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Success: Faithful & Works or equivalent

Obey Scripture

You shouldn’t think; God wants me to have a happy marriage and 
good children!

What makes your relationship truly successful is that your acting out your relationship with your spouse by the known 
anchor point; 

The specific teachings of Scripture. 

You must have knowledge of specific teachings, and it is on the bases of these specific teachings that you must 
interact with your spouse, work, and children.

It is you’re active engagement with the anchor point (Biblical teachings) that makes your marriage 

successful . 

It is not due to the fact that you get along well with your spouse, that is not what makes you successful.

We must be faithful in our daily use of Scripture if we are going to succeed.

What did Paul mean when he said “I have kept the faith?

What did Paul mean when he said “I have kept the faith”?
2 Timothy 4:7–8 (NKJV)

7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on 
that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

The faith is a system of thought given by God.

Inheritance: 

contingent on volition and works

Revelation 2:11 (NKJV)

11 “He who has an ear, 

Don’t just listen:
11 b. let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

11 c. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’

Grace:

The teaching of grace is, Jesus Christ paid the penalty for every sin, so that sin is no longer the issue when it 
comes to your eternal relationship with God. 

It may affect other things. 

Continual sin in the post-salvation life of the believer represents a failure to grow. 
And there are consequences if the believer is living out of fellowship for the majority of the time.

Romans 11:6 (NKJV)

6 And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, 
it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.

Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV)

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

Inheritance: for the Faithful, or the obedient 
Revelation 21:7–8 (NKJV)

7 He who overcomes shall inherit all 
things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 

8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually 

immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars 

shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

11 b.

11 c.

Listen with the intent of applying

Be faithful until death, and 

  I   will give you the crown of life.     The idea is to be consistent in the 
application of specific doctrine, 
no matter the difficulty, and the 
result will be that you will receive 

the crown of life
The Distribution of rewards is at:

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV)
10 For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one 
may receive the things done in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good 
or bad.

All our production will be evaluated at the judgment seat of Christ:

1 Corinthians 3:10–17 (NKJV)
10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the 
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 
11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, 

13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by 

fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 

14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 

15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire. 
16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 
17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, 
which temple you are.

The word of God

Jesus

An additional 
quality and 
capacity for 

eternal existence

John 3:18 (NKJV)

18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; 

but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God.

Not talking about eternal 
condemnation for the 
believer

Has to do with the doctrine of inheritance

92 ἀδικέω (adikeō): vb.; ≡ Str 91; TDNT 

1.157—1. LN 20.25 hurt, harm

Revelation 21:8 (NKJV)
8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which 
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

3538 μέρος (meros), ους (ous), τό (to): 

n.neu.; ≡ Str 3313; TDNT 4.594—1. LN 
63.14 part, in contrast to the 
whole

The winner, the achiever,
The one who successfully 
applies Scripture

The teachings of Scripture

Example ?

Every once in a while you of a couple who had a good relationship, and 
having lived their life, the one ends up dying within a few hours of the other.

Success doesn’t mean you’ve made it through life with great romance and 
devotion to your spouse.

Success means you’ve learned God’s word and you’ve applied it daily

 Romance 

God wants us to obey Scripture

The waves of life (Opinions of 
men) toss us back and forth like 
the sea; but the word of God is 
an anchor for our soul, it 
stabilizes our thoughts, so that 
we’re not tossed everywhere with 
the ups and downs of human 
subjective thought.

Did they serve God with all their 
heart?
Did they raise their children to know 
Scripture and obey it?

Suffer loss

1254 δέ (de): pt. and cj.; ≡ Str 1161—1. LN 89.94 

and, a marker of an addition, sometimes implying a 
contrast (Tit 1:1); 2. LN 89.87 and then, a marker of 
closely related events (Mt 1:2); 3. LN 89.124 
but, a marker of contrast

The contrastive 
conjunction is

To him who does not overcome

3538 μέρος (meros), ους (ous), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ 

Str 3313; TDNT 4.594—1. LN 63.14 part, in 
contrast to the whole

1 Corinthians 3:15 (NKJV)

15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will 

suffer loss; but he himself will be 
saved, yet so as through fire.

John 3:18 (NKJV)

18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; 

but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God.

Key memory verse

6.24.18

Grace

Faithful, contingent blessings and inheritance
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