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Remember, God’s standard is perfect righteousness. 
Therefore all condemned

Chapter 2 deals with two classifications of people.

The person that considers himself moral

and The religious person 

But in no uncertain terms in Chapter 2 it's clearly laid out neither the moral person nor the religious person has any  
standing before God. 

Sin is of such a level of corruption violating the perfect righteous standard of God, that nothing that man can do can 
overcome the death that he is bound by; having been born in sin, he cannot make himself alive. 

Man is dead in sin!!!

So in the first 16 verses of Chapter 2 Paul shows that God’s righteousness condemns the moral man. 
Even the most moral person can't find his standing before God based on his own morality. 

And that the most moral person is still a hypocrite because he cannot perfectly, consistently fulfill or live out the 
standards that he claims to hold too.

Romans 2:1–3 (ESV)
1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, 
because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 
2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 
3 Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of 
God?

Romans 2:8 (ESV)
8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.

Romans 2:9 (ESV)
9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek,

Romans 2:12 (ESV)
12 Part a. For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, 

Part b. and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.

Romans 2:12–16 (ESV)
12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law,

 and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.

13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 

14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even 

though they do not have the law. 

15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, 

and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 

16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.

What is the overarching purpose of scripture ?

Romans 1:5 (ESV)
5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship 

to bring about the obedience of faith 

for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
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to bring about the obedience of faith 

To bring about obedience in the 
one that's already been declared 

just, because of belief
In accordance with the teachings 
of Christ 

to fulfill His purpose;

John 10:10 (NKJV)
10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I 
have come that they may have life, and that they 
may have it more abundantly.

I am a good person, I haven't murdered or raped or 
stolen; well I did steal piece of gum when I was a kid 
but that doesn't count it’s so small.

I do tell lies, but not very often, and they're not big ones

And I am kind to people; most of the time

So I think God will let me in to heaven

John 10:17–18 (ESV)
17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my 
life that I may take it up again. 
18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority 
to take it up again. This charge I have received from my 
Father.”

Because Jesus Christ was perfect righteousness in the 
flesh; he had authority over his own death and resurrection

John 8:29 (ESV)

29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I 
always do the things that are pleasing to him.”

God's very character, from which proceeds His standard of righteousness is of such 
a high-quality that it is eternally perfect !

It's not, on again, off again, like man's 
feeble standard of righteousness

So if you are a sinner and you're judging another sinner, 
you're a hypocrite; 
⁃ because you can't live up to your own standard of 

righteousness

Selfishly ambitious

Even though they don’t have the Torah, the Old Testament, 
the oracles of God, the prophets, nevertheless he argues:

⁃ they have a standard in their soul that is a residual of being created in the 
image and likeness of God, and 

⁃
⁃ they know what right and wrong is. And 
⁃
⁃ they can’t consistently do what they believe to be right. 
⁃
⁃ Therefore when they do not do that which they know to be right, 

⁃ because of the inherent conscience that is in their soul from God, then 
they stand condemned. 

⁃
Even though God is the one who will justify the good: 

no one is good, no one really lives up to that. 

We may have a level of relative goodness, 
and a level of relative righteousness when we compare ourselves to 
other people.

But when we compare ourselves to the absolute perfect standard of God, none of 
us measures up, not even the best.

Referencing gentiles

Referencing Jews

660 ἀπόλλυμαι (apollymi), ἀπόλλυμι (apollymi): vb.; ≡ 

DBLHebr 6; Str 622; TDNT 1.394—1. LN 20.31 destroy, 
ruin, cause destruction

3212 κρίνω (krinō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 8189, 9149; Str 2919; 
TDNT 3.921—1. LN 30.75 decide, come to a conclusion (1Co 
2:2); 2. LN 30.99 prefer, to judge one thing better than another 
(Ro 14:5); 3. LN 30.108 evaluate, judge based 
on correctness of something

genitive — The genitive is the case that qualifies or 
restricts a noun by means of a specific characterization. 
The genitive normally marks a noun as the source or 
possessor of something, or refers to the kind of 
relationship that noun has to another noun.

The condition of the soul 
that's not outwardly visible

The focus is the Gentiles moral standing before God.
So he's comparing moral gentiles to the Jews who have not obey the law. The focus is gentiles response of 
God implanted moral values, not Jews !!!

Like the Jews could not live up to the standard of the law, neither can the Gentiles live up to the standard of 
their conscience

Paul did not say the gospel ! 

He said my gospel !!!
Paul’s gospel: was that without faith or justification first, without 
being declared righteous, no man can do God's perfect standard .

Paul’s gospel or the good news: was that God has 
provided the solution in His son Jesus that meets His standard of 
absolute perfection 

There's always that uncertainty, that 
trepidation, the fear of not knowing 

What was the point 
his teaching ?

Referencing the conflicting thoughts

Judged by a 
different 
standard

Romans 3:21–26 (ESV)
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— 
22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction: 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 
24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to 
show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. 

26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

This is where Paul is leading to

Paul is using the conflicting thoughts of the unsaved to communicate to his audience Roman believers

Paul employs the term (O man)ἄνθρωπος that appeared in 2:1* and 3* to address the legalistic bigot, 

in contradistinction to Paul’s audience. 

Conveying a hint that along with the bigot his audience might find its own secrets exposed.

Introductory 
thoughts for the rest 
of the chapter
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