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The beginning principles upon which all other doctrine is built:

3. Christians Falling 
Away Once Enlightened

Leaving or Going beyond the basics:

Hebrews 5:11–14 (NKJV)
11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 
12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, 

you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; 
and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 

14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Hebrews 6:1–8 (NKJV)

1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, 

let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead 
works and of faith toward God, 

2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 
3 And this we will do if God permits. 
4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers 
of the Holy Spirit, 
5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 
6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put 
Him to an open shame. 
7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, 
receives blessing from God; 
8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.

So what is the foundation:

5.16.19

2 Timothy 3:15–17 (NKJV)
15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. 
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.
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Lets Advance To Perfection With Compassion For The Sinner;
Distinguishing Them From Those Leading Society
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5122 στοιχεῖον (stoicheion), ου (ou), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ 
Str 4747; TDNT 7.670—1. LN 2.1 (pl.) natural substances, 
the materials of the universe (2Pe 3:10, 12+); 2. LN 12.43 
(pl.) supernatural powers (Col 2:20+), for another interp, see 
next; 3. LN 58.19 (pl.) basic principles, 
elementary truths (Gal 4:3, 9; Col 2:8, 20; Heb 
5:12+)

λόγια (logiōn), τό (to): n.neu. 
[served by 3359]; ≡ Str 3051—LN 
33.97 (pl.) sayings, words, oracles 
(Ac 7:38; Ro 3:2; Heb 5:12; 1Pe 
4:11+)

this that+
OT 

Scriptures

794 ἀρχή (archē), ῆς (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 
8031, 8040; Str 746; TDNT 1.479—1. LN 68.1 beginning, 
initiate an action, process, or state of being (Mk 1:1); 2. LN 
67.65 beginning, a point at the beginning of a duration 
58.20 elementary aspect, simple truth 
(Heb 5:12, 6:1+); 8. LN 79.106 corner, of a sheet of cloth 
(Ac 10:11, 11:5+)

�
primary or the foundational 
doctrines of Christ Not talking about the 

basic principles of 
scripture

Very important to take 
note of this shift from 

verse 5:12 to 6:1

solid food, it is 
necessary for 
spiritual growth

With our 
foundation being 
Jesus Christ

1 Corinthians 3:11 (NKJV)

11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:20 (NKJV)

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone,

Examples:

John 1:1 (NKJV)
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.

 Jesus Christ is seen throughout the New Testament as the foundational 

element for Christianity.:

794 ἀρχή (archē), ῆς (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 
8031, 8040; Str 746; TDNT 1.479—1. LN 68.1 beginning, 
initiate an action, process, or state of being (Mk 1:1); 2. LN 
67.65 beginning, a point at the beginning of a duration 
58.20 elementary aspect, simple truth 
(Heb 5:12, 6:1+); 8. LN 79.106 corner, of a sheet of cloth 
(Ac 10:11, 11:5+)

The foundation is the basis for further understanding of something. 

There must first be a foundation upon which to build; otherwise it's just another 
evolving opinion!!!

So when we talk about Biblical ideas or doctrines, we are talking about that which is 
the foundation for all other doctrine. 

The foundation in the Christian life of course is 
the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is our foundation. 

We understand that He is fully God and fully man. That is who He is. 

And because He is fully God and fully man, He was able to do what He was supposed 
to do which was to go to the cross and pay the penalty for human sin. 

That was His mission, and He was fully qualified to accomplish that. 

In His humanity He did not sin. 

Hebrews 4:14–16 (NKJV)
14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without 
sin. 
16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

He was without sin. He was therefore qualified to go to the cross as our substitute. 

So these are the elementary principles.

Leaving or Going beyond the basics:

What he is talking about, we have to leave. We must move beyond 
the basics. 

It is important to get the basics down to understand the: 
essence of God, the 
doctrine of the trinity, to understand the 
person of Jesus Christ in His hypostatic union, to understand 
the basics of salvation (that salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone and not by 

works.) 
the basics of who angels and who demons are and who Satan is. 

These are all basics. But, if we are going to grow and mature as a believer where we 
have a deep understanding of the Word of God, so that impacts our life and thinking 
in a more profound way, we have to go beyond the basics. 

We have to press on. That is what he is saying. We 
must press on by leaving, by going beyond the 
foundational teachings about the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

In moving beyond the basics, take heed how are you build;

1 Corinthians 3:11–17 (NKJV)

11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 
13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it 
will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 
14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 
15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, 
yet so as through fire. 
16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God 
dwells in you? 
17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of 
God is holy, which temple you are.

Luke 6:49 (NKJV)
49 But he who heard and did 
nothing is like a man who built 
a house on the earth without a 

foundation, against 
which the stream beat 
vehemently; and immediately it 
fell. And the ruin of that house 
was great.”

Leaving or going beyond the basics

I AM COVERED OVER WITH THE ROBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT 
JESUS GIVES TO ME, GIVES TO ME,

I AM COVERED OVER WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF JESUS 
AND HE LIVES IN ME, LIVES IN ME,

WHAT A JOY IT IS TO KNOW MY HEAVENLY FATHER LOVES ME SO, 
HE GIVES TO ME, MY JESUS,

WHEN HE LOOKS AT ME HE SEES NOT WHAT I USE TO BE, BUT 
HE SEES JESUS, JESUS

I Am Covered Over

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son
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And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"
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Give thanks

Give Thanks 
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