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Syntax and grammar:

8. Christians Falling Away 
Once Enlightened.

once enlightened:

John 3:6 (NKJV)

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

We now have the capacity to learn about God:
1 Corinthians 2:9–15 (NKJV)
9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has 
prepared for those who love Him.” 
10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 
11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of 
God except the Spirit of God. 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the 
things that have been freely given to us by God. 
13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual. 
14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one.

Five statements:

Hebrews 5:12–6:8 (NKJV)
12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again 
the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 
13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 
14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to 
discern both good and evil. 

Hebrews 6:1–8 (NKJV)
1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the 
foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 
2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 
 

3 And this we will do if God permits.

5 statements:

4 For it is impossible for those who were 
once enlightened, and 
have tasted the heavenly gift, and
have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 

5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 
6 if they fall away, 

and have fallen away to renew them again to repentance,

since they crucify again for themselves the 
Son of God, and put Him to an open shame. 

Have tasted of the heavenly gift:

How is this word tasted used in other passages?

Hebrews 2:9 (NKJV)
9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, 

that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.

Have become partakers of the Holy Spirit:

Hebrews 6:4 (NKJV)

4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become 

partakers of the Holy Spirit,

Titus 3:5 (NKJV)

5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,
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Proverbs 1:8–9 (NKJV)

8 My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the law of your mother; 
9 For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, And chains about your neck.

Many young parents are proud and arrogant, they do not consider the wise godly counsel of their 
seniors as exceeding valuable.

In their pride they say You're not my boss, no one is going to tell me what to do !!!

So instead of people admiring the young parents for their wise living and Communication; they are 
thought of as foolish, self-centered and foolishly proud and grossly lacking in understanding.

And the only one who doesn't perceive how they are viewed is the young foolish rejecter of godly 
counsel.

Daniel 12:10 (NKJV)
10 Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall 
do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, 
but the wise shall understand.

All 5 participles are 
tied to the article at 
the beginning of the 
string of clauses, in 
the Greek

a series of aorist participles 
that are all controlled by 
an initial article in the Greek

These people have had the experience. 

They have been enlightened in the past at some point. 
They have tasted the heavenly gift. 
They have become in some past time partners with the 
Holy Spirit. 
They have tasted the Word of God and the powers of 
the age to come. 
And finally they have fallen away. 

It is not just hypothetical that they have done all of this 

and they might fall away ( which is suggested by the 

translator having inserted the condition if ). 

But they have fallen away. 

aorist — The aorist verb tense is used by the writer to 
present the action of a verb as a “snapshot” event. The verb’s 
action is portrayed simply and in summary fashion without respect 
to any process. In the indicative mood, the aorist usually denotes 
past time, while an aorist participle usually refers to 

antecedent time with respect to the main verb. 
Outside the indicative and the participle, the aorist does not 
indicate time. “First Aorist” refers to the inflected form. First Aorist 
verbs are marked by an augment (usually a prefixed ε, η or ω) and 
either -σα, -ξα, or -ψα as part of the suffix endings.

verb, aorist, passive, participle

verb, aorist, middle, participle

verb, aorist, passive, participle

verb, aorist, middle, participle

verb, aorist, active, participle

The conditional is an 
interpretive statement added 

by the translator; that's not 
the job for the translator

Though it is said in Hebrews 5: 12 that they need 
the basic teachings again; yet he presses on 
throughout the rest of the book, with the solid 
meat of doctrine

Matthew 19:24–26 (NKJV)

24 And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 
25 When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 

26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible.”

105 ἀδύνατος (adynatos), ον (on): adj.; ≡ 
Str 102; TDNT 2.284—1. LN 74.22 incapable, 
powerless (Ac 14:8; Ro 8:3; 15:1+); 2. LN 71.3 
impossible, not be possible (Mt 19:26; Mk 10:27; 
Lk 18:27; Heb 6:4, 18; 10:4; 11:6+)

4827 ῥαφίς (rhaphis), ίδος (idos), ἡ (hē): 
n.fem.; ≡ Str 4476—LN 6.215 a needle, a tiny 
instrument that makes or repairs clothing by 
threading (Mt 19:24; Mk 10:25+; Lk 18:25 v.r. 
NA26), note: all other interpretations are 
suspect and unlikely

It is the human spirit that allows us 
to relate to the things of God, to 
know God, and understanding God.

has been enlightened

That which was dead has come to life

Did He have a little nibble? 

Is that what that means? 

No. He fully experienced death - full spiritual death, separation from 
God. 

When he screamed out, "My God, My God why have you forsaken me?"; 
He fully experienced death for everyone. 

He didn't get a hint or nibble or little bitty taste. He fully experienced it. 

That is what this metaphor means. 

It doesn't mean to go back there and break off a little piece to get a hint of 
what it is like, but to fully experience death, to fully experience the gift of 
God – the heavenly gift.

Imported to take note of this because many people put qualifiers on 
salvation; that if you were truly saved then you would not do certain sins

Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV)
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

1181 γίνομαι (ginomai): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 2118; Str 1096; 
TDNT 1.681—1. LN 13.80 come to exist (Jn 1:3; 8:58); 2. LN 13.3 be, 
possess a certain characteristic (Mt 10:16; 1Th 2:8); 3. LN 
13.48 become, to come to or acquire or 
experience a state, become something you 
were not before

3581 μέτοχος (metochos), ου (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc. [BAGD 

adj.]; ≡ Str 3353; TDNT 2.830—LN 34.8 companion, 
partner, sharer in (Lk 5:7; Heb 1:9; 3:1, 14; 6:4; 12:8+)

Referring here to the doctrine of the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit and the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit
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