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A Brief Review:

4. Christians Falling Away 
Once Enlightened.

Resurrection of the Dead

Hebrews 5:11–14 (NKJV)
11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 
12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, 

you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; 
and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 

14 But solid food belongs to those who are of Full Age, that is, those who by reason 

of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Hebrews 6:1–8 (NKJV)

1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, 

let us go on to perfection, 

not laying again the foundation of 1. repentance from dead 
works and of faith toward God, 

2 2. of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, 3. of Resurrection Of 
The Dead, and of eternal judgment. 

Resurrection Of The Dead:

The seed is in reference to the dichotomous man, which was the result of 
the death of Adam on the day he ate of the tree

1 Corinthians 15:42–49 (NKJV)

42 So also is the Resurrection Of The Dead. 

The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 

43   It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. 

  It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 

44   A.  It is sown a  natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 

B.  There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 

45 And so it is written, 
“The first man Adam became a living being.” 
The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 

l46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. 

47 The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. 

48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. 

49 And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.

Eternal Judgment:

Back to the 3rd pairing:

Hebrews 6:1–8 (NKJV)
1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, 

let us go on to perfection, 

not laying again the foundation of 
1. repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 

2 2. of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, 

3. of Resurrection Of The Dead, and of eternal 
   judgment. 

Every human being is born under condemnation:

John 3:18 (NKJV)

18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

Hebrews 9:27–28 (NKJV)

27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 

28 so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear 
a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.

Revelation 20:4–6 (NKJV)
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for 
their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their 
foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection. 

6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

Revelation 20:11–15 (NKJV)

11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth 

and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was 

opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by 

the things which were written in the books. 

13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one 
according to his works. 
14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

The problem of condemnation must be solved through faith in Jesus 
Christ alone !!!

You have to have 3 things in order to get into heaven. 
 

1 The penalty of sin has to be paid for.
2 Each individual must possess the righteousness of God. 

You can't get into heaven without it. God's perfect righteousness can't have fellowship with 
relative or negative righteousness. 

3 The third thing that a person has to have is eternal life. 
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1 Corinthians 15:21–23 (NKJV)
21 For since by man came death, by Man 
also came the resurrection of the dead. 
22 For as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ all shall be made alive. 
23 But each one in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at 
His coming.

physical body

Our bodies are subject to the physical consequences of 
sin. Our body is sown in corruption.

In Christ Jesus our physical bodies will be raised in 
incorruption.

We will receive an incorruptible resurrection body at the 
rapture.

Due to the sin of Adam
871 ἀτιμία (atimia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ 

DBLHebr 4009, 7830; Str 819—1. LN 87.71 
dishonor, disgrace, shame (Ro 1:26; 1Co 
11:14; 15:43; 2Co 6:8; 11:21+)

819 ἀσθένεια (astheneia), ας (as), ἡ 

(hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 769; TDNT 1.490—1. 
LN 74.23 incapacity, a state 
of weakness or limitation 
(1Co 15:43;

because of sin the body is 
limited in capacity, it is weak

5785 φθορά (phthora), ᾶς (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 5356; 
TDNT 9.93—1. LN 20.38 destruction (Gal 6:8; Col 2:22; 2Pe 2:12+); 
2. LN 23.205 decay, perishableness, rot (Ro 
8:21; 1Co 15:42

2178 ἐπισπείρω (epispeirō): vb.; ≡ Str 4687; TDNT 7.536—LN 

43.8 to scatter seed, sow on top of, sow afterward (Mt 13:25+)

sown

verb, present,
passive — The grammatical voice that signifies that the subject is 
being acted upon; i.e., the subject is the receiver of the verbal action. 
A verb in the passive voice with God as the stated or implied agent is 
often referred to as the “divine passive.”

In this context the issue is not personal sin; but rather it is 
in the seed, which reaches back to Adam.

Psalm 51:5 (NKJV)
5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived 
me.
John 3:6 (NKJV)
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.
Romans 5:12 (NKJV)
12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death 
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—

Physical

Verses 42 and 
43 are a 

description of the 

natural 
body

It also describes 
the 

spiritual 
body

The spiritual body is not some ghost mist floating 
through the air. 

It is a spiritual body in that it is related to 

the heavenly dimension and eternal existence.

So there is a distinction 
between: 

the present body and 
the future body. 

So the resurrection body is going to have certain features 
similar to our present physical body. 

And it will have other features and characteristics that are 
quite a bit different that will allow us to live in the heavenly 
and eternal physical dimension.

He continues to emphasize the distinction between the natural and the 
spiritual body, and the reality of the Resurrection. 

Psalm 51:5 (NKJV)
5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.

At the instant of birth every single human being is born with the imputation 
of Adam's original sin and guilty of Adam's original sin, and under 
condemnation. 

The only thing that moves a person from condemnation to acceptance with 
God, is belief in Jesus Christ according to this passage. 
 

So every human being is born under condemnation and remains under 
condemnation unless and until  they believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If they die physically without puting their faith in Christ, they are still in a 
position of condemnation.

We don’t die and come back as a lizard and then die again and come back as a mouse 
and then come back as a horse. 
 
In the human designed Hindu religion, they've fabricated this doctrine of reincarnation 
where you die and come back as lower life forms, like lizards, snakes mice, cows and 
other things. 

That is why some animals can't be eaten – you might be eating your grandfather. 
  

The Scripture teaches that it is appointed for men to die once and after this the 
judgment. 

The resurrection of the dead in verse 2 isn't talking about 
just believers. 

It is saying all are going to be resurrected in the different resurrections, but all will be 

resurrected and face eternal judgment or eternal evaluation. 

Believers will face the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

Unbelievers will face the Great White Throne judgment. 

Every unbeliever remains in the grave until the end of the Millennial Kingdom when they 
are resurrected.

Every Church Age believer alive or dead is taken to be with the Lord in the 
clouds at the end of the Church Age, at the event known as 
the rapture. 

Old Testament saints and tribulation martyrs are 
resurrected at the end of the tribulation period. 

That is the second stage in the first resurrection . 

But unbelievers get resurrected only once and 
that is at the end of the Millennial Kingdom.

These are the books that list all the works, all of the production of these individuals. 

Now when we look at the end of this what we see is that they are evaluated according 
to their works. 

There are both good works and bad works. 

As believers we have works that are done by the Holy Spirit and we have works that 
are done in the flesh. 

But, works is a generic term for production. 

So what happens at the Great White Throne Judgment is that every individual that is 
there is evaluated according to their production. 

In other words, how good is your production?

Does it hold up to God's perfect righteous requirement?

Does it equal perfect righteousness of Christ?

A record was kept  of every individuals works

the process of dying

nnn

I AM COVERED OVER WITH THE ROBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT 
JESUS GIVES TO ME, GIVES TO ME,

I AM COVERED OVER WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF JESUS 
AND HE LIVES IN ME, LIVES IN ME,

WHAT A JOY IT IS TO KNOW MY HEAVENLY FATHER LOVES ME SO, 
HE GIVES TO ME, MY JESUS,

WHEN HE LOOKS AT ME HE SEES NOT WHAT I USE TO BE, BUT 
HE SEES JESUS, JESUS

I Am Covered Over

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us"
Give thanks

Give Thanks 

Isaiah 64:6 (NKJV)
6 But we are all like an unclean thing, And 
all our righteousnesses are like filthy 
rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our 
iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away.

John 1:29 (NKJV)
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming 
toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!

Milk

Milk

baptisma 
But the normal Greek word used for baptism whether it is talking about the:
⁃ believer's baptism or 
⁃ John the Baptist's baptism or the 
⁃ baptism of Christ 
⁃
is the word baptisma with a ma ending. 

baptismos 

The mos ending refers to the ceremonial washings of the Jews. So you had these 

two different words. The word used here is baptismos which normally indicates washings. 

But it’s in the plural, and the reason he uses the plural is because they are supposed to understand 
the distinction between the Jewish washings and the Christian baptisms. 

They have to understand the difference between: 
John the Baptist's baptism, the 
baptism of Jesus, and specifically the
believer's baptism. 

 
These are the books that list all of the works, all of the production of these 
individuals. Now when we look at the end of this what we see is that they are 
evaluated according to their works. The term works isn't a technical 
theological term. We have good works; we have bad works. As believers we 
have works that are done by the Holy Spirit and we have works that are done 
in the flesh. But, works is just a generic term for production. So what happens 
at the Great White Throne Judgment is that every individual that is there is 
evaluated according to their production. In other words, how good is your 
production?
 
You have to have three things in order to get into heaven. 
 

1 Number one you have to have your sin paid for. The penalty of sin has to 
be paid for.

2 The second thing that has to happen is you have to possess the 
righteousness of God. You can't get into heaven without it. God's perfect 
righteousness can't have fellowship with relative or negative 
righteousness. 

3 The third thing that a person has to have is eternal life. 
 
Now when Jesus Christ died on the cross for the sins of the world, He paid 
the penalty for every single sin in history in actuality. This always gets into a 
little bit of discussion about the extent of the atonement – whether Jesus died 
for everybody without distinction, without exception or whether He died only 
those who are going to be saved.  Follow me on this.
 
One of the first questions that comes up is what kind of substitution is it? Is it 
a real substitution? Did Jesus really die for the sins of the unbeliever who is 
always an unbeliever? If he always remains an unbeliever and never trusts 
Christ as Savior and if Jesus died for his sins, why isn't he in heaven? That is 
what I am going to answer. He doesn't get to heaven just because his sins are 
paid for. Remember, three things have to happen – his sins have to be paid for, 
he has to have perfect righteousness, and he has to have eternal life. 
 
When Christ died for the sins for the world, some theologians came along in 
the context of the Reformation and said, "Well, we can't accept the fact that 
Christ died only for elect because there are too many passages that say that 
Christ died for everybody." 
 
So there was a Calvinist theologian at the seminary in Sal moor, France by the 
name of Moses Amyraut. His theological position is known as 
Amyrauldianism. The Amyrauldian position is nothing more than a hypothetical 
atonement. That means Jesus died for you if you believe. If you don't believe 
He didn't die for you and you go to hell for your sin. There is a problem with 
that. Classic Amyrauldianism is usually the position that people take who are 
called four-point Calvinists. They will usually express it this way. Jesus Christ's 
death was sufficient for everybody, but it was effective only for the elect. Now 
I have heard people on both sides of the argument use that definition which 
makes it confusing. 
 
Let's say that I go all the way through life and I don't trust Christ as my savior.  
 
 
Before I die someone explains the gospel to me and says, "Christ died for your 
sins." 
 
I say, "Well, I don't believe that."
 
Then I go to hell. I am in the Lake of Fire. This is after the Great White 
Throne Judgment. 
 
Somebody days, "Why are you here?"
 
"Well, Christ didn't die for my sins. I am here paying the penalty for my sins." 
 
That would mean that Christ didn't die for them. If I had accepted the payment 
before I died, then it would have been applied to me and He would have died 
for my sins. But if I don't accept it and if I go to the Lake of Fire to pay the 
penalty for sin, then that means that Christ didn't die for my sins. This is sort 
of a backdoor limited atonement.   
 
I will resolve the problem by the way I am explaining this. When we 
breakdown salvation into those three issues (the first is the penalty of sin, the 
second is possession of righteousness, and the third is eternal life) what 
happens is that Christ truly and actually substitutes for everybody. 
He pays their penalty so that the unbeliever has his sin penalty paid for him; 
but because he doesn't believe in Christ, he doesn't receive the imputation of 
righteousness and he doesn't have eternal life. Without perfect righteousness 
he can't get into heaven. Without eternal life (which is not only a never ending 
life but also quality of life), he doesn't have the capacity to enjoy heaven. What 
happens at the Great White Throne Judgment substantiates this. The dead are 
judged according to their works by the things that are written in the books. 
 
What are written in these books are all the things that they do. It's not their 
sin. Sin is paid for. Christ paid the penalty of sin in all actuality. It is a real 
substitution. It's not this phony hypothetical substitution that Amyraut came up 
with. It is a real substitution. Their sin is truly and actually paid for. But now 
because they didn't trust Christ and they don't possess His righteousness, God 
is going to show that they don't have enough righteousness to meet His 
absolute perfect standard. 
 
So, all of their good deeds are piled up. Some people's piles won't go very 
far. Other people's piles are going to go pretty far depending on how good and 
moral they were as unbelievers. They are going to have good works. But when 
they are all piled up, they won't even come close to the first tick on the ruler 
because man can't produce the perfect righteousness of God.
 
NKJ Isaiah 64:6  But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our 
righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like 
the wind, Have taken us away.
 
It's not our works of unrighteousness, but our works of righteousness. So the 
dead are going to be judged according to their works. Their works aren't good 
enough to receive perfect righteousness, to measure up to perfect 
righteousness, God's absolute standard; so they can't get into heaven. And they 
don't have eternal life so they are condemned. Why? Because they didn't 
believe in Christ. Believing in Christ is the only way to get the imputation of 
perfect righteousness. That is why John 3:18  says….
 
NKJ John 3:18  "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God.
 
Belief in Christ is the only way that you get perfect righteousness and eternal 
life.
 
NKJ Revelation 20:13  The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were 
judged, each one according to his works.
 
Not according to sin, but according to works. 
 
NKJ Revelation 20:14  Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death.
 
Death and Hades refer to the holding place where all the unbelievers went 
between physical death and judgment.
 
NKJ Revelation 20:15  And anyone not found written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire.
 
The Book of Life refers to those who have perfect righteousness and those 
who have eternal life. So they are condemned because they did not possess 
perfect righteousness and did not have eternal life. So that resolves the issue of 
how Christ can truly substitute for the unbeliever, fully pay his penalty and why 
he still goes to the Lake of Fire - not to pay the penalty for his sins but because 
he failed to do what God said to do in trusting Christ as his savior. And 
because he is not qualified to go into heaven, he remains condemned and goes 
into eternal condemnation. 
 
Then we come to Hebrews 6:3
 
NKJ Hebrews 6:3  And this we will do if God permits.
 
Wait a minute. What will we do if God permits? Remember the command? Let 
us carry on to maturity. What is the problem? The problem is that the writer 
of Hebrews is dealing with a readership that is at best in doubt about whether 
they are going to continue to grow spirituality. At worst they have already hit 
the slippery slope and they have slid down into a reverse of their spiritual 
growth. They are backslidden and they are in complete and total carnality and 
rebellion against God. They are in the worst case scenario.  
 
So when we come to verse 3, it is a future tense of poieo. 
 
That is, we will press on. He qualifies it and says, "if God permits". In other 
words there is a real warning and danger here that we can reach a point-of-no-
return in terms of our rebelliousness where God finally allows us to sink into 
the pit of our own rebellion and carnality, die the sin unto death, and lose 
rewards and what ever position responsibility we might have otherwise 
had. That is the seriousness of the warning here. 
 
He indicates this by saying, "This we will do if God permits."
 
The word translated here "if" is not the normal word that we expect which 
would be the Greek particle ean. It has a suffix per added to it.   
Eanper intensifies the condition. What he is saying is that we can do this only if 
God permits. Maybe He will; maybe He won't. It is a third class condition. God 
may not allow us to reverse course and to start pursuing spiritual growth 
again. And now he is going to explain that.   
 
A lot of people say, "Wait a minute. You mean God may finally get fed up with 
our rebellion and let us slide on to self destruction?"
 
Yes, that is true. He lays down a principle and an explanation in verse 4.
 
NKJ Hebrews 6:4  For it is impossible for those who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of 
the Holy Spirit,
 
NKJ Hebrews 6:5  and have tasted the good word of God and the powers 
of the age to come,
 
NKJ Hebrews 6:6  if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, 
since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open 
shame.
 
That is what he has been warning about all along. Don't fall away. Instead press 
on to maturity. 
 
Then there are 5 categories listed.
 

1 once been enlightened, 
2 have tested the heavenly gift
3 made partakers  of the Holy Spirit
4 tasted the good Word of God and tasted the power of the age to come
5 having fallen away
 
In other words there is a serious warning here that the believer can reach a 
point-of-no-return in his decline into rebellion carnality. It appears that it will 
not be possible for them to reverse course at least by any human means. 
 
This is a complicated passage of exegesis. There are a lot of people who go to 
this section to try to argue that you can lose your salvation. 
That's not what it is talking about at all. Salvation isn't the issue here. The issue 
here is - are you going to press on to spiritual maturity or regress in spiritual 
rebellion to the point where aside from a special work of God renewal is 
impossible? That's the thrust. 
 
We are going need to take some time to break each phrase down so that you 
understand what is being discussed here and where we can understand very 
clearly that he is talking about the fact that these are believers, not 
unbelievers. These are believers and it is talking about the danger of spiritual 
regression. So we will come back and look at that. Verses 7 and 8 talk about 
the judgment that comes to those in spiritual regression through the imagery 
of dry earth, drinking in the rain, producing fruit and also producing thorns and 
briars. So we will have to get to that next time. 

Luke 21:19 (NKJV)
19 By your patience possess your souls.
Hebrews 10:36 (NKJV)
36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have 

done the will of God, you may receive the 
promise:
James 1:3 (NKJV)
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.
Hebrews 6:11 (NKJV)
11 And we desire that each one of you show the same 
diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end,

Ephesians 4:31–32 (NKJV)
31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil 
speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 
32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.

88.201 πικρίαb, ας f: (a figurative extension of meaning of πικρίαa ‘bitter taste,’ 79.40) a state of 
sharp, intense resentment or hate—‘bitter resentment, spite, bitterness.’ 
ὧν τὸ στόμα ἀρᾶς καὶ πικρίας γέμει ‘whose mouth is full of curses and bitter resentment’ Ro 3:14; πᾶσα 
πικρία καὶ θυμὸς … ἀρθήτω ‘get rid of … all bitterness and anger’ Eph 4:31.

2596 θυμός (thymos), οῦ (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ DBLHebr 678, 2771, 2779; Str 2372; TDNT 3.167—1. 

LN 88.178 fury, wrath, anger, rage

Believing you have a justified cause

3199 κραυγή (kraugē), ῆς (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 2906; TDNT 3.898—1. LN 33.84 shout (Mt 25:6; Lk 

1:42; verbal brawl Ac 23:9; Eph 4:31+)

Hebrews 6:12 (NKJV)

12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate 
those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises.

1 Peter 5:5 (NKJV)
5 Likewise you younger people, submit 
yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be 
submissive to one another, and be clothed 
with humility, for “God resists the 
proud, But gives grace to the humble.”

6 Therefore humble yourselves 
under the mighty hand of God, that He may 
exalt you in due time,

Sunday evening Study
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