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What verses 9-10 are not saying:

Philadelphia

Revelation 3:7–13 (NASB95)
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, 
and who shuts and no one opens, says this: 
8 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My 
word, and have not denied My name. 

9 ‘Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews and are 
not, but lie—I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and make them know that I 
have loved you. 

10 ‘Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that 
hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 

11 ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 
12 ‘He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the 
name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new 
name. 
13 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’

What verse 10 is saying:

This passage tells believers that we are not going to go through the Tribulation,

but it doesn't tell us anything about how we are kept from the Tribulation,
that comes from other passages of Scripture. 

Nevertheless this is an important verse because it supports other passages that teach us that the church does not go 
through the Tribulation period. 

What keeps us out of the Tribulation, is the event known as the Rapture.

Key passages:

John 14:1–3 (NKJV)
1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 
2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 
also.

Philippians 3:11 (NKJV)
11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Philippians 3:1–11 (NKJV)
1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe. 
2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation! 
3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 
4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 
5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, 
a Pharisee; 
6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 
7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 

8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

9 and be found in Him, 

not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
which is from God by faith; 

10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection,  

10 ……. and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death

11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

This is the whole purpose
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should be a comma because you have kept the word of My perseverance,Followed 
by

no comma 
but a periodverse 

should 
start here

This passage would then simply tell believers that we are not going to go through the 
Tribulation; 

and not saying that (‘Because you have kept the word of 

My perseverance,) I also will keep you from the hour of testing,
This would be inconsistent with the rest of scripture

Revelation 3:10 (NASB95)
10 I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon 
the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 

In the context, Paul starts out by talking about all the things he 
counted as producing righteousness in himself; 

all of his religious activities, 
his pedigree as a Pharisee, 
his consistent obedience to the law, 
all of the things that according to Jewish custom of the day would put one in good 
standing with God.

He concludes in verse 7 by saying, 
that all those things that in his opinion placed him in good standing with God, all 
of his religious activities by which he was so impressed with himself, after he was 
saved, he counted as nothing, 

(NKJV)

What follows describes what it means to be found in Him?

1st to have (imputed righteousness)

What gives us approval before God? It is the fact 
that we have Christ's righteousness imputed to us

Verb: impute
|im'pyoot|
Associate ownership or authorship with • People 
impute great cleverness to cats
= ascribe, assign, attribute
~ evaluate, judge, pass judgment
⇒ accredit, anthropomorphize, blame, carnalize, 
charge, credit, externalize, interiorize, internalize, 
personate, personify, project, reattribute, sensualize

not our own righteousness

Relative pronoun   
following this is going 
to describe" not having 
my own righteousness

Philippians 3:8 (RSV)
8 Indeed I count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
count them as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ

So # 1. in verse 8 he says 
"I also count all things loss for the excellence of 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord

and # 2. in verse 10

Philippians 3:11 
(RSV)
11 that if possible I 
may attain the 
resurrection from 
the dead.

(NKJV)
as if there is some doubt or question in 

Paul's mind

Philippians 3:11 (NASB95)
11 in order that I may attain to 
the resurrection from the dead.

a more clear transmission

ANASTASIS is the normal Greek word for resurrection; 

This word EXANASTASIS is just another synonym for the Rapture. 

The way that is translated, "if, by any means," is an extremely unusual construction in the 
Greek. 

It starts with EI [e)i] which is translated "if," but it has a subjunctive mood verb. There is not 
normally an EI with the subjunctive mood verb in a conditional clause in the Greek. It is very rare, 

but it is used here and it is because there is a little word in between, POS [pwj]. This 

construction is used to express what is called a final purpose. 

In a list of purpose clauses it is the last one in the list. 

So what we come to is, it is not "if, by any means," as if Paul isn't sure whether or not 
he is going to make the Rapture. 

Remember, he is a believer, so dead or alive he is going to make the Rapture. 

This isn't a statement related to imminency, that maybe I'll be Raptured. He will be, because he is a 
believer. 

He is making, instead, a distinct statement,  

the NASB translates it correctly when we look at those first three words "in order that." 
The translators caught the thrust of this very rare Greek idiom. It is simply expressing the last 
purpose clause.

1983 ἐξανάστασις ( ex anastasis), εως 

(eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 1815; TDNT 1.371—LN 
23.93 resurrection, live again after 
physical death (Php 3:11+)

Same preposition

At any moment

Revelation 3:10 (NKJV)

10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour 
of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

1666 ἐκ (ek): prep.; ≡ Str 1537—7. LN 89.121 
free from, from, apart from; a marker 
of dissociation (Jn 17:15; 1Co 9:19)

12.23.18

The definition of resurrection power depends on Christ’s experience since the only model is Christ. 

The power: displayed through Christ’s resurrection, is also available through Christ. 
 

Resurrection power does not first begin at conversion. 
⁃ prior to becoming a believer, we were born dead. 
⁃
⁃ So the spiritual life is not a resurrection but a new birth; then we are empowered for the spiritual life, 

through the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.
⁃
⁃ We do not experience a spiritual resurrection when we are born again (However a new spiritual 

energy characterizes the new life in Christ.) yet this powerful life only begins at conversion. 
⁃
⁃ We become spiritually alive through faith in Christ. 
⁃ But in contrast; Jesus is born spiritually alive when He came from the father at the advent.

Jesus the man, then became alive again both physically and spiritually at the resurrection from the 
dead, by His own power. 
He became the model for the resurrection, for all church age believers to 

rest their hope in

Successively and progressively 
the Christian moral life must be changed, 
the physical body ultimately transformed, and 
the believers brought to the eternal resting place of resurrection; heaven itself, before we 

return with Christ for His Kingly millennial reign. 

The transformation does not happen at once. 

It culminates in the attaining of the resurrection from the dead. 

The resurrection occurs at the time of the Lord’s return to earth. (1 Thess 4:13–18). That will finalize 
the application of resurrection power to the Christian.

It is His divine power

Sanctification

Resurrection power achieves the entire process. Paul’s 
longing to know Christ, therefore, was a longing to be 
like Christ in his glorified state.

Knowing Christ also meant identifying with his death. This 
involved participating in suffering and being conformed to his 
death. 

Here Paul paralleled: 

In Romans the suffering, was the death of 
Christ into which Paul had been 
baptized. 

He thus participated in what Christ did for him when he died. 

Paul did not expect to contribute to Christ’s sufferings, i.e., by 
taking on himself some redemptive suffering as Jesus did, 
neither did he mean that he would suffer and 
die as Jesus did. 

The theological substructure of this passage is the Christian’s 
identification with Christ.

 part B

Romans 6:3–5 (NKJV)
3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death? 
4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also 
shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,

Paul was not saying he wanted to contribute to Christ's death

Paul also spoke of his identification with Christ’s death. 

Being united with Christ in his death was:  a spiritual reality. 

But being conformed to his death was: the daily process of living. 

Again we have the theological parallel. 

The task of the Christian is, in part, to realize that the nature of 
salvation is a death. By constantly choosing that death to sin and self, a 
conformity to Jesus’ death occurs. Jesus completely died to self and 
became a sacrifice for others. 

It was the greatest demonstration of commitment to the will of God, 
and it was that death which brought his resurrection life. 

Paul realized that conformity to Jesus’ death made him a candidate 
for resurrection power. This helps explain the spiritual discipline 
mentioned that follow verse 11: 

Romans 6:11 (NKJV)
11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, 
but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Sanctification

Philippians 3:12–16 (NASB95)
12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I 
press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by 
Christ Jesus. 
13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
15 Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in 
anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 
16 however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have 
attained.

Communication and timely Communication
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