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Philadelphia 

Rewards for church age Overcomers

The focus of our study:

Revelation 3:7–13 (NKJV)
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He 
who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: 
8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and 
have not denied My name. 
9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship 
before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 
10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test 
those who dwell on the earth. 

11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. 
12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no 
more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New 
Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new 
name. 
13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’

Our goal; to receive a full reward:

The temple of My God:

Revelation 3:11–13 (NKJV)
11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. 

12 He who overcomes, 

I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no 

more. 

I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, 
which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name. 

13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’

So Jesus is coming and then He is going to be crowned King:
Matthew 25:31 (NASB95)

31 “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious 
throne.

Revelation 14:1 (NASB95)
1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, 
having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.

Zechariah 8:3 (NASB95)

3 “Thus says the Lord, ‘I will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City 

of Truth, and the mountain of the Lord of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.’

Zechariah 8:12 (NASB95)
12 ‘For there will be peace for the seed: the vine will yield its fruit, the land will yield its produce and the heavens will give 
their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to inherit all these things.

Zechariah 13:1–2 (NASB95)

1 “In that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for 
impurity. 
2 “It will come about in that day,” declares the Lord of hosts, “that I will cut off the names of the idols from the land, and they 
will no longer be remembered; and I will also remove the prophets and the unclean spirit from the land.

Ezekiel 43:12 (NASB95)

12 “This is the law of the house: its entire area on the top of the mountain all around shall be most holy. Behold, this 
is the law of the house.

Zechariah 14:20 (NASB95)
20 In that day there will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, “HOLY TO THE LORD.” And the cooking pots in the Lord’s 
house will be like the bowls before the altar.

Chris earthly reign :
Zechariah 14:9 (NASB95)

9 And the Lord will be king over all the earth; in that day the Lord will be the only one, and His name the only 
one.
Zechariah 14:16 (NASB95)
16 Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to 
worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths.

Isaiah 2:2–4 (NASB95)

2 Now it will come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of the Lord Will be established as the chief of 
the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. 
3 And many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; 
That He may teach us concerning His ways And that we may walk in His paths.” For the law will go forth from Zion And the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they 
learn war.

The giving of a new name was the indication in Scripture of a new position, a new 
role, a new responsibility. 

Revelation 3:12 (NKJV)

12 He who overcomes,I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, 

and he shall go out no more. 

I will write on him the    name of My God    and the name of the city of My God, 

the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God.  And I will write on 

him My new name.

13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’

Exclusive doctrine:

2 John 8–11 (NKJV)

8 Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may 

receive   a full reward. 

9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. 

He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 

10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 
11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.

The millennial Jerusalem & the new Jerusalem:
 
Revelation 3:12 (NKJV)

12 He who overcomes,I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, 

and he shall go out no more. 

I will write on him the    name of My God    and the name of the city of My God, 

the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God.  
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Hold Sound Doctrine

No one can steal your crown, this is an idiom indicating that there are circumstances, people, 

situations in life that can distract us from the goal. 

He is speaking idiomatically, and saying not to let anything interfere in our pursuit of spiritual 
growth and maturity. 

The principle here is that we should consistently live today in light of 
eternity. That is our motivation.

Thus we have verse 12. 

3771 νικάω (nikaō): vb.; ≡ Str 3528; TDNT 4.942—

LN 39.57 conquer, overcome, 
overpower, prevail, triumph, be 
victorious

Our destiny, according to Revelation 21 and other passages, is to be priests and rulers in the Millennial 
kingdom. 

Where do priests function? 
In the temple. 

So in the millennial Kingdom there are going to be those who have overcome in this age, who have special 
privilege and place and responsibility and service during that period and then on into eternity. 

And he will not be able to lose it.
Once we have our resurrection bodies we are locked into positive volition and there won't be the option of 
failure anymore. 

So we will have a permanent position of service in the temple, those who are over-comers today

The word there for overcomer is the Greek verb NIKAO [nikao], based on the noun NIKE [nikh] 
for the goddess of victory, and it means to be victorious, to prevail, to win in the face of 
obstacles. 

It’s the victorious believer who at the judgment seat of Christ has rewardable gold, silver and 
precious stones, as opposed to having all of his work burned up as wood, hay, and straw. 

There is clearly a distinction in the Bible between two types of believers: 
1. The carnal and fleshly and who never advance spiritually, and therefore have no future 

ruling or reigning responsibilities with the Lord, and 

2. Those who have built with gold silver and precious stones, they are victorious in 
the Christian life because they took great care to pay close attention to the details of 
sound doctrine, as a result they grow and mature and have rewardable works.

A full reward is related to  a very specific and exclusive doctrinea full reward

How did Solomon go from tremendous humility , and service 
to God as the number one spiritual leader, too spiritual 
obscurity?

Paul said, “I discipline my body and bring it into subjection lest 
when I have preach to others I myself should become 
disqualified“

Human beings by nature need a leader, they need someone to 
lead them. 

As Christians we all have a certain level of responsibility in this 
area!

Protect that position, Gard it and submit to God continually all 
the days of your life.

Reevaluate your walk before God, 

Used idiomatically to describe an 
individual who was a contributing 
force in the community or a church

3724 ναός (naos), οῦ (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ DBLHebr 2121; Str 
3485; TDNT 4.880—1. LN 7.15 temple, shrine or building dedicated 
to a deity; of the true God a building in which a 
deity is worshiped (in the case of the Temple 
in Jerusalem, a place where God was also 
regarded as dwelling)—‘temple, sanctuary.’ ὃν 
ἐφονεύσατε μεταξὺ τοῦ ναοῦ καὶ τοῦ θυσιαστηρίου ‘whom you 
murdered between the sanctuary and the altar

This is a metaphor in Scripture for both divine 
ownership and the dedication of the one who is so 
inscribed to God.

The imagery is that on the overcomer is inscribed the 
name of God.

This fits the whole priestly imagery that we have of the 
church age believer's service in the Millennial kingdom.

Exodus 28:36–38 (NKJV)
36 “You shall also make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of 
a signet: HOLINESS TO THE LORD 

37 And you shall put it on a blue cord, that it may be on the turban; it 
shall be on the front of the turban. 
38 So it shall be on Aaron’s forehead, 

that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things which the children of Israel 
hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall always be on his forehead, that they may 
be accepted before the Lord.

indicating the high priest 
was dedicated to God

name of My God

Ezekiel 48:35 (NASB95)
35 “The city shall be 18,000 cubits round 
about; and the name of the city from that 
day shall be, ‘The Lord is there.’ ”

the new Jerusalem

Jesus Christ will dwell on the earth in the 
earthly Jerusalem, and 

then we are told that there is this new 
Jerusalem.

And I will write on him My new name.

2785 καινός (kainos), ή (ē), 
όν (on): adj. [see καινότερον 
(kainoteron), just below]; ≡ 
DBLHebr 2543; Str 2537; 
TDNT 3.447—1. LN 67.115 
new, recent in time (Mk 2:22); 
2. LN 58.71 new, pertaining to 
that which is new or recent 
(2Pe 3:13; Mt 26:28 v.r.); 3. 
LN 28.33 previously 
unknown 

Distinguish between the

 Millennial Jerusalem which is earthly and 

New Jerusalem that is heavenly.

Revelation 21:2 (NASB95)

2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her 
husband.
Revelation 21:10 (NASB95)
10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God,

Isaiah 66:20–22 (NASB95)
20 “Then they shall bring all your brethren from all the nations as a grain offering to the Lord, on horses, in chariots, 

in litters, on mules and on camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem,” says the Lord, “just as the sons of Israel 
bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the Lord. 

21 “I will also take some of them for priests and for Levites,” says the Lord. 

22 “For just as the new heavens and the new earth Which I make will endure before Me,” 
declares the Lord, “So your offspring and your name will endure.

Revelation 21:10–22:5 (NASB95)
10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
11 having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper. 
12 It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them, which are the names of the twelve 
tribes of the sons of Israel. 
13 There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west. 
14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
15 The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, and its gates and its wall. 

16 The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, 1,500.00 miles; 
its length and width and height are equal. 
17 And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to human measurements, which are also angelic measurements. 
18 The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 
19 The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the 
third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; 
20 the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, 
amethyst. 
21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 
24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 
25 In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; 
26 and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it; 
27 and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s 
book of life. 
1 Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 
2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations. 
3 There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; 
4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 
5 And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine 
them; and they will reign forever and ever.

At the end of the Great 
Tribulation

Not presently on His throne

At the end of the great tribulation

At that time Jesus establishes His dwelling place on the earth in the 
Millennial temple of Jerusalem which is raised up on a mountain. This is 
the earthly Jerusalem.

The earthly, Millennial Jerusalem 
becomes the center for world wide 

spirituality in the Millennial kingdom.

This is an entry pass to the new 
Jerusalem for the overcomer believer

indicating that we will have a 
specific role of responsibility 
in the temple in the 
Millennial kingdom. 

All of this lies behind that imagery that Jesus 

used when He said:
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