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Impossible to Sin When Abiding

Salvation is through faith alone in Christ alone.

John is teaching the difference between the growing spiritually minded believer, and the believer who is not moving 
forward due to his carnal minded perspective.

It’s not possible to sin when your abiding:

1 John 3:1–24 (NKJV)

1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, 

that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God!; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that 
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 

5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 

6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 

7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 

8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he 
cannot sin, because he has been born of God.

The Bible never puts a modifier on the noun faith:
example

saving faith, suggesting they didn’t have saving faith
genuine faith
true faith

The Bible never suggests that if they had real faith they wouldn’t have committed such a sin.

The Bible never says you have to be baptized along with faith in order to be saved.

The Bible never says that you have to join a particular group along with faith in order to be saved.

Some say on one hand, salvation is through faith alone in Christ alone.
But if you’ve been truly saved then you’re not going to continue in sin.

The idea is that something occurred at salvation that somehow dilutes the sin nature, that the sin nature is not as 
evil or sinful or as powerful; and you just won’t do these really big sins

We also believe through this backdoor approach that if you were truly saved then your works will show it

So that while works are not a part of the package of salvation; yet works are so essential to its validity that without 
them you were truly saved.

One of the key principles in interpreting Scripture, is that we have to understand the 
passage in light of the authors overall intent and purpose in a given letter.

Example:
James 1:19 (NKJV)
19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath;
how we are to handle testing in times of difficulty.

So when we get to James 5:14 & 15 and he uses the word sick; we’d never be able to understand his use of these 
words if we didn’t understand the overall intent and purpose of this letter.

The Christian life is basically learning what happened to us at 
salvation, 

and learning what the spiritual assets are, so that we can 
implement them, so that we can live a life that is not controlled 
by the sin nature

1 John 1:8–10 (NKJV)
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

So we are learning the dynamics Of the Eternal Realities & The Temporal Realities

One moment we’re walking with the Lord, the next minute we’re not. One day were walking with the Lord next day 
were not

Scripture uses a variety of synonymous terms describing this:

Walk in the spirit,   Abide in me,    Walk in the light,

Galatians 5:16 (NKJV)
16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

1 John 1:7 (NKJV)
7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanses us from all sin.

John 15:4 (NKJV)
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in Me.

Bad translation: practice

1 John 3:4–10 (NASB95)
4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 
5 You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. 
6 No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. 
7 Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is 
righteous; 
8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared 
for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 
9 No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born 
of God. 
10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.

Spiritual Assets ?

learning to implement the Spiritual Assets so that we can live a 
life that is not controlled by the sin nature

Confession:
1 John 1:9 (NKJV)
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Filled with the Holy Spirit:
Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV)
18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

Mix our faith with promises and doctrine:
2 Peter 1:3–4 (NKJV)
3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory 
and virtue, 
4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Orient Our Thinking to Grace:    Humility & teachability
Doctrinal Orientation:
2 Peter 3:18 (NKJV)
18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. 
Amen.

Orient our thinking to Time:
Psalm 90:12 (NKJV)
12 So teach us to number our days, That we may gain a heart of wisdom.

Personal Sense of Eternal Destiny:
Romans 8:16–17 (NKJV)
16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified 
together.

Developing Personal Love for God:
Romans 5:5 (NKJV)
5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who 
was given to us.

Impersonal love for mankind:
Galatians 5:14 (NKJV)
14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

Occupation with Christ:
John 15:4 (NKJV)
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in 
Me.

Perfect happiness:
James 1:2–3 (NKJV)
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.

This describes the Temporal Realities of abiding in Christ 

1 John 2:28 (NKJV)
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be 

ashamed before Him at His coming.

29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.

This verse through 4:19 he’s teaching what abiding looks like!

God designed family order for instruction and training of the younger generation, 
controlling the natural tendencies of the sin nature; 

It's much like training a toddler to control their natural tendency until there able and 
willing to control themselves through obeying God

Pitfalls:

Viewing the passage 
through preconceived 
ideas.

Viewing the passage with 
the English translations 
only.

Either way the end result 
will force this passage 
into saying something 
it’s not saying.

Works through the front 
door approach

This is merely introducing faith + works through the back door

In reality it’s just a subtle approach to works + faith for salvation

Even John recognized that we will never reach a state of sinless perfection

John is including himself

Eternal 
Realities

Temporal 
Realities

In Christ

Acts 16:31 (NKJV)
31 So they said, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
will be saved, you and your household.”

Acts 16:31

Baptism by th
e 

Holy Spirit

Walking by the 
Holy SpiritIndwelt

Filled by the 
Holy Spirit

1 John 1:9 (NKJV)
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:9

Sin 
Nature Carnality 

Sin Nature Control
Producing a deathlike 

experience, we are 
out of fellowship

Adopted into the 
royal family of God Sin

Convention    

These terms represent the believers day-to-day experience when 
he’s obedient to the Lord, when he’s in fellowship with the Holy 
Spirit, learning and applying God’s word

Temporal Realities

 But this is a matter of volition, we can sin! 

We are to walk by means of the Holy Spirit and it will be 
impossible to bring to completion the deeds of the sin nature
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9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
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1 John 1:9

Sin 
Nature Carnality 

Sin Nature Control
Producing a deathlike 

experience, we are 
out of fellowship

Adopted into the 
royal family of God Sin

Convention    

Whenever we sin we’ve already made a choice to stop being dependent upon God.

We make that choice and instantly we are out of fellowship, we are not walking by the 
Spirit, 

we are in carnality, 
we are walking in darkness, 
we’re walking according to the sin nature; 

and the only way to recover from that is to apply 

1 John 1:9 
if we confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.

An example of this is in our 

relationships, when we 
choose to 

respond in a negative 
way to something that was said 
Whether it was intended to be 

negative  or not
Remember we’re eather responding according to the world’s standards for 
handling difficulties

Or we’re using God’s standards for handling difficulties; resulting in peace joy 
happiness

Matthew 5:9 (NKJV)
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God.

The Bible always portrays these as absolutes, it’s either one or the other

5.4.17

The idea (continue to sin) is introduced through the use of this word practices
Based on an erroneous translation 
of the present tense of the verb

So the tendency is to assume that if you’re truly 
saved you not going to continue in sins that are in 

man’s opinion really big sins.

These sins are categorized BIG according to how 
they impact society and culture

490 ἀνομία (anomia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 224, 

6411, 7321, 7322, 9359; Str 458; TDNT 4.1085—LN 88.139 
lawlessness, wickedness, lawless deed (Mt 7:23; 
13:41; 23:28; 24:12; Ro 4:7; 6:19; 2Co 6:14; 2Th 2:3, 7; Tit 2:14; 
Heb 1:9; 10:17; 1Jn 3:4+; Mk 16:15 v.r.)

A violation of the perfect standard of God

Does not mean never but rather it means not, it is a negation

Not a reference to the law as if it were 
there precedent for the Christian life.
Jesus is the precedent for the Christian life

1 John 3:9 (NIV)
9 No one who is born of God will continue 
to sin, because God’s seed remains in 
them; they cannot go on sinning, because 
they have been born of God.

1 John 3:9 (NIV)
9 No one who is born of God will continue 
to sin, because God’s seed remains in 
them; they cannot go on sinning, because 
they have been born of God.

Misunderstanding through the English translation
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Sin 
Nature Carnality 

Sin Nature Control
Producing a deathlike 

experience, we are 
out of fellowship

Adopted into the 
royal family of God Sin

Convention    

It’s no longer the 
sin nature, but 
rather; “abiding in 
Christ” now 
characterize the 
Christian life 

By implementing these Spiritual Assets

We’ll begin to spend less time 
outside the circle, and more time 
inside the circle

Take the time to pray, meaningful prayer!!!

In him there is no sin?
That is, Jesus Christ was 
sinless and when we abide 
in him we do not sin

James goes through his entire book 
teaching the believer how to endure 
in times of difficulty, in the areas of 
testing, being Quick to hear, slow to 
speak and slow to wrath. And then he 
finishes out his book addressing the 
one who has failed in those areas 
and how to recover in chapter 5

I won’t respond negative,  and with the absence of mental attitude sins

Due to this reality I’m not going 
to do certain things 

John is teaching that through the application of doctrine 
sin should no longer characterize the Christians walk

John is teaching that through the 
application of doctrine sin should 
no longer characterize the 
Christians walk

Abiding in the vine is that intimate connection 
between the branch and the vine, an intimate 
relationship. And as a result of that relationship, 
there is fruit.

5.12.17

Is related to

4472 ποιέομαι (poieomai), ποιέω (poieō): vb.; 

≡ DBLHebr 6913; Str 4160; TDNT 6.458—1. LN 
90.45 do, make (Lk 13:22)

4556 πράσσω (prassō): vb.; ≡ Str 4238—1. 
LN 42.8 do, act., practice (Ac 3:17; 
26:26)

Acts 26:26 (NKJV)
26 For the king, before whom I also speak freely, 
knows these things; for I am convinced that none 
of these things escapes his attention, since this 
thing was not done in a corner.

Romans 13:4 (NKJV)
4 For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if 
you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the 
sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger 
to execute wrath on him who practices evil.

Verb of continuous action

Not used in Greek to describe continuous 
action

Bad English translation

 John would have availed himself of a continuous verb if that was his intent   

Whoever does righteousness

It’s Not saying: everyone who is born of Him always does righteousness
True righteousness can only be produced by someone who is regenerate

The unregenerate can produce moral good, but not true righteousness!

4472 ποιέομαι (poieomai), ποιέω (poieō): vb.; 

≡ DBLHebr 6913; Str 4160; TDNT 6.458—1. LN 
90.45 do, make (Lk 13:22)

Bad English translation

Whoever does righteousness
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9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
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all unrighteousness.
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Sin 
Nature Carnality 

Sin Nature Control
Producing a deathlike 

experience, we are 
out of fellowship

Adopted into the 
royal family of God Sin

Convention    

Spiritual virtue 
can only be 

produced when 
we’re inside the 
circle, Walking 

by Means of the 
Spirit

This is speaking of spirituality not morality

Matthew 5:20 (NKJV)
20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of 
heaven.

 human morality

Evidence for identifying 
righteousness is obedience to 

doctrine

He who sins is doing what the devil wanted to do

Degrees of sin are perceived by their effect upon society and family

Proverbs 6:16–19 (NKJV)
16 These six things the Lord hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 
17 A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, 
18 A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, 
19 A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren.

What is more evil:
a minister who leads people in false morality
or homosexuality……

You can do a whole slew of good things that are wrong:
go to church, pray, RELIGIOUS ritual,

Join our church practice our 
rituals and you’ll get to 

heaven

Area of strength
Human Good

Personal Sins
Area of Weakness

Lust 
Pattern

TREND
Asceticism, 
Legalism

TREND
licentiousness
lasciviousness
antinomianism

Moral 
Degeneracy

Immoral 
Degeneracy

The Sin Nature

Matthew 23:29–33 (NKJV)
29 “Woe to you, 
scribes and 
Pharisees, 
hypocrites! Because you 
build the tombs of the 
prophets and adorn the 
monuments of the 
righteous, 
30 and say, ‘If we had lived 
in the days of our fathers, 
we would not have been 
partakers with them in the 
blood of the prophets.’ 
31 “Therefore you are 
witnesses against 
yourselves that you are 
sons of those who 
murdered the prophets. 
32 Fill up, then, the 
measure of your fathers’ 
guilt. 
33 Serpents, 
brood of vipers! 
How can you 
escape the 
condemnation of 
hell?

Used like a now, naming the individual
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