
3 & 4. The justified can experience life presently 2.24.19 & evening & 2.23.20
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Introduction to Romans 1:1-17:

3 & 4. The Justified can 
experience life presently

Obedience of faith

Romans 1:1–7 (ESV)
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 

3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 

5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the 

sake of his name among all the nations, 
6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

The righteous shall live by faith

Romans 1:16–17 (ESV)

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, 

“The righteous shall live by faith.”

Romans 2 & 3:20      All have sinned: 

God's righteousness in judgment:

Romans 2:1 (NKJV)
1 Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who 
judge practice the same things.

Romans 2:9 (NKJV)

9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek;

Romans 2:25–29 (ESV)

25 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes 
uncircumcision. 

26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 

27 Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break the law. 

28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 

29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.

Romans 3: 21 God reveals his exclusive & only acceptable righteous 
standard is through faith:

Progressing too God’s solution:

Romans 3:21–31 (ESV)

21 But now the righteousness of God has been 
manifested

 apart from the law, although the law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 

22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

24 and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in 

His divine forbearance He had passed over former sins. 

26 It was to show His righteousness at the present time, so that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 

28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.

29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 

30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 

31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.

Justification by faith:

Suppression of general revelation:

Romans 1:18 –32 (NKJV)

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 

19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to 
them. 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened.
……….
………..
32  ………..

God's righteousness in judgment continued in chapter 3:

Romans 3:4 (ESV)
4 By no means! Let God be true though every one were a liar, as it is written, …….

Romans 3:9–10 (ESV)
9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 
10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one;

Romans 3:19–20 (ESV)
19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, 

so that every mouth may be stopped, and 

the whole world may be held accountable to God. 

20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, 

since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

Belief

Romans 4:1–12 (ESV)
1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 

2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 

3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.” 

4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 

5 And to the one who does not work but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 

6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 

7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 

8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 

9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we say that faith was counted to 

Abraham as righteousness. 

10 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he 
was circumcised. 

11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still 

uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, 

so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, 
12 and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the 
faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.

Paul qualifies 
himself

Qualified Jesus 
Christ

who’s being addressed? 
answer: All Church Age believers

The overarching 
theme of The 
book

This section of passage has been injected with many human opinions: 
“from the faith of the OT to the faith of the NT,” 
“from God’s faithfulness to man’s faith,” 
“from the beginning of one's faith, to sanctification faith
“from one degree of faith to another,” and so on.

But if we leave it in context, we would recognize he's not 
talking about sanctification yet; so then it would read: 

“from faith” the system of belief made available through the gospel of justification, 
“for faith” the one who receives that teaching through belief

Habakkuk 2:4 (ESV)
4 “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but 
the righteous shall live by his faith.

Galatians 3:11 (ESV)
11 Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the 
law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.”

Supernatural occurrence 
to be made alive

Paul's greeting

Why God will 
supremely judge 
the unbeliever

God reveals his justification for His supreme judgment on 
unbelievers

The gospel compliments what's already built into man1st. 
God's judgment 
on unrestrained evil

The Gentile

Requirement

2nd. 
Concluding, both Jews 
and Gentiles have 
been judged guilty.
Man’s religion is judged

mm

667 ἀπολύτρωσις (apolytrōsis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 629; 

TDNT 4.351—LN 37.128 to release or set free, with the 
implied analogy to the process of freeing a slave—‘to 
set free, to liberate, to deliver, liberation, deliverance

Knowledge source source of Eternal life 

Availability Condition

3rd. 
God's righteousness is 
apart from the law

A birds eye view of Romans
To further refine 

our thinking 
that

Purpose

2.24.18

The law [God's perfect righteous standard] was given to demonstrate man’s inability to live 
up to it

Because

God's order for administering his word

And to more clearly communicate it, in terms the unlearned can understand

1467 δικαιόω (dikaioō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 7405; Str 1344; TDNT 2.211—1. LN 

34.46 put right with, justify, vindicate, declare 
righteous, i.e., cause one to be in a right relation (Ro 
3:24)

2663 ἱλαστήριον (hilastērion), ου (ou), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ DBLHebr 4114; 

Str 2435; TDNT 3.318—1. LN 40.12 means of forgiveness, a 
sacrifice of atonement (Ro 3:25+)

Patients
4217 πάρεσις (paresis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 3929; TDNT 1.509

—LN 30.49 disregard, leaving unpunished, passing over, 
to intentionally not regard or be concerned about, ‘to 

overlook, to purposely pay no attention to

1465 δίκαιος (dikaios), αία (aia), ον (on): adj.; ≡ DBLHebr 7404, 7406; Str 
1342; TDNT 2.182—1. LN 88.12 righteous, just, upright, i.e., being in accordance 
with God’s compelling standards, pertaining to being in 
accordance with what God requires—‘righteous, just.

faith upholds the law in the sense that 
it fulfills all the obligations of the law.

the condition of salvation

This imperfect law 
does not exclude 

boasting

Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)
14 Righteousness and justice are the 
foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go 
before Your face.

The point is, is that we can walk in newness of life. 

And we should with this transformed thought process help others to also; 
knowing that God through Christ has disregarded passed sin. 

And since God has, we also should think on these same terms.

And if you’re, or their manner of life is by means of the Spirit; then our core 
thinking should be developed to an automatic disregard of contrary 
communication.
   

Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)
14 Righteousness and justice are the 
foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go 
before Your face.

This is God’s way, who are we to contradict God.
All have sinned, but God solved that issue

Key memory verse

But

1467 δικαιόω (dikaioō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 7405; Str 1344; TDNT 2.211—1. LN 

34.46 put right with, justify, vindicate, declare 
righteous, i.e., cause one to be in a right relation (Ro 
3:24)

God's act of justification 
is the administration of 
His perfect 
righteousness standard

Man’s corrupt 
righteousness is not 
involved.
He doesn't do anything 
to gain justification

3357 λογίζομαι (logizomai ): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 3108; Str 3049; 4. LN 
57.227 charge to account, keep records of debits and 
credits (Ro 4:3–24)

imputes

This word is used for business transactions

490 ἀνομία (anomia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 224, 6411, 7321, 

7322, 9359; Str 458; TDNT 4.1085—LN 88.139 lawlessness, 
wickedness, lawless deed, deeds that are in direct 
contradiction to God’s law

918 ἀφίημι (aphiēmi ): vb.; ≡ Str 863; 6. LN 40.8 forgive, pardon, 
to remove the guilt resulting from wrongdoing—‘to 
pardon, to forgive, forgiveness. 

2128 ἐπικαλύπτω (epikalyptō): vb.; ≡ Str 1943—LN 40.11 forgive, 
with the idea of covering over (Ro 4:7+)

impute

Important to note, this righteousness is God's perfect righteousness, 
which is the standard of His character.
It's not Abraham doing the right thing and so he's a good boy

imputed

imputed

Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)
14 Righteousness and justice are the 
foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go 
before Your face.

2.24.18 evening

Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)
14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of 
Your throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.

John 3:18 (NKJV)
18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

2.23.20

Ephesians 4:11–16 (NKJV)
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 
14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—
Christ—
16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according 
to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love.
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