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God wants us to follow his prescribed 
method to handle all issues in life
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Israel's leaders were proud arrogant, self righteous and religious; who 
love the praise of men

Addressing WHO 
rebellious Israel

Subject: humility in contrast to the Scribes and Pharisees self exaltation and pride

Matthew 23:1–12 (ESV)
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 
2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, 

3 so do and observe whatever they tell you, 

but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not practice.

 

4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to 
move them with their finger. 

5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes 
long, 
6 and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues 
7 and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others. 

8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, 

and      you are all brothers. 

9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. 
10 Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. 

11 The greatest among you shall be your 
servant. 

12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

The scribes and Pharisees hypocrisy was that they believed one thing, that the Messiah would come, and He would bring 
in the Kingdom. 

But when the Messiah came, they were dissuading those who would follow Him from following Him. 

They refused to believe Jesus was the Messiah. 
They refused to enter the Kingdom.

They were the religious pastors of their day, preferring men's form of religious service 
to God, over God’s revealed methods for man to serve Him.

Even in the face of signs and wonders that they themselves acknowledged were from 
God.

7 Woes are pronounce on the religious unsaved scribes and Pharisees:

Matthew 23:13–39 (NKJV)
13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 

14 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows’ houses, and for a 
pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation. 
15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one 

proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves. 
16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by 
the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.’ 
17 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies the gold? 
18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to perform 
it.’ 
19 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift? 
20 Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all things on it. 
21 He who swears by the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells in it. 
22 And he who swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits on it. 
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, 
and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, 
without leaving the others undone. 
24 Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 
25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, 
but inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence. 
26 Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be clean also. 
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which 
indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 
28 Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the prophets 
and adorn the monuments of the righteous, 
30 and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of 
the prophets.’ 
31 “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 
32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’ guilt. 
33 Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the 
condemnation of hell? 
34 Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of 
them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, 
35 that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of 
Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 
36 Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 

37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! 
How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not 
willing! 
38 See! Your house is left to you desolate; 

39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is 
He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”

The	nation	of	Israel	was	to	be	a	servant	to	God

Jews and Gentiles are distinguished ethnically.

A Jew is a physical descendent not just of Abraham, but Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
If you don’t have Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, you’re not Jewish. 
If you’re a descendent of Abraham, maybe you’re a descendent of Ishmael or the sons of Keturah.
If you’re a descendent of Isaac, maybe it’s through the line of Esau. You’re not Jewish. 

It’s got to be Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

As an ethnic Jew they're under the Abrahamic Covenant. 
But that doesn’t guarantee eternal salvation. 

It just means temporal privileges and temporal blessing because 
they’re Jewish because of the covenant.   

and what are they supposed to do?  
They are to be a blessing to all peoples or other nations. 

Isaiah 44:21 (NKJV)

21 “Remember these, O Jacob, And Israel, for you are My servant; I have formed you, you are 
My servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me!

Exodus 33:13–16 (ESV)
13 Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. 
Consider too that this nation is your people.” 
14 And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 
15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 
16 For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are 
distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?”

Understanding context and who is being addressed:

Just because it's written in the New Testament between Matthew and Revelation, doesn't mean that everything is doctrine 
for church age believers.

Sometimes it's just information God wants us to be aware of. 
It may be historical information about things that took place, and perhaps doctrine for that age / the age of 
Christ

or it may be prophetic information of things that will to take place in the future related to the tribulation 
generation. 

In which case that generation Will have specific doctrine available for their age. 

Example:

Luke 1:1–4 (NKJV)
1 Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled 
among us, 

2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, 

3 it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you 
an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, 
4 that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.

Acts 1:1–3 (NKJV)

1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
2 until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom 
He had chosen, 
3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty 
days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

Biblical Events Timeline

The last week in Jesus’ earthly life before the Cross, begins with His entry into Jerusalem in Matthew 21.  extending 
through Matthew 25

In chapter 21 Jesus has the royal entry into Jerusalem, the chief priests and scribes confronted him. They're offered the 
kingdom it, and reject Jesus as Messiah; and now Jesus is rejecting the nation, for a time.

A brief look at Acts the book: 

signs were for validating the individual giving revelation from God, at the 
beginning of a dispensation.

John 20:30–31 (NKJV)
30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 
31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life 
in His name.

Acts 2:22 (NKJV)

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, 

wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as 
you yourselves also know—

Acts 2:32 (NKJV)

32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.

Acts 2:40–45 (NKJV)
40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” 
41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 
42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done 
through the apostles. 
44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 
45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.

Acts 14:3 (NKJV)

3 Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness to 

the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to 
be done by their hands.

2.10.19

Very clear statement this is a historical account

that Age, would be that seven year 
span of time just before Christ's 
return

Genesis 12:2 (ESV)
2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing.

12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted.

you are all brothers.

It's not 
possible to 
know God 
without 
humility

Who is being addressed in 
Chapter 23 

Is anything mentioned related 
to gentile church age believer's

The maturing NT 
canonization age

The resurrection of 
the dead in Christ 
&

The return of Jesus 
Christ to the earth 
with his saints

The great 
white judgment 
throne of God

The judgment seat of Christ

Satan is freed from 
his shackles and 

the bottomless pit, 
to deceive the 

nations

l
Messiah 
cut off

Age of 
Christ

Incarnation

Don't get discouraged because of terms being used

And not only did 
they reject their 
Messiah and 
refused to enter the 
Kingdom, they were 
working hard to 
prevent others.

So in the context of Matthew, hypocrisy is not simply saying or teaching one thing 
and doing something else. 

It is much more serious they were teaching people not to accept Jesus as Messiah. 

Moses’ seat in a Synagogue

Case law

We don’t want to 
supper-spiritualize 

scripture 

mm
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