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Propitiation:

19. Old Testament Saints & 
PROPITIATION

Jesus the Mercy Seat:

Romans 3:24-25 (NASB95)

24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 

25 whom God displayed publicly as a Propitiation by His blood through faith. 

This was to demonstrate His righteousness, 

because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins 
previously committed;

26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would 

be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Paradise

Gehenna & the Lake of Fire:

Propitiation:

The Greek word and its Hebrew equivalent means “a royal park” or “a 
garden.”

Heaven: The Bible speaks of three different heavens:

Not all three are related to the unseen world.

The atmosphere:

The first heaven is the atmosphere where the birds fly, and from whence comes the rain:

Genesis 1:20 (NASB95)

20 Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the 
open expanse of the heavens.”
Genesis 1:26 (NASB95)

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

Jeremiah 4:25 (NASB95)

25 I looked, and behold, there was no man, And all the birds of the heavens had fled.

Acts 14:17 (NASB95)

17 and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you rains from 
heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.”

The third heaven:

Sheol and Hades:

It is a New Testament term only, and it is found in three 
passages:
Luke 23:39–43 (NASB95)
39 One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!” 
40 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Do you not even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 
41 “And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 
42 And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!” 

43 And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”

2 Corinthians 12:1–4 (NASB95)
1 Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 
2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such 
a man was caught up to the third heaven. 
3 And I know how such a man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows— 

4 was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.

Revelation 2:7 (NASB95)
7 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which 

is in the Paradise of God.’

To summarize: from Adam until the Ascension of Jesus, Paradise was in Abraham’s Bosom. 
From the Ascension of Jesus until the end of the Millennium, Paradise is in Heaven. 
Then after the Millennium and for all eternity, Paradise will be in the New Jerusalem on the new earth.

Space, where the sun, moon, and stars are located:

Genesis 1:14–18 (NASB95)

14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for 
signs and for seasons and for days and years; 

15 and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so. 
16 God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. 
17 God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 
18 and to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was good.

Genesis 22:17 (NASB95)

17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on 
the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.

Matthew 24:29 (NASB95)
29 “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from 

the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

Hebrews 11:12 (NASB95)

12 Therefore there was born even of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as many descendants as the stars of heaven in 
number, and innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.

Revelation 6:13 (NASB95)

13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind.

The first and the second heavens are not part of the unseen world; they are 
visible.
However, it is the third heaven which is part of the unseen world. It is the abode 
of God; it is where God dwells

Paradise and the third heaven:

2 Corinthians 12:1–4 (NASB95)
1 Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 
2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a 

man was caught up to the third heaven. 
3 And I know how such a man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows— 
4 was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.

Sheol & Hades are one and the same:
Sheol is the Hebrew term & Hades is the Greek term. 

Hades in the center of the earth can be seen in 3 ways. 

Sheol or Hades has two primary compartments;

1st.  for the righteous known as Abraham's bosom.
2nd.  for the unrighteous; both angels and humans.

This second compartment has 3 subdivisions. 
1st.  As far as humans are concerned, they are located in Hades Proper, better known 

among believers today as Hell. 
This part is also known by two other names: Abbadon and the Pit. 

 
2nd. is the Abyss, which is a temporary place of confinement for fallen angels. 
3rd.  is Tartarus, which is the place of confinement for those angels who sinned in Genesis 

six.

In the old testament it was called the “nether parts of the 
earth” :

Ezekiel 26:20 (NASB95)
20 then I will bring you down with those who go down to the pit, to the people of old, and I will make you dwell in the lower parts 
of the earth, like the ancient waste places, with those who go down to the pit, so that you will not be inhabited; but I will set glory 
in the land of the living.

Ezekiel 31:14 (NASB95)
14 so that all the trees by the waters may not be exalted in their stature, nor set their top among the clouds, nor their well-watered mighty 
ones stand erect in their height. For they have all been given over to death, to the earth beneath, among the sons of men, with 
those who go down to the pit.”

Hades in the lower parts of the earth corresponds to Sheol in the 
nether parts of the earth:
Ephesians 4:9–10 (NASB95)
9 (Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the 
earth? 
10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.)

Concerning location, Sheol and Hades is located in the center of the earth; 
thus making it temporary because the earth will be done away with at the end of 
the messianic Kingdom, they will no longer exist.

Matthew 12:40 (NASB95)
40 for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth.

Refer to one in the same place. It is the final abode of the unrighteous 
ones, both angels and men.

The Location of the Dead Today:

Jesus died for those before his crucifixion and after:

The death of Jesus removed the sins of Old Testament saints.

The descent of the Messiah:
When Jesus died, his soul, is immaterial part, dissented into the righteous portion of  Sheol & 
Hades
Matthew 12:40 (NASB95)
40 for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth.
Ephesians 4:9 (NASB95)
9 (Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the 
earth?

Preach to the spirits in prison:
1 Peter 3:18–19 (NASB95)
18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but 
made alive in the spirit; 

19 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now 
in prison,

The Ascension with Paradise: its new location

Ephesians 4:8–10 (NASB95)
8 Therefore it says, “When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, And He 
gave gifts to men.” 
9 (Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had 
descended into the lower parts of the earth? 
10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so 
that He might fill all things.)

2 Corinthians 12:1–4 (NASB95)
1 Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 
2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of 
the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught up to the third heaven. 
3 And I know how such a man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows— 

4 was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not 
permitted to speak.

2 Corinthians 5:6–8 (NASB95)
6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the 
Lord— 
7 for we walk by faith, not by sight— 
8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with 
the Lord.

Jesus the Mercy Seat:

Romans 3:24-25 (NASB95)

24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 

25 whom God displayed publicly as a Propitiation by His blood through faith. 

This was to demonstrate His righteousness, 

because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins 
previously committed;

26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would 

be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

4.21.19

Jesus

Jesus Christ is pictured as the mercy seat; 

He is the one who makes atonement. 

At the cross, God solved the problem of His righteousness and justice, so it is 
Jesus who is the propitiation with God

2663 ἱλαστήριον (hilastērion), ου (ou), τό (to): 
n.neu.; ≡ DBLHebr 4114; Str 2435; TDNT 3.318—1. 
LN 40.12 means of forgiveness, a sacrifice of 
atonement (Ro 3:25+); 2. LN 40.13 place of forgiveness, 
atonement cover (Heb 9:5+)

The sins that were committed in the Old Testament are passed over by God. The 
payment was not actually paid yet; it wasn’t paid until the cross. 

All the sins committed from the time of Adam until the cross, God passed over  
according to his plan, at the cross they would be paid for. 

Old Testament saints did not have access to heaven.

That is why Jesus between His death and resurrection goes to Sheol and Abraham's 
bosom and announces His victory, makes the victorious proclamation that He has paid 
the penalty for sin (the defeat of Satan). 

Then he takes Paradise, Abraham's bosom, to heaven. Once the sin is actually paid for on 
the cross, then the Old Testament saints have direct access to heaven. 

4217 πάρεσις (paresis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): 
n.fem.; ≡ Str 3929; TDNT 1.509—LN 30.49 disregard, 
leaving unpunished, passing over, to 
intentionally not regard or be 
concerned about certain objects or 
events—‘to overlook, to purposely 
pay no attention to, disregard.

ATONEMENT

καταλλαγή, the exchange effected; “It 
denotes the result of the divine 
salvation, i.e. the new moulding 
of the relation in which the world 
stands to God, so far as it no 
longer remains the object of His 
wrath.”—Cremer. (Occ. Rom. 
11:15; 2 Cor. 5:18, 19.)

Romans 3:25 (NASB95)
25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because   

in the forbearance of God He passed over the 
sins previously committed;

the unseen world

the unseen world

the unseen world

the unseen world

the unseen world Temporary

Permanent

These spirits were the unrighteous ones in Hell. 

Some have misunderstood this verse and taught that since He preached, He preached 
the gospel to them and gave them a second chance to be saved. 

However, the Greek word that is used here is not the Greek word that means “to 
preach the gospel,” but it is a Greek word that simply means “to make a proclamation.” 

What occurred when Jesus descended, is that His spirit made a proclamation; that His 
death guarantees the judgment of the unsaved. 

Jesus made the proclamation to those in Hell. 

Because of this, some assumed that Jesus descended into Hell, but He did not. 

He told the dying thief on the cross that on that very day,  he would be with Him in 
Paradise, not in Hell. 

When Jesus died, His spirit descended to the righteous side of Sheol or Hades, 
Abraham’s Bosom.  

As has been noted, if one were in Abraham’s Bosom, he could see those in Hell and 
converse with those in Hell. So the spirit of Jesus descended into Abraham’s Bosom and 
He made the proclamation that the death of the Messiah guaranteed their future 
judgment. 

Those who were to benefit from the death of Jesus, were the souls of Abraham’s 
Bosom only,  not the souls of Hell.

Jude (NASB95)
1 Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, 
and kept for Jesus Christ: 
2 May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you. 
3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, 

I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all handed down to the saints. 

1 Peter 3:18–19 (NKJV)
18 For Christ also suffered once for 
sins, the just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh but made alive by 
the Spirit, 
19 by whom also He went and 
preached to the spirits in 
prison,

3062 κηρύσσω (kēryssō): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 7924; Str 2784; TDNT 3.697—1. 
LN 33.206 announce, in an official 
capacity (Rev 5:2); 2. LN 33.207 tell, 
announce publicly (Mk 5:20); 3. LN 
33.256 preach, proclaim with 
the goal to persuade, urge, 
warn to comply (Ro 10:14; 1Pe 3:19; 
Mk 16:15, 20 v.r.)

Revelation 2:7 speaks of the future, when paradise will be in the new 
Jerusalem, which means that the abode of paradise will change again. 

As the new Jerusalem on the new earth will be the abode of all believers after 
the messianic Kingdom, 

even so, Paradise is going to be in the new Jerusalem

Jesus

Jesus Christ is pictured as the mercy seat; 

He is the one who makes atonement. 

At the cross, God solved the problem of His righteousness and justice, so it is 
Jesus who is the propitiation with God

2663 ἱλαστήριον (hilastērion), ου (ou), τό (to): 
n.neu.; ≡ DBLHebr 4114; Str 2435; TDNT 3.318—1. 
LN 40.12 means of forgiveness, a sacrifice of 
atonement (Ro 3:25+); 2. LN 40.13 place of forgiveness, 
atonement cover (Heb 9:5+)

The sins that were committed in the Old Testament are passed over by God. The 
payment was not actually paid yet; it wasn’t paid until the cross. 

All the sins committed from the time of Adam until the cross, God passed over  
according to his plan, at the cross they would be paid for. 

Old Testament saints did not have access to heaven.

That is why Jesus between His death and resurrection goes to Sheol and Abraham's 
bosom and announces His victory, makes the victorious proclamation that He has paid 
the penalty for sin (the defeat of Satan). 

Then he takes Paradise, Abraham's bosom, to heaven. Once the sin is actually paid for on 
the cross, then the Old Testament saints have direct access to heaven. 

4217 πάρεσις (paresis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): 
n.fem.; ≡ Str 3929; TDNT 1.509—LN 30.49 disregard, 
leaving unpunished, passing over, to 
intentionally not regard or be 
concerned about certain objects or 
events—‘to overlook, to purposely 
pay no attention to, disregard.

ATONEMENT

καταλλαγή, the exchange effected; “It 
denotes the result of the divine 
salvation, i.e. the new moulding 
of the relation in which the world 
stands to God, so far as it no 
longer remains the object of His 
wrath.”—Cremer. (Occ. Rom. 
11:15; 2 Cor. 5:18, 19.)

I AM COVERED OVER WITH THE ROBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT 
JESUS GIVES TO ME, GIVES TO ME,

I AM COVERED OVER WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF JESUS 
AND HE LIVES IN ME, LIVES IN ME,

WHAT A JOY IT IS TO KNOW MY HEAVENLY FATHER LOVES ME SO, 
HE GIVES TO ME, MY JESUS,

WHEN HE LOOKS AT ME HE SEES NOT WHAT I USE TO BE, BUT 
HE SEES JESUS, JESUS

I Am Covered Over

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us"
Give thanks

Give Thanks 
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