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#1Doctrine: Is what gives us Epignosis Confidence! 

#2self-confidence ==  our own self will 

Conclusions drawn by Volition 4 a better life

Everybody knows what they want to know about God!

Because we want to please, know, and obey God; as Christians we act out our 
Epignosis knowledge in our daily life!
We apply that knowledge to the daily situations of life.
Toward the: 

daily trials
Bringing our emotions under control.
Bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.
IN the Choices we make for our daily activities.
How we respond to others throughout the day:

both in our mental attitude towards those individuals
and in the things that we say and do toward them.

Also in how we plan for the future not only for ourselves, but also for others.

We apply that knowledge with intelligent thoughtful confidence; knowing that by doing 
so we are abiding in Christ’s commandments. 

It is through spiritual knowledge, it is through the intelligent, precise, accurate well 
thought out and well organized thought processes of spiritual knowledge, and in the 
daily use of this knowledge, that we will have confidence before Him at His coming

To the level that we choose to abide in Christ, we are actively applying that knowledge 
to the daily situations of life; and the rest we fill in with human moral good, having great 
confidence in our ability to perform at a superior level, and in our ability to come up with 
the best methods to answer the needs of life, and in our great ability to perceive what 
those needs are.

His divine power has given us all things that pertain to life and godliness:

2 Peter 1:1–15 (ESV)
1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by 
the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 
2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 
3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness,  

4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them 

having escaped from the corruption that is in the         world         because of sinful desire. 

5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 
6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 
7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 
8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his 
former sins. 
10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you 
will never fall. 
11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that 
you have. 
13 I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, 
14 since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 
15 And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.

Bringing the sins of the tongue under the control of doctrine is wisdom:

James 3:3–18 (ESV)
3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 
4 Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder 
wherever the will of the pilot directs. 

5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such a 
small fire! 

6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole 

body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 

7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 

8 but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 

10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these 
things ought not to be so. 
11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 
12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water. 

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of 

wisdom. 

14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. 

15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic. 

17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of 
mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 

18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown 
in peace by those who make peace.

Negative Volition & Positive Volition:

Volition Negative: 
You come to church unprepared, not having spent time in prayer or having set your mind to be actively engaged during the 
study. 

Allow your thoughts to wander and focus on: 
the difficulties of your day, 
the empty trinkets of this world, 
the pleasures of this life, 
some exciting endeavor you’re hoping to engage in, 
or a whole host of distractions this cosmic world has to offer.

Volition Positive:
You’ve set your mind and your determination ahead of time, and determined to pay close attention to God’s word being 
communicated so that you can get as much understanding from God’s word as you possibly can; so that you can add 
more knowledge to your collection and better organize your thinking of actual reality as revealed from God to you.

You determined to have the time to stay focused on the study and what’s being communicated.

It’s the Christian who has chosen to be a disciple, who will begin to see significant changes in their 
life!

By this we know love:

1 John 3:1–24 (NKJV)
1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him. 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 
5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 
6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 
7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 
8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might 
destroy the works of the devil. 
9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 
10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who 
does not love his brother. 
11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 
12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his 
brother’s righteous. 
13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 
14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 
15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 
16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 

19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 

20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 
22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do 
those things that are pleasing in His sight. 
23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, as He gave us commandment. 
24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know 
that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

Which one is engaged in your thought process that brings you to your 
conclusion?

746 ἀρετή (aretē), ῆς (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 703; TDNT 1.457—1. LN 88.11 
virtue, goodness, excellence of character (Php 4:8; 2Pe 1:3, 5+)

through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,

you may become partakers of the divine nature, 

3180 κόσμος (kosmos), ου (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ Str 2889; TDNT 3.868—1. LN 1.1 universe, as an 
ordered structure (Ac 17:24); 2. LN 1.39 earth, the surface of the earth, where mankind dwells (Mt 4:8; Mk 
16:15 v.r.); 3. LN 41.38 world system, godless world standards (Gal 6:14)

 world Referencing the the Corrupt societal system of human sinful thought

We either choose to trouble our 
relationship with self-centered 
negativity, or we choose to obey God 
and abide in Christ
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Or we’re just going to rely on

1147 γέεννα (geenna), ης (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 1628 + 2183; Str 

1067; TDNT 1.657—LN 1.21 hell, Gehenna, a Hellenized 
transliteration of the Hebrew, “Hinnom Valley.” A ravine 
just SSW of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. A place of 
trash fires and perpetually burning rubbish, hence the 
figurative extension of a place of eternal punishment 

5053 σοφία (sophia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 

2683; Str 4678; TDNT 7.465—1. LN 32.32 wisdom, 
prudence, discretion, i.e., the capacity to 
understand, and hence act. wisely

2419 ζῆλος (zēlos), ου (ou), ὁ (ho) or ους (ous), τό (to): 
n.masc. or neu.; ≡ DBLHebr 7863; Str 2205; TDNT 2.877—1. LN 
25.46 earnest concern, deeply devoted zeal (Ro 10:2; 2Co 7:7); 2. 
LN 88.162 jealousy, envy, resentment 

4395 πικρός (pikros), ά (a), όν (on): adj.; ≡ DBLHebr 5253; Str 
4089; TDNT 6.122—1. LN 79.41 bitter, salty, pungent (Jas 3:11+); 
2. LN 88.170 resentful (most versions) bitter 
(Jas 3:14+)

2249 ἐριθεία (eritheia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ 

Str 2052; TDNT 2.660—1. LN 88.167 selfish 
ambition, implying rivalry (Ro 2:8; 2Co 
12:20; Gal 5:20; Php 1:17; 2:3; Jas 3:14, 16+)

16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder 
and every vile practice. 

Impossible command

This is what the Bible calls faith:

Faith is the function of reason, your believing something you understand.
It must be understood as gnosis before it can be believed

Romans 10:17 (ESV)
17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

Most Christians choose the good over the best!

The disciple is going to choose the best over the good!

As he grows as a believer he will come to understand what the word of 
God says, his thinking will change, he will exchange the human viewpoint 

in his soul for divine viewpoint.

And resulting from the change of thinking:
there’s a change: 

of behavior and 

of lifestyle,  

of priorities,

so that as the believer grows he begins to demonstrate and manifest his 
new family relationship; so that it becomes visible and evident to others.     

4559 πραΰτης (prautēs), ητος (ētos), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ 

Str 4240; TDNT 6.645—LN 88.59 gentleness, 
meekness, humility (1Co 4:21; 2Co 

10:1; Gal 5:23; 6:1; Eph 4:2; Col 3:12; 2Ti 2:25; Tit 3:2; Jas 
1:21; 3:13; 1Pe 3:16+)

James 1:19 (ESV)
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger;

Chapter 2 Chapter 3 Chapter 4
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don't just give love lip service

The subjunctive mood here does not indicate so 
much of a potentiality as it does an imperatival 
force.

Let us do this

the morphological breakdown

This is a mandate

word or in tongue
Two words in the dative case

By 
means 
of

but

James 2:17 (ESV)

17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
James 2:20 (ESV)

20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless?
James 2:26 (ESV)

26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.

Doctrine that is heard only and not applied is useless

So John is saying we are to love by means of application and by means of truth. 

In other words, this love is not a love that is some kind of uncontrolled emotional love 
for everybody 

but it is controlled in terms of application of doctrine. 

"By means of truth," the Word of God; so there is a control factor on this love. 

The Word of God tells us how and under what circumstances we are to execute this 
kind of love. 

It is a love which has an objective standard in the revealed Word of God. 

That objective standard is: 

first demonstrated in the birth and life of Christ and ultimately on the cross where 
He paid the ultimate price for us, 

secondly, through the direct teaching of God's Word related to the subject of 
love. 

John is challenging every believer who reads this to apply the commandment 
to love one another as Christ loved the church.

By looking at your application of 
love based on doctrine you can 
know something.

Not a sign of salvation!

Are you abiding in Christ and growing spiritually; that’s the issue being communicated

Being "of the truth" has to do with growing believers who are applying 
doctrine in their life. 

If they are walking in the light:

that is our experience of spiritual growth—

then they are of the truth because they are applying the truth in their life. 

If we are loving in truth, then we know that we are operating in the realm of truth, we 
are walking in the light; 

but if we are not doing this we are out of fellowship, the love of God is not abiding 
in us, and we are walking in darkness.

of the truth

1 John 2:28 (ESV)
28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that 
when he appears we may have confidence and not 
shrink from him in shame at his coming.

This has to do with some level of certainty in terms 
of our relationship with God. 

 What John is developing here is the idea that in 
order to have confidence and a level of certainty at 
His coming, and not to be ashamed, then we should 
be applying the principle of impersonal love in all of 
our relationships. 

And that’s a sign of growth, a sign of fellowship, and 
a sign that we have reached a level of maturity so 
that we will not be ashamed at the judgment seat of 
Christ, the evaluation judgment for all believers.

God wants us to be strong confident knowledgeable disciples!
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