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Revelation 3:7–13 (NKJV)
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who 
opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: 
8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and 
have not denied My name. 
9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship 
before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 
10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test 
those who dwell on the earth. 

Philadelphia

Hold fast what you have

11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. 

11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have,    that no one may take your crown. 

The purpose clause:
“ that no one may take your crown. ”

We are still looking at

The Purpose clause:
“ that no one may take your crown. ”

11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have,    that no one may take your crown. 

nn

1.13.19

not in the better manuscripts

was only in the few MSS that 
became a vital part of what was 
known as the Textus Receptus or the 
received text, which became the 
foundation for the KJV translation.

emphasis here a 
sudden and 
unexpected return

Revelation 2:24–25 (NASB95)

24 ‘But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not Hold this teaching, who have not 
known the deep things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden on you. 

25 ‘Nevertheless what you have, Hold fast until I come.

The word "Hold" is used there in terms of holding to biblical truths, doctrine that’s already 
understood and  established in the soul. 

But also of having correct practice. 

The idea of doctrine in Scripture is not just the idea of abstract theological correctness of 
thinking. 

The biblical concept of teaching doesn't see a differentiation between teaching and practice, they are all 
one and the same thing. 

So there is a connection here between holding to orthodoxy and practice. 

What is it that they have in the context here? 
⁃ They have correct doctrine, truth; 
⁃ and they have not compromised the practice of that truth do to pressure coming from the culture 

around them.
⁃ they have been encouraged to maintain a steady practice of that truth: and once again with future 

puppose.
⁃

Revelation 2:13–14 (NASB95)

13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; and you Hold fast My name, 

and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who 
was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 

14 ‘But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who Hold the teaching of 
Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things 
sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality.

Notice the contrast between Holding fast on the one hand, "my name," in contrast 
to 

denying "my faith,"  
⁃ faith in the sense of the body of truth, doctrine, 

teaching and application that is part of Christianity. 
⁃ (krateō) is used in numerous contexts to indicate:

⁃ holding on to a your right doctrine and 
⁃ holding fast to your spiritual life and 
⁃ spiritual growth 
⁃ and not being distracted.

it’s not simply abstract doctrine.

It’s the application of that doctrine in life. 

It is the idea that whatever you 
have done as you have grown and 
as you have matured, don't let 
anything take away from that.

Hold fast what you have

Each of these letters to the seven churches outline special privileges and promises 
for the Overcomers or the Successful believers. 

There are three crowns mentioned in Scripture. 
⁃
⁃ These are special awards given to believers who persevere or endure.

1. The crown of righteousness:
2 Timothy 4:7–8 (NASB95)
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the 
faith; 

8 in the future there is laid up for me The crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have 
loved His appearing.

2. The crown of life:

James 1:12 (NASB95)
12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive 

the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

Revelation 2:10 (NASB95)
10 ‘Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into 
prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, 

and I will give you the crown of life.

3. The crown of glory:
1 Peter 5:2–4 (NASB95)
2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, 
according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 
3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 

4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 
crown of glory.

This is described and attributed specifically to the 
believer who advances to spiritual maturity. 

Every believer has an opportunity to receive the crown 
of righteousness

Special capacity above and beyond others in the future 
kingdom. It goes to those who persevere to spiritual 
maturity, to persevere in trial. 

The crown of glory is to pastors and missionaries who 
are successful in first understanding the Word of God, 
and then applying it to there daily life, and then 
accurately communicating the Word of God

More and more churches are run like a business or a 
corporation.

Where the pastor is viewed more like a C.E.O., the 
manager; 
⁃ it emphasizes his role as a people person, taking 

care of all the things that go on in the life of the 
church, and on occasion he teaches the Bible; 

⁃
⁃ but because he is so busy managing and 

administering all of the different things that go on in 
the local church, he doesn't have a lot of time to 
study and teach. 

⁃
The reason God puts a pastor in a local congregation is to 

feed the flock. 
⁃ That is what Jesus told the apostle Peter to 

feed and protect the sheep, through teaching 
the word of God.

⁃

John 21:15–17 (NASB95)
15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” 
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to 
him, “Tend My lambs.” 
16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love 
You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 
17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, 
“Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all 
things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My 
sheep.

1081 βόσκομαι (boskomai), 

βόσκω (boskō): vb.; ≡ Str 1006—1. 
LN 23.10 feed animals, 
cause to eat (Lk 15:15; Jn 
21:15, 17+),

No matter what your position, we all succeed 
through learning and applying the word of 
God the same way as everyone else.

Everyone has to learn!  There's no room for 
bosting on everyone's part

There is that potential that having grown to 
spiritual maturity and having qualified for certain 
rewards that he may become disqualified.

2 John 8 (NKJV)
8 Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked 

for, but that we may receive a full reward.

It’s not saying someone can steal your crown, this is an idiom indicating that 
there are;
⁃  circumstances, 
⁃ people, and 
⁃ situations in life that can distract us from the goal or the 

Purpose of knowing and obeying Devine Truth/ actual reality. 

So He is speaking idiomatically here and saying not to let anything interfere in 
our pursuit of spiritual growth and maturity; because the benefits are much 
much more than temporal, they are also eternal. 

The principle here is that we should consistently live today pursuing 
thought transformation and holding fast to what we have learned in light 
of eternity. 

So God through this Purpose clause clearly 
spells out what is to be our motivation.

Verse 11. the Mature believer’s Purpose clause

Purpose once again:
God clearly spells out the mental attitude 
that is to motivate believers.

1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (NKJV)
24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in 
such a way that you may obtain it. 

25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to 
obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable 
crown. 
26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 
27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

but according to 
scripture that’s his first 
and formost objective

1.20.19

The present imperative emphasizes something 
that should be an ongoing characteristic of life. 

It should be a standard operating procedure, it 
becomes part of one's character, something that 
you no longer think about but it should become 
an automatic or reflex response.

3195 κρατέω (krateō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 2616; 

Str 2902; TDNT 3.910—1. LN 18.6 hold on 
to, grab, seize 

1.24.19

Romans 4:1–8 (NKJV)
1 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? 
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God. 
3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.” 
4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 
5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
accounted for righteousness, 
6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes 
righteousness apart from works: 
7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 
8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin.”

Romans 6:23 (NKJV)
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV)
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—
is not of the Father but is of the world. 

17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will 
of God abides forever.

I have kept that body of 
specific truths, given by God 
for man to live by

the faith

So we must not be casual, or 
sloppy to benefit from a 
greater eternal experience, 
through careful obedience

Paul did not, with quivering trepidation tiptoe up to verse 8 

This is the crown of 
his and our success 
as disciples

The passive approach:

Romans 12:2 (NASB95)

2 And do not be conformed to this world,

The aggressive approach:

Romans 12:2-B (NASB95)

 but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 
that you may prove what the will of God   is,

that which is: 
1. good and 
2. acceptable and 
3. perfect.

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Don’t be conformed to 
this world’s religions

Romans 12:2 (ESV)
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.

Of moral excellence
It's acceptable to God

only from God's revealed perfection method

or discern

sense.  verb:
To assimilate or be conformed.-to be or 
become behaviorally or socially similar to; 
conceived of as becoming shaped or 
molded to a certain thought pattern

which comes from 
God alone

2 Corinthians 5:9–11 (NKJV)
9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be 
well pleasing to him.

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 
11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but 
we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your 
consciences.

Most believers fail in 
many areas of their life 
because they do not 
have, in their soul, 
good and acceptable 
and perfect doctrine to 
live by

Though they have feelings of love for 
God;

There approach isn't accepted by 
God; 

They do not have acceptable doctrine;
It's impure.

They've been taught a lazy passive 
conformity to human viewpoint 
spirituality and religion.

It sounded spiritual so they passively 
received it.

But remember Paul said: 

By faith alone in Christ alone

eternal 

Justification: gets us eternal life

Sanctification: gets us quality of eternal life

general / 
common sense 
or morality is not 
equivalent to 
acceptable 
doctrine
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