
Justification and the unprofitable servant 2.3.19
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Parable	of	The	unprofitable	servant:

Justification and the unprofitable 
servant?

Matthew 25:14–30 (NKJV)
14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods 
to them. 
15 And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately 
he went on a journey. 
16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 
17 And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. 
18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 
19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; 
look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 
21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over 
many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 
22 He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more 
talents besides them.’ 
23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 
24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not 
sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 
26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and 
gather where I have not scattered seed. 
27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with 
interest. 
28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 
29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he 
has will be taken away. 

30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Who is Jesus speaking to when he tells this parable?

Context tells us he's not talking to church age believers.
He's not talking to Christians at all!
Neither is he talking about spiritual gifts!

This is an illustration that corresponds with the previous one.
These parables are emphasizing two different qualities that are important for those who are 

waiting, watching, and anticipating the Kingdom at the end of the Tribulation period.

What	is	a	Parable?

Interpreting	parables:

Parables are not used to interpret other parables unless context links them together.

Example:
 Matthew 13, has parables related to previously unrevealed information about the kingdom: 

the parable of the soils, 
the parable of the tares that are sown among the wheat, 
the parable of the hidden treasure, 
the parable of the pearl of great price, 
the parable of the mustard seed, 
the parable of the dragnet. 

These are all interconnected in their original context.

The 1st parable in the string of parables beginning with: 
The parable from	the	fig	tree:

This context emphasizes that the Tribulation generation can know that the arrival of the king and the kingdom is 
near, though there is a warning here in the context that they can’t precisely determine it. 

Also there are other passages in Revelation which indicate a probable disruption of electronics and distribution of goods; so 
it's very probable they will lose track of time.

The 2nd parable or rather illustration: 

The	illustration	of	the	watchful	homeowner:

This illustration builds on the previous parable,	they	know	it's	near	so	they	are	to	be	watching

The 3rd 4th & 5th parables are all interconnected by the conjunctions: 

The	parable	of	the	Faithful	and	wicket	servant	:

The	parable	of	the	Wise	and	foolish	virgins	:

The	parable	of	the	Talents	:

It's not uncommon for people to go over to Luke 19:11 to the parable of the minas and use the parable of the minas to 
interpret the parable of the talents.

But the parable of the minas is given to the disciples of Jesus at a different location and time, when Jesus is answering a 
question of the disciples.

The context is completely different. They are two unrelated parables with different context. 

Though there may be similarities in the story, there are also significant differences.

So we must not use Luke 19—another Gospel, another day, another 
story—to interpret this one. Very important.

Luke 19:11 (NKJV)
11 Now as they heard these things, He spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom of God 
would appear immediately.
12 Therefore He said: “A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return. 
13 So he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do business till I come.’ 
14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign over us.’ 
15 “And so it was that when he returned, having received the kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, to 
be called to him, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading. 
16 Then came the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.’ 
17 And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.’ 
18 And the second came, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.’ 
19 Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’ 
20 “Then another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I have kept put away in a handkerchief. 
21 For I feared you, because you are an austere man. You collect what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’ 
22 And he said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you, you wicked servant. You knew that I was an austere man, collecting what I did not 
deposit and reaping what I did not sow. 
23 Why then did you not put my money in the bank, that at my coming I might have collected it with interest?’ 
24 “And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.’ 

25 (But they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’) 
26 ‘For I say to you, that to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 
27 But bring here those enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, and slay them before me.’ ”

Judgment	on	Israel	is	the	Context:

The	ethnic	Jewish	nation	is	a	servant	to	God

A parable is a story that is told related to a spiritual truth.

Never build doctrine from parables.
Parables are illustrations of doctrine that is being taught.
They are illustrating a doctrinal point.

The kingdom parables are all about Israel and the kingdom.

Many try to make these connect to the church.

But it clouds the clear line that scripture draws between the church and Israel.

The kingdom parables are all about Jesus’ instructions about the Messianic Kingdom, which relates to a literal 1,000-year 
rule of Jesus Christ on the earth. 

It’s a geopolitical kingdom that will be centered in Jerusalem in the future.

The kingdom was offered by Jesus and His disciples at the first coming. 

It was rejected in Matthew 12, where the Pharisees blasphemed against the Holy Spirit. 
It was postponed as a result of that.

So you have the mysteries—that is, previously unrevealed doctrine—about the parables in Matthew 13. All of these kingdom 
parables relate to teaching certain facets—usually previously unrevealed truth—about the nature of the kingdom.

Not every element within a parable has significant meaning for the interpretation.

Example:
The parable of the ten virgins, five who were wise or sensible, and they were prepared. 

They were prepared because they had extra oil. 
It's not uncommon for people to say the oil represents the Holy Spirit, 

Though it does in a number of other passages, but not in this parable. There is no significant meaning for 
oil in this parable

The oil doesn’t represent anything, it's just the element that was necessary for the ten 
bridesmaids to be prepared for the sudden coming of the bridegroom. 

It doesn’t speak about the Holy Spirit or anything else.

We must be careful not to read other things into a passage—they may be true, but that doesn’t mean it’s part of the parable.

Jesus usually gives the specific general principle, which the story is designed to 
illustrate at the end.

7 times in chapter 23 Jesus says "woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites”

Matthew 23:37–39 (NKJV)
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to 
gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 
38 See! Your house is left to you desolate; 
39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”

Matthew 24:1–2 (NKJV)

1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him 

the buildings of the temple. 
2 And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down.”

3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will 
these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of 
the end of the age?”

Jesus is answering a question related to judgment. 

And that foreshadows the final judgment related to the eternal disposition of those servants in Israel 
who either follow the scribes and Pharisees—as hypocrites; who will be sent to the Lake of Fire.

Or they will serve the Lord in relation to the kingdom.

The parable of the righteous and wicked servant is talking about those wicked servants who are assigned a role, assigned a 
place with the hypocrites who are already identified in context as the Pharisees.

Then there’s a contrast between the righteous and wicked, between the wise and foolish virgins, and the faithful and unfaithful 
servant. Those who serve the Lord are believers, so that’s a contrast between believer and unbeliever.

Jews and Gentiles are distinguished ethnically.

A Jew is a physical descendent not just of Abraham, but Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
If you don’t have Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, you’re not Jewish. 
If you’re a descendent of Abraham, maybe you’re a descendent of Ishmael or the sons of Keturah.
If you’re a descendent of Isaac, maybe it’s through the line of Esau. You’re not Jewish. 

It’s got to be Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

As an ethnic Jew they're under the Abrahamic Covenant, and what are they supposed to do?  
They are to be a blessing to all people. 

But that doesn’t guarantee eternal salvation. 

It just means temporal privileges and temporal blessing because 
they’re Jewish because of the covenant.   

Isaiah 44:21 (NKJV)

21 “Remember these, O Jacob, And Israel, for you are My servant; I have formed you, you are 
My servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me!

Exodus 33:13–16 (ESV)
13 Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. 
Consider too that this nation is your people.” 
14 And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 
15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 
16 For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are 
distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?”

ll

The main difficulty in coming to a 
proper understanding of many 
passages is preconceived ideas. 
And not understanding context.

Matthew 24:32–35 (NKJV)

32 “Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When it’s branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you 
know that summer is near. 

33 So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near—at the doors! 
34 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place. 
35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.
 

36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, but My Father only.

Though they will be generally aware that seven years has 
gone by, it should be pretty close, but they are not going to be 
able to count down to the day or the hour.

Matthew 24:43–44 (NKJV)
43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, 
he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 
44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.

There's an awareness 
to be prepared

Matthew 24:45–51 (NKJV)
45 “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due 
season? 
46 Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. 
47 Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods. 
48 But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ 
49 and begins to beat his fellow servant, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, 
50 the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of, 
51 and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.

Matthew 25:1–13 (NKJV)

1 “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. 
2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 
4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 
5 But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 
6 “And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ 
7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 
8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and 
buy for yourselves.’ 
10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the 
door was shut. 
11 “Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ 
12 But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 
13 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.

Matthew 25:14–30 (NKJV)

14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his 
goods to them. 
15 And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and 
immediately he went on a journey. 
16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 
17 And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. 
18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 
19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five 
talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 
21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 
22 He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two 
more talents besides them.’ 
23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you 
ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 
24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have 
not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 
26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, 
and gather where I have not scattered seed. 
27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own 
with interest. 
28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 
29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even 
what he has will be taken away. 
30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

At the previous mentioned time

2.3.19

Main point: Be watchful

Main point: Be watchful

The following Parables all develop out of: 
the parable of the fig tree and  the story of
the master of the house and the thief. 

These are connected contextually, so they can be used to interpret 
each other.                                                                                                               

Main point: Be prepared 
At any given moment

Main point: prepare
According to the rules

Main point: Be prepared 
At any given moment.
There will be no time 
once he arrives

Main point: prepare
According to the rules;
For an abundant reward

Did he lose his salvation 
because he did not do the 
right thing?

WHEN?

Focus on what Jesus says don't 
add to it! 

Just because another passage 
sounds like it fits that doesn't 
mean it does! 

The key to accurate Bible 
interpretation is 

Context Context Context
Matthew 24:3 (NKJV)

3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these 
things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of 
the age?”

Context Context Context
Matthew 24:3 (NKJV)

3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these 
things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of 
the age?”

Where was this discourse?

4242 παρουσία (parousia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 3952; 
TDNT 5.858—1. LN 85.25 presence, coming, advent, being in person 
(2Co 10:10; Lk 17:24 v.r.; 1Co 1:8 v.r. NA26); 2. LN 15.86 
arrival, to come to be present at a particular 
place (2Co 7:6),

This word is not a rapture word, it is a second coming Word;
Where Jesus comes to stay

Genesis 12:2 (ESV)
2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing.
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