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Israel's leaders were proud and arrogant, but attempted to appear 
humble in order to be praised by men

Israel and the 
unprofitable 

servant

Subject: humility in contrast to the Scribes and Pharisees self exaltation and pride

Matthew 23:1–12 (ESV)
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 
2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, 
3 so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not practice. 
4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to 
move them with their finger. 

5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes 
long, 
6 and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues 
7 and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others. 

8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, 

and      you are all brothers. 

9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. 
10 Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. 

11 The greatest among you shall be your 
servant. 

12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

7 Woes are pronounce on the religious unsaved scribes and Pharisees:

Matthew 23:13–39 (NKJV)
13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 
14 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows’ houses, and for a 
pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation. 
15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one 

proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves. 
16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by 
the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.’ 
17 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies the gold? 
18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to 
perform it.’ 
19 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift? 
20 Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all things on it. 
21 He who swears by the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells in it. 
22 And he who swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits on it. 
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, 
and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, 
without leaving the others undone. 
24 Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 
25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, 
but inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence. 
26 Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be clean also. 
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which 
indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 
28 Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the prophets 
and adorn the monuments of the righteous, 
30 and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the 
prophets.’ 
31 “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 
32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’ guilt. 
33 Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the 
condemnation of hell? 
34 Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of 
them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, 
35 that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of 
Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 
36 Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted 
to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 
38 See! Your house is left to you desolate; 
39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes 
in the name of the Lord!’ ”

The	nation	of	Israel	was	to	be	a	servant	to	God

Jews and Gentiles are distinguished ethnically.

A Jew is a physical descendent not just of Abraham, but Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
If you don’t have Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, you’re not Jewish. 
If you’re a descendent of Abraham, maybe you’re a descendent of Ishmael or the sons of Keturah.
If you’re a descendent of Isaac, maybe it’s through the line of Esau. You’re not Jewish. 

It’s got to be Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

As an ethnic Jew they're under the Abrahamic Covenant. 
But that doesn’t guarantee eternal salvation. 

It just means temporal privileges and temporal blessing because 
they’re Jewish because of the covenant.   

and what are they supposed to do?  
They are to be a blessing to all peoples or other nations. 

Isaiah 44:21 (NKJV)

21 “Remember these, O Jacob, And Israel, for you are My servant; I have formed you, you are 
My servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me!

Exodus 33:13–16 (ESV)
13 Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. 
Consider too that this nation is your people.” 
14 And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 
15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 
16 For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are 
distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?”

Understanding context and who is being addressed:

Just because it's written in the New Testament between Matthew and Revelation, doesn't mean that everything is doctrine 
for church age believers.

Sometimes it's just information God wants us to be aware of. 
It may be historical information about things that took place, and also doctrine for that age / the age of 
Christ

or it may be prophetic information of things that will to take place in the future related to the tribulation 
generation. 

In which case that generation Will have specific doctrine available for their age. 

Example:

Luke 1:1–4 (NKJV)
1 Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled 
among us, 

2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, 

3 it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you 
an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, 
4 that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.

Acts 1:1–3 (NKJV)

1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
2 until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom 
He had chosen, 
3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty 
days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.
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Genesis 12:2 (ESV)
2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing.

12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted.

you are all brothers.

2 Corinthians 10:4–6 (NASB95)

4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 
destruction of fortresses. 

5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 

6 and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete.

A Weapon is an armament in possession!
They are specific doctrine used against all
destructive and unprofitable and ineffective human thinking

False reasoning resolved with the 
knowledge of God
Specific possessed understanding of scripture
Matthew 18:21–22 (NKJV)
21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but 
up to seventy times seven.

to bring those thoughts in-line with truth or actual reality

Have you ever had a tool or seen a tool you 
didn't know what it was for or how to use it?

And then one day you find out its use, and 
you say wow that will come in really handy!!!

being

The execution of justice against disobedience it's 
complete when we are obedient to exact doctrine

He's talking about something we hold in possession

3361 λογισμός (logismos), οῦ (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 4742; Str 3053; TDNT 4.284—1. LN 30.9 reasoning 
(Ro 2:15+); 2. LN 30.11 false reasoning (2Co 10:4+)

Spiritual warfare is not some mystical battle where man is to “bind the 
evil spirit”

But spiritual warfare is  applying God given Spiritual truths, against 
and in opposition to ineffective and destructive human viewpoint 
thought systems.

The Christian's human nature is to bring up other Christian’s sin or 
grieve over our own past sin!
But the divinely powerful weapon that we use, against those 
meditations, is the knowledge that God by grace has forgiven us:

1st by justification:

2nd through sanctification:

Before we were saved we could do nothing but sin because we were 
born in sin, and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Holding a grudge against someone is only destructive.
It's like saying Christ's payment on the cross for my sin, can't be 
compared to the far greater sin of that person against me! 

Holding a grudge is much like grieving over past sin; you’r just holding a 
grudge against yourself.

Romans 3:10 (NASB95)
10 as it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one;

1 John 1:9 (NKJV)
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

1 Peter 2:24 (NKJV)
24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, 
that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness
—by whose stripes you were healed.

The sin we committed before we were saved

The sins we commit after we were saved

No one deserves to be forgiven, 
and no one deserves God’s 
forgiveness after we've been saved

Who am I or who are you to say God’s 
forgiveness was not adequate

Grieving over past sin 
is a false reasoning

Very clear statement this is a historical account

that Age, would be that seven year 
span of time just before Christ's 
return

Holding a grudge

2848 κατά (kata): prep.; ≡ Str 2596—

10. LN 90.31 against, a 
marker of opposition 

So we are applying that 

knowledge we possess

Ephesians 4:32 (NKJV)
32 And be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God in Christ forgave you.

The age of Christ

The maturing NT canonization age

The resurrection of 
the dead in Christ 
&

The return of Jesus 
Christ to the earth 
with his saints

The great 
white judgment 
throne of God

Satan is freed 
from his shackles 

and the 
bottomless pit, to 

deceive the 
nations

The judgment seat of Christ

It's not 
possible to 
know God 
without 
humility

Chapter 23 is only 
about Jews, nothing is 
said or indicated 
relating to gentile 
church age believer's

Is in relation to Jews only
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