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Character =

Smyrna the  Faithful

quality of behavior, 

which is based on our love for God; 

which is based on our obedience to specific doctrine

If we are going to stand firm in the midst of 
adversity:

We must first exercise the Scriptures teaching us to become skilled in 
family relationships.

Beginning our study with a few 
thoughts:

Faithful the Fundamental basics for spiritual growth:

Revelation 2:8–11 (NKJV)

8 “And to the angel  of the church in Smyrna write, 

‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: 

9 “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say 

they  are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 

Behavioral standards:
  
10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into 

prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, 

and I will give you the crown of life. 

11 “He who has an ear, 

Don’t just listen:
11 b. let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

11 c. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’

Levels of Maturity:
There’s a significant difference between Sophie’s level of maturity, and Jude’s level of maturity

There is a much greater difference in Lydia and Michael’s level of maturity and Sophie’s level of maturity

In the same way there’s a significant difference in my level of maturity from the time I first believed Christ, to the time 
that Stonehouse church broke up.

And then again there is a significant difference in my level of maturity from the time the stone house church broke up, 
to where I’m at today.

Respect: 
Learn to hold your tongue when the older generation speaks.
Don’t accuse the older generation; but show respect and be silent

Leviticus 19:32 (NKJV)

32 ‘You shall rise before the gray headed and honor the presence of an old man, and 
fear your God: I am the Lord.
Proverbs 23:22 (NKJV)
22 Listen to your father who begot you, And do not despise your mother when she is old.

Genesis 31:35 (NKJV)
35 And she said to her father, “Let it not displease my lord that I cannot rise before you, for the manner 
of women is with me.” And he searched but did not find the household idols.

Genesis 43:27 (NKJV)
27 Then he asked them about their well-being, and said, “Is your father well, the old man of whom you 
spoke? Is he still alive?”

1 Kings 2:19–25 (NKJV)
19 Bathsheba therefore went to King Solomon, to speak to him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet 
her and bowed down to her, and sat down on his throne and had a throne set for the 
king’s mother; so she sat at his right hand. 

20 Then she said, “I desire one small petition of you; do not refuse me.” And the king said to her, “Ask it, my mother, for 
I will not refuse you.” 
21 So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother as wife.” 
22 And King Solomon answered and said to his mother, “Now why do you ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? 
Ask for him the kingdom also—for he is my older brother—for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of 
Zeruiah.” 
23 Then King Solomon swore by the Lord, saying, “May God do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah has not spoken 
this word against his own life! 
24 Now therefore, as the Lord lives, who has confirmed me and set me on the throne of David my father, and who has 
established a house for me, as He promised, Adonijah shall be put to death today!” 
25 So King Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he struck him down, and he died.

Job 32:4–9 (NKJV)
4 Now because they were years older than he, Elihu had waited to speak to Job. 
5 When Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of these three men, his wrath was aroused. 
6 So Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, answered and said: “I am young in years, and you are very old; Therefore I 
was afraid, And dared not declare my opinion to you. 
7 I said, ‘Age should speak, And multitude of years should teach wisdom.’ 
8 But there is a spirit in man, And the breath of the Almighty gives him understanding. 
9 Great men are not always wise, Nor do the aged always understand justice.

Proverbs 16:31–32 (NKJV)
31 The silver-haired head is a crown of glory, If it is found in the way of righteousness. 
32 He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who rules his spirit than he 
who takes a city.

Proverbs 20:29–30 (NKJV)
29 The glory of young men is their strength, And the splendor of old men is their gray head. 

30 Blows that hurt cleanse away evil, As do stripes the inner depths of the heart.

Isaiah 3:5 (NKJV)
5 The people will be oppressed, Every one by another and every one by his neighbor; The child will be 
insolent toward the elder, And the base toward the honorable.”

Lamentations 5:12 (NKJV)
12 Princes were hung up by their hands, And elders were not respected.

Romans 13:7 (NKJV)
7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, 
honor to whom honor.

Ephesians 6:1–3 (NKJV)
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 
3 “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”

1 Timothy 5:1–2 (NKJV)
1 Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, 
2 older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, with all purity.

Proverbs 16:31–32 (NKJV)
31 The silver-haired head is a crown of glory, If it is found in the way of 
righteousness. 

32 He who is slow to anger is better 
than the mighty, And he who rules 
his spirit than he who takes a 
city.
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Being dependable:

it’s the idea of consistency in taking 
in the word of God and making daily use of 

specific teachings.

It’s not random faithfulness!
 

1.  It’s developing daily prayer.

2.  It’s developing the steady daily use of 
CLEANSING 1 John 1:9

3.  It’s developing steady daily use of 
relationship doctrines.

Be faithful

John 15:1–11 (NKJV)
1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 

2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bear fruit He 

prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 

4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you, unless you Abide in Me. 

5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who Abide in Me, and I in him, bear much fruit; 
for without Me you can do nothing. 

6 If anyone does not Abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and 
throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 

7 If you Abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for 
you. 

8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 

10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s 

commandments and abide in His love. 
11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.

Abide in Me

Faithfulness is related to

bear fruit speaks of 
production

Abide in Me is the 
consistent application of known 
doctrine

abide in My love is the mind 
set of character developed through 
the consistent application of doctrine; 
that produces determination to know 
and apply all of God’s word.

So the idea for us is: 

the consistent application of 
doctrine will produce a greater 
amount; 

Resulting in a state of 
complete satisfaction

4498 πολύς (polys), πολλή (pollē), πολύ 

(poly): adj. [see πλείων (pleiōn), πλεῖον (pleion) or 
πλέον (pleon), between 4427–4428, also πολλά 
(polla), between 4489–4490]; ≡ DBLHebr 8041; Str 
4183 & 4118 & 4119; TDNT 6.536—1. LN 59.1 many, a 
great number (Mt 7:22; Jn 7:31; Ac 2:40; 1Co 9:19); 2. 
LN 59.11 much, extensive quantity

4444 πληρόω (plēroō), πληρόομαι 
(plēroomai): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 4848; Str 4137; 
TDNT 6.286—1. LN 67.70 (dep.) come to an end, 
complete (Ac 7:30); 2. LN 78.46 (dep.) be 
completely, have a full degree (Ac 13:52); 3. LN 
59.37 fill, cause something to be full (Mt 13:48; 
Ac 2:2); 4. LN 59.33 make complete, 
make total

5915 χαρά (chara), ᾶς (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ 

Str 5479; TDNT 9.359—1. LN 25.123 
gladness, state of rejoicing, 
happiness

State of satisfaction

John the Revelator

Jesus then encourages us in the 

production of more

Listen with the intent of applying

Be faithful until death, and  
I  will give you the crown of life.     The idea is to be consistent in the 

application of specific doctrine, 
no matter the difficulty, and the 
result will be that you will receive 

the crown of life
The Distribution of rewards is at:

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV)
10 For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one 
may receive the things done in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good 
or bad.

All our production will be evaluated at the judgment seat of Christ:

1 Corinthians 3:10–17 (NKJV)
10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the 
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 
11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, 

13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by 

fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 

14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 

15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire. 
16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 
17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, 
which temple you are.

bb

The word of God

Jesus

Without this understanding 
there is no spiritual 

growth

fundamentals

An additional 
quality and 
capacity for 

eternal existence

John 3:18 (NKJV)
18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God.Not talking about eternal 

condemnation for the 
believer

Has to do with the doctrine of inheritance

Begins with cleansing

92 ἀδικέω (adikeō): vb.; ≡ Str 91; TDNT 

1.157—1. LN 20.25 hurt, harm

Revelation 21:8 (NKJV)
8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which 
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

3538 μέρος (meros), ους (ous), τό (to): 

n.neu.; ≡ Str 3313; TDNT 4.594—1. LN 
63.14 part, in contrast to the 
whole

The winner, the achiever,
The one who successfully 
applies Scripture
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