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Impossible to renew to repentance?

1. Christians falling away 

Once Enlightened

Eternal security:

Hebrews 6:4–6 (NKJV)
4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have 
become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 
5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 
6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of 
God, and put Him to an open shame.

Gathering context:

Exhorting believers:

Hebrews 5:11–14 (NKJV)

11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.

This exhortation is leading to a warning. 
Which means it is to be taken serious. 

12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; 

and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 

14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, 

those who by reason of use have

 their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Press on to spiritual maturity:

Principal doctor and baptisms :

Hebrews 6:1–8 (NKJV)

1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, 

not laying again the foundation of:

1.
 repentance from dead works and 

1b
of faith toward God, 

2 
2. of the doctrine of baptisms, 

2b
of laying on of hands, 

3.
 of resurrection of the dead, and 

3b
of eternal judgment. 

3 And this we will do if God permits. 

4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have 
become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 
5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 
6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of 
God, and put Him to an open shame. 
7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing 
from God; 
8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.

How did the apostles and the early church 
understood Jesus command to the disciples in 
Matthew 28:19–20

Two elements – baptism and teaching – were part of the 
apostolic mission.

Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV)
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.” Amen.

Peter’s Sermon

Peter’s Sermon

Acts 2:14–16 (NKJV)
14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of Judea and all who 
dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. 
15 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 
16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: ……….

Acts 2:40–41 (NKJV)
40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse 
generation.” 

41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day 
about three thousand souls were added to them.

Philip’s teaching & baptism

Acts 8:12 (NKJV)
12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 

Christ, both men and women were baptized.

Acts 8:35–39 (NKJV)
35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 

36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What 
hinders me from being baptized?” 
37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God.” 
38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he 

baptized him. 
39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went 
on his way rejoicing.

There is this immediacy there. It shows how they understood 
that commandment.
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Psalm 119:11 (NKJV)
11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You.

The author of Hebrews is getting the attention of his audience because they've stepped over the line. 

Their spiritual lives are in danger because they have failed to take it seriously. 

They have gotten involved in carnality. They've been too casual to learn and obey scripture. 

They’ve turned back to Judaism and taken the Word of God lightly. 

They have become complacent not only about learning the Word, but also applying it. 
As a result they’ve reversed course. 

spiritually mature

It was not that they had lost their 
academic knowledge necessarily; but they 

were no longer putting into practice

God did not reveal his 
manual so we could have 

mere academic knowledge

Lack of skill: 

skill is application of the Word. 
The Old Testament’s teaching of wisdom for the Hebrew mindset wasn't like the Greeks 
philosophical approach of merely being able think through the abstract concepts. 

But for the Jewish mindset wisdom was to be very practical. 

It was to take abstract principles and doctrines of scripture, and apply them to life in such a way that 
they would produce something that was valuable, something that was righteous and holy, something 
that honored and glorified God in daily practice. 

So the idea is to consistently practice doctrine day to day

so they are able to

Proverbs 2:1–22 (NKJV)
1 My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands within you, 
2 So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to understanding; 
3 Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice for understanding, 
4 If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for hidden treasures; 

5 Then you will understand the fear of the Lord, And find the knowledge of God. 
6 For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding; 

7 He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk uprightly; 
8 He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of His saints. 
9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice, Equity and every good path. 
10 When wisdom enters your heart, And knowledge is pleasant to your soul, 
11 Discretion will preserve you; Understanding will keep you, 

The way in which you live life:

12 To deliver you from the way of evil, From the man who speaks perverse things, 
13 From those who leave the paths of uprightness To walk in the ways of darkness; 
14 Who rejoice in doing evil, And delight in the perversity of the wicked; 
15 Whose ways are crooked, And who are devious in their paths; 

Bad relationship:

16 To deliver you from the immoral woman, From the seductress who flatters with her 
words, 
17 Who forsakes the companion of her youth, And forgets the covenant of her God. 
18 For her house leads down to death, And her paths to the dead; 
19 None who go to her return, Nor do they regain the paths of life— 
20 So you may walk in the way of goodness, And keep to the paths of righteousness. 
21 For the upright will dwell in the land, And the blameless will remain in it; 
22 But the wicked will be cut off from the earth, And the unfaithful will be uprooted from it.

If this is your approach

then this will be your 
understanding

then this will be the practical 
results

Gaining ability / skill

warning

Hebrews 6:4–6

5456 τελειότης (teleiotēs), ητος (ētos), ἡ (hē): 
n.fem.; ≡ Str 5047; TDNT 8.78—1. LN 88.101 
maturity (Heb 6:1+)

subjunctive — The mood that normally presents 
the verbal action as being probable or intentional. The 
subjunctive can also express verbal action in terms of 
mere possibility. In Greek, it is the optative mood that 
points to possibility more than probability.

the christian goal

He is not looking down his nose at 
these rebellious believers, we all need 
to press forward so we don't fall into 
complacency 

918 ἀφίημι (aphiēmi): 
vb.; ≡ Str 863; TDNT 1.509—
1. LN 15.43 dismiss, have go 
away (Mt 13:36); 2. LN 15.48 
depart from, leave (Mt 18:12; 
Jn 4:3; 1Ti 6:5 v.r.); 3. LN 
85.45 leave behind, 
abandon

↵
verb aorist participle 

aorist — The aorist verb tense is used by the writer 
to present the action of a verb as a “snapshot” event. 
The verb’s action is portrayed simply and in summary 
fashion without respect to any process. In the 
indicative mood, the aorist usually denotes past time, 
while an aorist participle usually refers to antecedent 
time with respect to the main verb.
participle — A word that has characteristics of both 
a verb and an adjective — a “verbal adjective”

⇩

The aorist participle precedes the action of a present tense verb. So 
that means you have to leave behind basic doctrine before you can press on to 
maturity. 

You have to be willing to go forward. You have to be able to move beyond 
basic doctrine and basic application in order to press on to maturity. 

let us press on to maturity by leaving the foundational teachings about Christ

⇣

Beginning stages 
➘

Beginning stages 
➘➘

 If these are elementary principles about Christ and related to Christianity [and they are], then 
this can't be focusing on Jewish ceremonial washings exclusively. 

He isn’t talking about the basics of Judaism; he’s talking about the basics of 
Christianity.

Hebrews 6:2 (NASB95)
2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal 
judgment.

baptisma 
But the normal Greek word used for baptism whether it is talking about the believer's baptism or 
John the Baptist's baptism or the baptism of Christ is the word baptisma with a ma ending. 

baptismos 

The mos ending refers to the ceremonial washings of the Jews. So you had these 

two different words. The word used here is baptismos which normally indicates washings. 

But it’s in the plural, and the reason he uses the plural is because they are supposed to understand 
the distinction between the Jewish washings and the Christian baptisms. 

They have to understand the difference between John the Baptist's baptism, the baptism of Jesus and 
specifically believer's baptism. 

Christian baptisms

Matthew 3:7 (NKJV)
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come?

Mark 11:30 (NKJV)
30 The baptism of John—was it from heaven or from men? Answer Me.”

Luke 12:50 (NKJV)
50 But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it 
is accomplished!

Romans 6:4 (NKJV)
4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life.

washings
Mark 7:4 (NKJV)
4 When they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. 
And there are many other things which they have received and hold, like the 
washing of cups, pitchers, copper vessels, and couches.

Mark 7:8 (NKJV)
8 For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men
—the washing of pitchers and cups, and many other such things you do.”

Hebrews 6:2 (NKJV)

2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of 
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

Hebrews 9:10 (NKJV)
10 concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly 
ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.

plural

I AM COVERED OVER WITH THE ROBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT 
JESUS GIVES TO ME, GIVES TO ME,

I AM COVERED OVER WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF JESUS 
AND HE LIVES IN ME, LIVES IN ME,

WHAT A JOY IT IS TO KNOW MY HEAVENLY FATHER LOVES ME SO, 
HE GIVES TO ME, MY JESUS,

WHEN HE LOOKS AT ME HE SEES NOT WHAT I USE TO BE, BUT 
HE SEES JESUS, JESUS

I Am Covered Over

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us"
Give thanks

Give Thanks 
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