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A previously established reality holds true:

Inheritance in relation to sin:

1 John 1:8–2:1 (NKJV)

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

abide?

Fruit is a production of the Holy Spirit: 

1 John 3:1–24 (NKJV)

1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 

should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God!; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is 
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 
5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 

6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 

7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 
8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy 
the works of the devil. 

9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 
10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not 
love his brother. 

11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 
12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother’s 
righteous. 
13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 
14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 

15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God  abide in him? 

18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 
19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 
20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 
22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 
23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. 

24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we 

know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

Galatians 5:22–23 (NKJV)

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

Galatians 5:16–26 (NKJV)

16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust 
of the flesh. 

17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not 
do the things that you wish. 
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those 
who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

Galatians 5:13–15 (NKJV)

13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love 
serve one another. 

14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!

1 John 3:1–24 (NKJV)

1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 

should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God!; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is 
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 
5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 

6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 

Whatever John 
communicates after this 
point, it will not change this 
reality

abide is not a positional term or a judicial term, 

it is a Relationall term. 

So important to understand. It is a relational concept.

abides

From the surface reading it may look as if John is saying that a Christian doesn’t sin

Positionally: we are in 
Christ when we were saved!

Relationally: we abide 
in Christ when we stay in 

fellowship and continue in his 
word!

Addressing believers he teaches how 
to accomplish this purification 

motivated by hope

Context
The bigger

is a major theme in his Explanation of what it means to abide in Him

4.27.17

4.30.17

Three Stages of Salvation

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

Justification Spiritual life

Glorification

Freedom from the Penalty of Sin

Freedom from the Power and Set

Freedom from the Process of Setting

Eternal 
Realities

Temporal 
Realities

In Christ

Acts 16:31 (NKJV)
31 So they said, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
will be saved, you and your 
household.”

Acts 16:31
Abide in Me
Abiding in Him

Walking by the 
Holy Spirit

Paul’s use
Jesus & John

are the Day to day moment by moment experience

Romans 6:1–4 (NKJV)
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 
2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 
3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death? 
4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life.

Baptism by the 

Holy Spirit

Romans 6:1–4
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First, the judicial 
problem is solved.

Judicially the 
problem is solved 
at the cross when 
Christ’s perfect 
righteousness is 
credited to us
 

then the temporal 
or Experiential 
problem is solved

Fruit takes time to grow

John 15:4–10 (NKJV)

4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 

unless you abide in Me. 

5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are 
burned. 
7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 

8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 

10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.

1 John 2:28 (NKJV)

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we 
may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.

The Upper Room Discourse
Jesus’s discourse on the vine

Fruit is evidence of 
maturity not a sign of 

growth
A lot of growth takes 

place before fruit begins 
to appear

“Abiding in him” is related 
to the ongoing growth 

process in our life

Fruit occurs because there’s relationship 
between the branch and the vine

Paul uses the phrase “in Christ” to describe our position

While John is also using it as Jesus did, relationally

Hypostatic union.

Undiminished deity United with true humanity.

Due to the virgin birth, and that Jesus did not 
have a human father through whom the sin 

nature would pass down, and He lived a 
perfect life.

Jesus always did those things that please the 
Father, he was impeccable.

However we are sinners, because we are 
born with the sin nature; not because we 

commit personal sin

Relationship

Speaking to his disciples he says, if you want to 
be fruitful

if you want to be a mature believer

you have to Abide in Me

Close personal relationship

John 17:20–23 (NKJV)

20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 

21 that they all may be one, 

as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; 

that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 

22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them,
 

that they may be one just as We are one: 

23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may 
know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.

John 10:38 (NKJV)
38 but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the 
works, that you may know and believe that the 

Father is in Me, and I in Him.”

John 14:10–11 (NKJV)

10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in Me? The words that I speak 

to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the 
Father who dwells in Me does the works. 

11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and 
the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake 
of the works themselves.

Example:

Describes a close intimate relationship between 
Jesus and God the Father. 

Remember, Jesus is in hypostatic union.

How John used the phrase: abide in Him

How Jesus used the phrase: Abide in Me

He is praying for the 
church, for the disciples

Positionally, once we believe in Christ we are in 
union with Christ, and there’s a unity in the 

body of Christ positionally

we are all one in Christ. 

Jesus is praying for close intimate fellowship here

The Lord’s Prayer

Positional

as You, Father, are  in Me,  and I in You; in Me

that they may be one just as We are one: 

Relationalpotential, 
not actual

may be

may be

may be

Already believers Future believers

Jesus is praying for present and 
future believers, specifically that 
these believers may be one, in the 
same matter that Jesus and the 
Father are one

John 13:34–35 (NKJV)
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Jesus then begins a detail discourse as to how this will be accomplished

 and in order for this to happen something must first occur experientially in 
the life of the believer;

and that is he has to abide in Christ

Upper Room Discourse

Abiding in Christ is the 
sole unnecessary 
condition for producing 
fruit

It’s not possible to produce spiritual fruit without abiding / spiritual growth first.

All works without spiritual knowledge is not rewardable

Character Qualities, The production of virtue
Having to do with the transformation of our thought processes and as a result of our 
actions and how we treat one another

The Christian life is not difficult, it’s impossible apart from divine enablement

The soul and necessary requirement for food production is:

Fruit production 
through abiding 

in Him

Fruit production 
through Walking 

in the Spirit

Fruit production 
through abiding 

in Him
Divinely Enabled

Divinely Enabled

Production through

Production through

Walking in a path clearly laid out.
Sound doctrine

4. LN 69.5 οὐ μή (ou mē), 
by no means, emphatic 
marker, certainly not (Mt 
5:18);

Walk in the Spirit, and it will be impossible for you to fulfill the lust of the flesh

The word of God lays down a clear path of thinking and behavior for the 
believer

We walk by the Spirit through understanding precisely what the Bible 
says and then we think that way and behave that way

Walking in the Spirit has nothing 
to do with mystical feelings; and 
everything to do with intelligent 
thought in the application of 
biblical knowledge

Eternal 
Realities

Temporal 
Realities

In Christ

Acts 16:31 (NKJV)
31 So they said, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
will be saved, you and your household.”

Acts 16:31

Baptism by th
e 

Holy Spirit

Walking by the 
Holy SpiritIndwelt

Filled by the 
Holy Spirit

1 John 1:9 (NKJV)
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:9

Sin 
Nature

Carnality 
Sin Nature Control

Producing a deathlike 
experience

Adopted into the 
royal family of God

Walk in the Spirit, and it will be impossible for you to fulfill the lust of the flesh

Walking by the Spirit will produce this fruit

490 ἀνομία (anomia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 224, 

6411, 7321, 7322, 9359; Str 458; TDNT 4.1085—LN 88.139 
lawlessness, wickedness, lawless deed (Mt 7:23; 
13:41; 23:28; 24:12; Ro 4:7; 6:19; 2Co 6:14; 2Th 2:3, 7; Tit 2:14; 
Heb 1:9; 10:17; 1Jn 3:4+; Mk 16:15 v.r.)

A violation of the perfect standard of God

Does not mean never but rather it means not, it is a negation

Not a reference to the law as if it were 
there precedent for the Christian life.
Jesus is the precedent for the Christian life
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