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Spiritual labor:
Today’s culture is in such a state of negative volition and 
spiritual decline; so much so that the popularity of false 
teaching far surpasses the popularity of sound biblical 
teaching. 

The more content in the message, and the 
more in-depth the Bible study; 

the more presuppositions of human viewpoint 
thinking and pagan thinking is challenged in the 
minds of believers. 

And the result is that fewer and fewer people are 
attracted to it. 

It’s just too difficult, it’s too challenging for them; they 
don’t want to have to think, they don’t want to be 
challenged with the demands of the spiritual life.

The spiritual life is just too toilsome, and rather than 
having the intellectual knowledge of knowing that they’re 
right with God; 

they just want to feel like they’re right with God, they 
want to be stroked, they want to feel spiritual!

Worldly goals and pleasures:

The issue oftentimes for many Christians is 
choosing something that’s good, or that which 

is better!

But the biblically defined Christian life requires giving 
up things we enjoy doing; things that are not necessarily 
wrong or evil. 

But in order to accomplish the goals set out for us in 
Scripture, (as we mature) we find that there just isn’t time 
for the distracting worldly goals and pleasures of this life!

God has given us a very limited lifespan, and I want to do 
those things the best please Him, and best influence those 
to whom God has given me to associate with, for their 
eternal benefit.

The disciplined Christian life is just too much for most 
believers!
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In the opening chapters of the book of Revelation, Jesus Christ gives His evaluation of the seven churches by way of these 
letters.

What is the purpose of the letters to the seven churches, for us:

To the Angel of Church of Ephesus 
Works-patients-endurance-inheritance

They will demonstrate the major trends that will take place in churches throughout the church age.

To equip us to be discerning, and aware of the tendencies, so that we don’t fall prey! 

To prepare us for the judgment seat of Christ, 

To better equip us to rule and reign with Christ in eternity.

Time to prepare:

Revelation 2:1–7 (NKJV)

1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 

‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the 
seven golden lampstands: 

2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 

And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 

3 and you have persevered and have patience, and 

have labored for My name’s sake and have not become                   . 

4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 

5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and 
remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 

6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will 
give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise 
of God.” ’

Fruit Is what’s being 
communicated; false doctrine.

Not intended to be used against 
fellow believers by how they’re 
acting out there life; to determine 
if they’re going to heaven or hell

5.17.18

Choosing that which is best over that which good 

Because they are to be Legal witnesses who 
will record the activities of the saints, which will 
be held in store for the judgment seat of Christ

Jesus Christ holds authority over the Angels; and with them as 
His legal witnesses, they walk among the churches.

He is aware of choices made to 
obey doctrine; 

And also of the preferred choices 
to love this world.

5705 ὑπομονή (hypomonē), 
ῆς (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 5281; 
TDNT 4.581—LN 25.174 
endurance, 
perseverance, patience 

Part A.

The application of doctrine
works

1002 βαστάζω (bastazō): vb.; ≡ Str 941; 
TDNT 1.596—1. LN 15.188 carry, bear an 
object (Mk 14:13); 2. LN 15.201 remove, carry 
away from a place (Jn 20:15); 3. LN 
25.177 endure, bear up under 
(Ac 15:10)

Though we don’t want to be condemning, proud and arrogant; we 
are supposed to be able to discern and communicate the evil of 
false doctrine!

Matthew 7:13–20 (NKJV)
13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to 
destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 
14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few 
who find it. 

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 
16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from 
thistles? 

17 Even so, every good tree bears good Fruit, but a bad tree bears bad Fruit. 
18 A good tree cannot bear bad Fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good Fruit. 
19 Every tree that does not bear good Fruit is cut down and thrown into the Fire. 
20 Therefore by their Fruit you will know them.

Bad doctrine

Fire is not intended to be 
understood as “the lake of fire” 
or eternal damnation

Colossians 3:1–3 (NKJV)
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 
2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

Legacy
The desire for admiration and 

approval

Religion is always more popular with the masses, 
then biblical teaching

evil 2805 κακός (kakos), ή (ē), όν (on): adj.; ≡ DBLHebr 8273, 

8288; Str 2556; TDNT 3.469—1. LN 88.106 bad 
(immoral), wicked, wrong (Mt 21:41);

Evil: everything that is produced by the sin nature

This would also include 
human good, under the 

guise of religion;

And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; Part B.

The application of doctrine
Having a knowledge of doctrine, they 

were able to discern the evil

Apostle: in a general sense it is someone who is 
commissioned to perform a particular task.

Definition for the general use of the term:

They have labored and upheld the 
high standard of the reputation or 
character of Christ

2827 κάμνω (kamnō): 
vb.; ≡ Str 2577—1. LN 23.142 be 
sick (Jas 5:15+)

weary

247 ἀλλά (alla): pt.; ≡ Str 235—
1. LN 89.125 but, a marker of 
emphatic contrast C
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Matthew 7:13–14 (NKJV)
13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and 
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who go in by it. 

14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is 
the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

SIDE POINT

They had a high doctrinal standard

4279 πειράζω (peirazō): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 5814; Str 3985; TDNT 
6.23—1. LN 27.46 examine, 
submit another to a test, to 
learn the true nature or 
character of

Technical use

Apostle

4755 πρῶτος (prōtos), η (ē), ον (on): adj.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 8037; Str 4413; TDNT 6.865—1. LN 
60.46 first, in a series (Ac 26:23; Mk 16:9 v.r.; 
Jn 8:7 v.r.; Ac 13:33 v.r.); 2. LN 67.18 before, 
earlier, formerly (Mt 27:64); 3. LN 87.45 
prominent, of high rank, foremost (Mt 
20:27; Mk 6:21); 4. LN 65.24 best, superior to 
all compared to (Lk 15:22); 5. LN 65.52 most 
important ,  Highest priority (Mk 12:28)

A mature spiritual love:

Ephesians 1:15–23 (NKJV)
15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love for all the saints, 

John 13:34–35 (NKJV)

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; 
as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”

They had 
digressed 
in 30 years 
from this

How do you know that your children will know 
that God is real and worth serving?

Is it because you memorize Scripture and you 
attend Bible study regular?

Obey God’s Word: 
As mature Christians we do what we do because the Bible says specifically what we are to 
do. Obeying Christ is our motivation and priority, not the praise of men.

When the Christian husband shows gentleness, love, honor and kindness to his wife 
and when he’s attentive and kind to his children. He’s a good 
provider for the family; the manner and the standard by which he carries out that 
obligation, will be observed by his children. They will see and admire and give thanks to God 
as they mature, and begin to see how the Scriptures are effectively put into practice in daily 
life.

The same is true for the mother: the children will observe her diligence and commitment 
as she faithfully fulfills her position as a wife, and as a mother, and as a 
meticulous housekeeper. 

This is all done because  she has recognized her God-given sacred responsibilities, and you 
have set your mind to obey Christ in all things.

Proverbs 31:28–31 (NKJV)

28 Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and 
he praises her: 
29 “Many daughters have done well, But you excel them all.” 

30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be 
praised. 
31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, And let her own works praise her in the gates.

A man’s primary responsibilities:

1. To love God with all the heart soul and mind
2. provider
3. husband 
4. father 

A woman’s primary responsibilities:

1. To love God with all the heart soul and mind
2. wife 
3. housekeeper
4. mother

Acts 20:32 (NKJV)

32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and 
to the word of His grace, which is able to build you 
up and give you an inheritance among all those 
who are sanctified.

Suggested key 
memory verse
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