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Worldliness:

Laodicea

Self deception:

The only way to avoid self-deception is to submit to the words of God:

Colossians 3:16 (NKJV)

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another  

in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Romans 15:14 (NKJV)
14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, 
able also to admonish one another.

 

Revelation 3:21–22 (NKJV)
21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His 
throne. 
22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ”

Worldliness describes the collection of 
ideas, 
philosophies, 
religions, 
standards, 
values, 
purposes, and 
methods 

to achieve those ends which characterize a culture or a sub-culture. 

Its purpose is to suppress truth in unrighteousness and 
redefine reality to avoid the righteous demands of the creator God.

Worldliness is often times the negative application of volition.  

Which is as we have defined volition: it is the deliberate intentional employment of that 
system of thought that best suits the conclusion I prefer to arrive at.

So, when one decides on a contradictory path; in order to justify and comfort himself in 
accomplishing his rebellion, he must devise a religious system of thought that will adequately 
suppress the truth, while at the same time make himself feel good about doing it. 

Worldliness are both, those thought systems

1. absorbed in to the soul over time unwarily [And that’s why the Bible gives us this Mental 
attitude in Proverbs 2, so that we will not arrive to the next thought system]; 

2. and also passive aggressive when the believer hears the word of God (he understands or 
perceives it) but desiring a different course of action more pleasing to his sinful nature; he begins 
to reason, to rationalize, to deceive himself, to fabricate a religious system of thought, that will 
comfort his violated conscience, so he can best live with his contrary choice.

Our job as Christian family members, Who surround ourselves with godly counselors; is to 
encourage one another/to persuade one another of a more accurate way!!!!!

2 Peter 1:3 (NKJV)

3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,

Proverbs 1:8–10 (NKJV)
8 My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the law of your mother; 
9 For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, and chains about your neck. 

10 My son, if sinners entice you, Do not consent.

Proverbs 6:20–24 (NKJV)

20 My son, keep your father’s command, And do not forsake the law of your 
mother. 
21 Bind them continually upon your heart; Tie them around your neck. 
22 When you roam, they will lead you; When you sleep, they will keep you; And when you awake, they will speak with you. 

23 For the commandment is a lamp, And the law a light; Reproofs of 
instruction are the way of life, 
24 To keep you from the evil woman, From the flattering tongue of a seductress.

Proverbs 9:9 (NKJV)
9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a 
just man, and he will increase in learning.

The wilderness:

Israel and Christ:

Contrasting Israel in the Old Testament and the ministry of Jesus:

The Jews go into the wilderness:

1 Corinthians 10:1–5 (NKJV)
1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 

2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 
3 all ate the same spiritual food, 
4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. 

5 But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.

Jesus goes into the wilderness after his baptism:

Matthew 3:13 (NKJV)

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him.
Matthew 4:1 (NKJV)

1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil.

Children of Israel Forty years:
Numbers 32:13 (NKJV)

13 So the Lord’s anger was aroused against Israel, and He made them wander in the wilderness forty 
years, until all the generation that had done evil in the sight of the Lord was gone.

Jesus Christ Fourty days:
Mark 1:13 (NKJV)

13 And He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and the angels 
ministered to Him.

Both are tested with hunger. 

The Israelites have left Egypt and have left all the wonderful food of Egypt and they are looking 
for food and water in the wilderness. 

Jesus goes voluntarily into the wilderness, following the Holy Spirit, and is on a voluntary fast for 
forty days and forty nights.

Israel failed because they failed to trust the Words of God, and they 

failed to rely on His promises. 

However, the Lord Jesus Christ succeeds in trusting in God's Word and trusting in God's 
promises.

Matthew 4:1–4 (NKJV)
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
2 And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 
3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, 

“If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 

4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God.’ ”

The purpose of the testings / trials of life are to teach humility!

7.28.19

1940 ἐνοικέω (enoikeō): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 3782; Str 1774—LN 85.73 
dwell in, live with (Ro 8:11; 2Co 
6:16; Col 3:16

He Is Our Peace?

Verb, Present, Active, Imperative

present — The verb tense where the writer portrays an 
action in process or a state of being with no assessment of 

the action’s completion.

4455 πλουσίως (plousiōs): adv.; ≡ 
Str 4146—1. LN 59.57 in abundance, 
richly, generously, in a great amount 
(Col 3:16; 1Ti 6:17)

5053 σοφία (sophia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 2683; 

Str 4678; TDNT 7.465—1. LN 32.32 wisdom, 
prudence, discretion, i.e., the capacity to 
understand, and hence act wisely

A look at family relationships, our 
positions and the influence of those 

positions

Who are sinners?

Is this counsel from life experience ?

A destroyed life doesn't occur instantly, but over years of small 
compromise, here, and there, until one is consumed, and lost, and unable 
to rise from the bitterness of the multitude of failures.

Until one day he'll stand before the judgment seat of Christ, in shame… 

In shame Because, he will then be able to see himself clearly; having his 
mind cleared from the many years of confusion, due to the 
disappointments of bad decisions made in rebellion against God

Are ! words of God sufficient to solve 

a# 
$e %su& of life ?

Or, some choose the deception of weighting for God to do something unique for them, 
Not knowing that the answer is already available

full of obedient deeds

Daniel 12:10 (NKJV)
10 Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall 
do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall 
understand.

To live in a mirage

Revelation 3:21–22 (NKJV)
21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down 
with My Father on His throne. 
22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ”

Numbers 14:29 (NKJV)

29 The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall fall in the wilderness, 
all of you who were numbered, according to your entire number, from twenty years old and above.

Jude 5 (NKJV)

5 But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the 

people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who 
did not believe.

The beginning of 
their history as a 
nation

When we look at the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness we can see that 
even though the temptations are to sin, the rationale that is embedded in 
these temptations is worldliness. 

And we watch to see how Jesus handles that, because He’s setting a 
pattern for us, giving us an example of how we are to deal with these 
things.

Jesus Christ 
our example

And you are

Remember the worldly agenda is to distance man from God

Take it into your own 
hands, doing your 
own way. Don't look 
for or trust in God's 
methods

Deuteronomy 8:3 (NKJV)
3 So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with 

manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that 
He might make you know that man shall 
not live by bread alone; but man lives by 
every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of the Lord.

Quote from

God was testing the children of Israel, whether they would trust his word or not.

God gave these commandments for a purpose, that they could 
have life and enjoy the blessings He 
intended to give them.

Deuteronomy 8:1–2 (NKJV)

1 “Every commandment which I command you today you must be careful to observe, that 
you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land of which the Lord swore to 
your fathers. 
2 And you shall remember that the Lord your God led you all the way these forty years in the 

wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you 
would keep His commandments or not.

Humility in the Scripture is orientation to authority, 

What is a sub-culture? Your family is a sub-culture. The people you work 
with at work, that is a sub-culture. 

Every work place has a culture. 

That sub-culture has values, and it has purposes, and it has a philosophy of 
its own existence, and its own importance, and where it is going. 

All of that relates to this whole concept of worldliness.

Everyone is a product of cultures and subcultures.

Though there are some churches in this country that are biblically sound on the gospel, and some 
are semi-close to biblically sound on sanctification, but because they never come to a deeper 
understanding of scripture than a surface scratching: there problem solving techniques are still 
worldly, their ministers thinking has never been transformed. 

Their methodology is worldly, and so they are trying to do God's work, or work out God's plan 
according to man's ways because they don't want to think any more deeply than just the surface. 

Evangelicalism in the last hundred years or so, has become increasingly more superficial and 
dedicated to the moment rather than the long-term plan of God.

In the process of Israel's testing in the wilderness 

⁃ there is the issue of food and manna in Exodus 17, and 

⁃ then the complaining, the testing, the issue of water in Exodus 17, and 

⁃ then the problem in Exodus 23 & 34 where they want the land or the 
kingdom without going through the cost. 

That is the same order we have in Matthew with the testing of Jesus. 
⁃ First He quotes from Deuteronomy 8 related to manna and 

⁃ then related to the kingdom and land acquisition. 

⁃ It follows the same pattern, so that sets it up so we can see the failure 
of the Jews on the one hand as they are facing crisis and testing in the 

wilderness, and what happened? They sinned, but their sins are 
encapsulated in the rationalizations of the cosmic 
system and the culture that they came out of. 

When we see Jesus handling the same test, He handles it with the Word of 
God, demonstrating that juxtaposition of divine viewpoint thinking 
with human viewpoint thinking.
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As the Deer 

As the deer panteth for the water 
So my soul longeth after thee 
You alone are my heart's desire 
Lord I long to worship thee 

You alone are my strength, my shield 
To you alone may my spirit yield
You alone are my hearts desire 
Lord I long to worship thee 

I want you more than gold or silver 
Only you can satisfy 
You alone are the real joy giver 
And the apple of my eye 

You alone are my strength, my shield 
To you alone may my spirit yield
You alone are my hearts desire 
Lord I long to worship thee 

You're my friend and you are my brother
Even though you’ll be the king
I love you more than any other
So much more than anything

You alone are my strength, my shield 
To you alone may my spirit yield
You alone are my hearts desire 
Lord I long to worship thee  

He who choos& to hear let him hear
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