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Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”

Revelation 1:1–20 (NKJV)
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things which must shortly take place. And He sent and 
signified it by His angel to His servant John, 
2 who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 
3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written in it; for the time is near. 

4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who 

was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 

5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.  
 

Part B of v5.     To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood,

6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

The divine transaction; the payment for our sin, A Mercy Exchange:

“Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?”

Understanding The blood of Jesus:

The concept of washing and the use of the term “by his blood” are terms that are used in 
relation to the total concept of salvation.

Romans 5:9 (NKJV)
9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

Hebrews 9:14 (NKJV)
14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse 
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

1 John 1:7 (NKJV)
7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.

Revelation 5:9 (NKJV)
9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed 
us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,

Romans 3:25–26 (NKJV)
25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 
26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

“By his blood” relates to all of the dimensions of salvation.

Physical violent death

John 19:25–30 (NKJV)
25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 

26 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your 
son!” 

27 Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home. 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” 
29 Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. 

30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And 

bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.

Matthew 27:45–50 (NKJV)

45 Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land. 

God the father imputes the sin of man to Jesus Christ on the cross:

Jesus Christ is judicially separated from God the father on the cross:

It is Christ’s humanity that is receiving the judgment for sin! 

Not his deity!

What was the judgment for sin?

It was spiritual death / which is separation from God; and this is completed before he dies 
physically!

46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” 

that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 

47 Some of those who stood there, when they heard that, said, “This Man is calling for Elijah!” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink. 
49 The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to save Him.” 

50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and 

yielded up His spirit.

Must not evaluate our spiritual well-being on the basis of emotion, good feelings, and 
intuition.
Our spiritual well-being is based on the objective word of God; it is verifiable, revealed 
doctrine.

We know we are in fellowship if we have practiced 1 John 1:9, and then we know we are 
advancing as we are pursuing and implementing doctrine; and only by this we know we are 
doing well spiritually!!!

Because this has 
taken place, verse 6 
can now take place; 
Which speaks of 
inheritance

Blood is an idiom that speaks of the violent 
death (It was a spiritual death), which is the 
price for Adam’s sin of which we are all guilty

Genesis 9:6 (NKJV)

6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood 
shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man.

Whoever murders another man

To bring into favor

mm

Matthew 27:55 (NKJV)
55 And many women who followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him, were there looking on from 
afar,

Mark 15:40 (NKJV)
40 There were also women looking on from afar, among whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James the Less and of Joses, and Salome,

Luke 23:49 (NKJV)
49 But all His acquaintances, and the women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, 
watching these things.

Synoptic Gospels:

These women are witnesses to 
His crucifixion, death and 

resurrection

Jesus fulfills his responsibility as a 
firstborn son, and appoints John to 
take his place in looking after his 
mother

John 21:20–23 (NKJV)
20 Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His 
breast at the supper, and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” 
21 Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?” 
22 Jesus said to him, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You 
follow Me.” 
23 Then this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him 
that he would not die, but, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you?”

A hint that John would outlive the other disciples; 
and thus live long enough to care for his mother

12 noon and 6 PM

Why is there darkness?

It’s frequently associated with 
judgment

Isaiah 5:20 (NKJV)
20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for 

darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!
Isaiah 60:19–20 (NKJV)
19 “The sun shall no longer be your light by day, Nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you; But the 
Lord will be to you an everlasting light, And your God your glory. 
20 Your sun shall no longer go down, Nor shall your moon withdraw itself; For the Lord will be your 
everlasting light, And the days of your mourning shall be ended.
Joel 2:10–11 (NKJV)
10 The earth quakes before them, The heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark, And the stars 
diminish their brightness. 
11 The Lord gives voice before His army, For His camp is very great; For strong is the One who executes His 
word. For the day of the Lord is great and very terrible; Who can endure it?
Joel 2:30–31 (NKJV)
30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 
31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and 
awesome day of the Lord.
Amos 8:9–10 (NKJV)
9 “And it shall come to pass in that day,” says the Lord God, “That I will make the sun go down at noon, And I 
will darken the earth in broad daylight; 
10 I will turn your feasts into mourning, And all your songs into lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on every 
waist, And baldness on every head; I will make it like mourning for an only son, And its end like a bitter day.

3357 λογίζομαι (logizomai): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 3108; Str 3049; TDNT 
4.284—1. LN 30.9 reason about, ponder, think about (1Co 13:11); 2. LN 29.4 
keep mental record, bear in mind (1Co 13:5; 2Co 5:19); 3. LN 31.1 hold a view, 
have an opinion (Lk 22:37; 2Co 10:2; Mk 15:28 v.r.); 4. LN 57.227 
charge to account, keep records of debits and credits 
(Ro 4:3–24; 6:11; Gal 3:6; Jas 2:23)

In the humanity of Jesus He is being identified with the wrath of God in this cup of 
judgment:

Matthew 20:22 (NKJV)
22 But Jesus answered and said, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be 

baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They said to Him, “We are able.”

Examples of the cup associated with judgment

Revelation 14:10 (NKJV)

10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of 
His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

Isaiah 51:22 (NKJV)

22 Thus says your Lord, The Lord and your God, Who pleads the cause of His people: “See, I have taken out of your hand The cup 

of trembling, The dregs of the cup of My fury; You shall no longer drink it.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV)
21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him.

Spiritual death, Not physical death, 

Genesis 2:16–17 (NKJV)
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 
17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
of it you shall surely die.”

Genesis 3:6–8 (NKJV)
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree 
desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 
7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves coverings. 
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden.

Adam was judicially separated from God:

Consequences of spiritual death: Ultimately and the most 
severe of the consequences is physical death:

Genesis 3:9–19 (NKJV)
9 Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?” 
10 So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 
11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded 
you that you should not eat?” 
12 Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 
13 And the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, You are cursed more than all cattle, 
And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your 
life. 
15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 

16 To the woman He said: 
I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; 
In pain you shall bring forth children; 
Your desire shall be for your husband, And 
he shall rule over you.” 

17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten 
from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “

Cursed is the ground for your sake; 
In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 

18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, 
And you shall eat the herb of the field. 

19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, 
For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And 

to dust you shall return.”

Psalm 22:1 (NKJV)
1 My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from helping Me, And from the words of 
My groaning?

John 19:28–30 (NKJV)

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now 
accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” 

29 Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, 
and put it to His mouth. 

30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” 

And 

bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.

Indication that in the humanity of Christ, fellowship that intimacy, was broken 
which indicates the spiritual death of the man Christ Jesus

About 150 times in the ministry of Christ he refers to God as his Father; and 
at least 45 times he uses the phrase my father.

But here this is the only time he refers to Him as my God; indicating a 
spiritual death.

He uttered the word (τετέλεσται, tetelestai) that has been 

found on many an ancient bill of sale: “Paid in full!”

Important to note: 

All sin was paid for at the cross.
No matter what sin we committed before we believed in Christ, it has no bearing at all on our eternal 
inheritance or rewards!

Also: there is no sin after we are saved that has any bearing at all on our eternal inheritance!

Sin is not the issue;

 The issue is whether or not we’ve applied doctrine, whether or not we’ve matured spiritually 
through the application of doctrine.

4.5.18

this verb is in the perfect tense
It’s not being done; it’s already 
completed, and continues to exist in the 
present


