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Overcoming the world:

Laodicea

Overcoming this world's thought systems
1 John 5:3–5 (NKJV)

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. 

And His commandments are not burdensome. 

4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcomes the world—our faith. 
5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

 A look at the Laodicean incentive to overcome the world:

You will sit with Me on My throne:

Revelation 3:21–22 (NKJV)

21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 
22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ”

This world's thought systems produces hopelessness, uncertainty and no 
value to human existence:

Steven Weinberg is an American physicist and a professor at Harvard 
University.

Some of his quotes:

Religion is an insult to human dignity. With or without it you would have good people doing good things and evil 
people doing evil things. But for good people to do evil things, that takes religion.

I think the world needs to wake up from its long nightmare of religious belief; and anything that we scientists can 
do to weaken the hold of religion should be done, and may in fact be our greatest contribution to civilization.

Destruction equals death:

Contrasting the Pharisees righteousness with experiential righteousness:

Matthew 5:19–20 (NKJV)
19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no 
means enter the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 7:10–14 (NKJV)

10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 

11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven 
give good things to those who ask Him! 
12 Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 

13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who go in by it. 

14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

Alive but dead:

Ephesians 2:1–3 (NKJV)

1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 
2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
who now works in the sons of disobedience, 

3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

Ephesians 2:5 (NKJV)

5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

Colossians 2:13 (NKJV)

13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven 
you all trespasses,

God reveals Eternal Purpose which gives Confidence, and Peace :

Choosing God's method:

Romans 11:33 (NKJV)

33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!

Ephesians 1:15–18 (NKJV)
15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 

16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 

17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 

18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope 

of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 

saints,

Ephesians 2:7 (NKJV)

7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 3:8–11 (NKJV)

8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, 
9 and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God 
who created all things through Jesus Christ; 
10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers 
in the heavenly places, 

11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,

He who has not been justified by faith does not 
overcome this world's thought systems

The body of divine knowledge 
received into the soul.

It is divine knowledge/ the 
revelation of actual reality

isn't it he who has first been justified ?Explanation

8.5.19

The effort to understand the universe is 
one of the very few things which lifts 
human life a little above the level of farce 
and gives it some of the grace of 
tragedy.

It seems that scientists are often 
attracted to beautiful theories in 
the way that insects are attracted 
to flowers — not by logical 
deduction, but by something like a 
sense of smell.

The more the universe seems 
comprehensible, the more it also seems 
pointless.

This world's thought systems are designed to suppress 
the truth, but they offer no solutions only in anger 
toward God. They offer no hope or meaning to life, life 
is pointless they always and ultimately leave a horrible 
void of uncertainty, depression and bitterness.

For the Christian who has chosen humility over self-will, 
who’s thoughts have been transformed through receiving 
God's methods into his soul , we have purpose, 
meaning, and a clear destiny explained in the Scripture. 

We learn the very best thing that we can do for those 
we love the most, is to carefully, and prayerfully attain a 
clear and precise knowledge of, and obedience to, 
God’s word, according to the guidelines of the divinely 
inspired written word, and not the religious traditions of 
men.

The Scripture teaches that not only do we have a purpose and destiny, but part of that destiny 
is to rule and reign with Jesus Christ. 

And that our present life today should 

function within the framework of a 

training ground for that future destiny. 

This next generation coming on needs to see in their 
parents, a clear and uncompromised eternal perspective 
as their priority for daily choice making.

Noun: physics    |fi‑ziks|

The science of matter and energy and 
their interactions • his favorite subject 
was physics
= natural philosophy
~ natural science
⇒ aeronautics, astronautics, 
astronomy, atomic physics, biophysics, 
cryogenics, cryogeny, crystallography, 
electromagnetics, electromagnetism, 
electronics, electrostatics, high energy 
physics, high-energy physics, 
mechanics, nuclear physics, nucleonics, 
optics, particle physics, plasma physics, 
quantum physics, rheology, solid-state 
physics, statistical mechanics, 
thermodynamics, uranology

This is not just the result of the godless unbeliever;

Uncertainty, depression and bitterness is also the result for those believers who 
suppress the truth, in preferring to adhere to this world's religious systems!

They, like the secular world’s systems of thought; only have the stimulus of the moment to Look 

forward to, and whatever little meaning they find in their studies. 

Their perspective on eternity is so limited, they have nothing substantial driving them to put off human religious 
pride and arrogance, hardly recognizing the great spiritual need in those they love most !!!

And, when their days are spent, and they sit alone, and those they loved the most seldom give them a thought; 

with tears of loneliness, depression and sorrow they'll wish they would have made a better 

choice way back then.

Today, is “way back then” for us!

Let's each of us purpose in our own soles not to 
choose this world's way that always leads to death

This world's thought systems are death:

Jesus Christ's purpose it revelation 2 & 3 it Is to 

challenge the believer with the reality that He may come back at any 
moment He could come today, tonight, tomorrow. 

The question is: Are we ready? not simply in the soteriological sense of 
preparing one's self by faith in Jesus Christ as to whether or not our destiny is 
heaven. 

That is important, the most important decision that we will ever make in this life. 
At that instant we not only have eternal life but we are adopted into the royal 
family of God through a process known as regeneration, and we become spiritual 
infants. 

Is !" cha#en$ affecting y& on a personal level ?

Revelation 3:11 (NKJV)

11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no 
one may take your crown.

After that however, there is a process of growth that takes place, where we 
grow to spiritual maturity. 

But it is not just for the fact of growing to spiritual maturity, it is that 
we are in training for a future role and responsibility, 
and this is what we see emphasized in these overcomer passages at the 
end of each of these evaluation reports to the seven churches. 

In this particular evaluation report it is indicated by the use of this word 

"throne" in that if we are overcomers then we will be 
granted a special privilege and position to sit with the 
Lord Jesus Christ on His throne. 

As He shares that position with the Father, so we too will share in that 
position with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Do you live with a sense of urgency?

Salvation

Next time we'll give a closer look at this incentive - clause  that if we 

overcome we will sit with him on 

His throne

mm

As we orient our thinking 
to that future destiny it gives 

meaning and purpose and value to even the most minute things 
that happen in our life. Things that seem to be pure coincidence suddenly 
take on new meaning and emphasis; this only comes through the eternal 
perspective.

We see this in the context of our main passage

John 10:10 (NKJV)
10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they 
may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

my prayers

my prayers that

God has made known that there are great riches to 
inherit for those overcoming believers to pursue.

There is an eternal wealth that is ours if we walk with 
the Lord and pursue spiritual maturity in this life.

In the manner of life you lead

8.8.19

Kingdom Incentive

The righteousness that God expects, is the kind of righteousness that 

characterizes the narrow gate. 

The kind of righteousness that the Pharisees promote is the kind of 

righteousness that characterizes the broad way.

Context
The Sermon on the Mount

Doing is related to Sanctification not justification

Asking is related to a child of God

The intended abundant life

The way is the chosen course of life

Death
The gate, is the 
passage at the point 
of choice, for the 
direction of life you 
prefer.

It's often the many 
small choices 
stemming from a 
first major choice

Invitation

The biblical meaning for the result of a believers disobedient lifestyle = DEATH

He's conducting his life as if you're still dead in your sins, which always leads to 
destruction.

Romans 8:13 (NKJV)
13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put 
to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

Are y& living wi! a sense of eternal purpose ?
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