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to 
those who believe in His name:

5451 τέκνον (teknon), ου 
(ou), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ DBLHebr 
1201; Str 5043; TDNT 5.636—1. LN 
10.36 child, one’s own (Lk 1:7); 2. LN 
10.28 descendant (Ac 2:39); 3. LN 
11.63 inhabitants of a particular place 
(Lk 13:34); 4. LN 9.46 child, 
as a term of 
endearment

Correct

Incorrect
Don’t want to make the 
common mistake of reading 
this verse, to be equivalent to 
Romans 8:14
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At this point we are children and we don’t know anything, and Peter says:

1 Peter 2:2 (NKJV)

2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, By the word

Many believers have been so starved, they no longer have a desire for the word Not by singing or 
fellowship or life 
experience, but by 
the word only

2 Peter 3:17–18 (NKJV)
17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, 
beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, 
being led away with the error of the wicked; 
18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be 
the glory both now and forever. Amen.

There were many people in that church who believed everybody is a child of God.

(huios)

Matthew 5:9 (NKJV)

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God.

Matthew 5:44–45 (NKJV)
44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who 
hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 

45 that you may be sons of your father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

(huios)

(huios)

Salvation is a free gift; but 
Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV)

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

inheritance is through works
Revelation 21:7–8 (NKJV)

7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My sons. 

8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their 

part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

Revelation 20:6 (NKJV)

6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

(huios)

It's a Greek word (meros) is used to designate that part of a will that specifies the 
inheritance to an heir. 

So it should be translated: 

"they shall have their portion of the inheritance". 

It's not talking about them. It's talking about their portion of the inheritance. 

So the picture here is that here is an inheritance that was set aside for this individual, 
but because they failed to mature and qualify for the inheritance, 

rather than receiving the inheritance, they're disqualified from receiving it.

3538 μέρος (meros), ους (ous), τό 
(to): n.neu.; ≡ Str 3313; TDNT 4.594—

1. LN 63.14 part, in 
contrast to the whole (Lk 
15:12; 2Co 3:10)

Luke 15:12 (NKJV)
12 And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the 

portion of goods that falls to 
me.’ So he divided to them his 
livelihood.

 Vrs. 8 .  is talking 
about inheritance in 
relationship to 
overcoming

The second death, is the lake of fire; meaning eternally lost

Iit’s not talking about everyone in the first resurrection, but it is talking about the ones who 
receive an inheritance. These are the believers who have something rewardable at the judgment seat of Christ. 

For those who don't have a reward they will be harmed in the sense that they will lose their reward in the 
lake of fire.

An open-ended list and not meant to be a definitive list
You could add to this list:
envy, strife, malice, jealousies, hatred………
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