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What is the rapture ?

The Throne Room of God 
& Pre-Trib Rapture

Definition:
The Rapture is the resurrection of all the dead church age believers, and the removal  of all living believers from the earth at 
the end of the church age, before the Tribulation begins.

Evidence of Pre-Tribulation Rapture in the book of Revelation

The key passage for the Rapture:

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (NKJV)

13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you 
sorrow as others who have no hope. 
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no 
means precede those who are asleep. 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

In the New Testament:

2 Thessalonians 2:1 (NKJV)

1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you,

 

Philippians 3:11 (NASB95)

11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

1 Corinthians 15:51–53 (NASB95)

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 
52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will 
be changed. 
53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.

Titus 2:13 (NASB95)

13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (NASB95)

10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.

1 Peter 1:13 (NASB95)

13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be 

brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

James 5:7–8 (NASB95)
7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it 
gets the early and late rains. 

8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near.

More indications the rapture:

John 14:1–3 (NASB95)

1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 

2 “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 

3 “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

John 16:33 (NASB95)

33 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the 
world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”
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Pre-tribulation = the church is caught up to be with the Lord before the 
great tribulation

Post-tribulation = is the unsupported belief that the church goes through 
the great tribulation, and then the Rapture takes place

Beginning in chapter 4 there is evidence of a pre-tribulation rapture 
having already occurred:

Revelation 4:1 (NKJV)

1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open  in heaven. 

And the first voice which I heard was like a 
trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, 
and I will show you things which must take place 
after this.”

The church is continuously referenced throughout the New Testament until we get to Rev. 4……..

Revelation 19:7–8 (NKJV)

7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has 
made herself ready.” 

8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the 
righteous acts of the saints.

"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." 

Interesting we have the phrase one more time in: 

Revelation 13:8–10 (NKJV)
8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world. 

9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear.                                               ?

Revelation’s details are significant

The Players; in particular the 24 elders:

Most Christians have a little intrigue for the book of Revelation, and have no understanding of its 
meaning, or of its value for their lives today. 

But Scripture teaches that it is highly significant, and is Essential to equip us for this life, and that 
which is to come.

And in order for us (the church) to understand it’s significants, God first brings our attention to 

the legal court-room of heaven, and then describes its players at the very beginning of His 
teachings of future things, .

So today we are focusing our attention on one group of players in this essential book, and God’s 
description of who they are ; the 24 elders. 

God gives us these beginning details, so that we can understand the significance of the rest of the 
book. And without them we will not understand the how significant the book of Revelation is.

If we begin this book with a post-tribulation view then the significance of Revelation goes into 
the toilet for church age believers, and this is a major reason why so little present day practical 
relevance is placed on the book of Revelation.

Instruct your children's daily:

The value of faithfulness in parenting, is that your children will learn the significance of careful 
obedience to God‘s methods. 

So how you as parents teach your children daily prayer, and the value of faithfulness to both 
attending the Bible studies, and reviewing them with your children in the home, will impart a 
Life long lasting  impact in their soul.

The Tribulation: it is the great day of judgment of God Almighty and the 
Lamb upon the earth, to cleanse the earth and preparing for the Kingdom 
reign of Christ

Elders and White garments

Revelation 4:4 (NASB95)

4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-f!r elders  

sitting, clothed in white garments; and golden crowns on their heads.

Crown —- Diadema  STEPHANOS

Revelation 4:4 (NKJV)
4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; 

and they had crowns of gold on their heads.

Priestly Representation: 

OT teaching demonstrating God's pattern for priestly representation in 

His presence:

1 Chronicles 24:3–19 (NKJV)
3 Then David with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, divided them according to the 
schedule of their service. 
4 There were more leaders found of the sons of Eleazar than of the sons of Ithamar, and thus they were divided. Among the 
sons of Eleazar were sixteen heads of their fathers’ houses, and eight heads of their fathers’ houses among the sons of 
Ithamar. 

5 Thus they were divided by lot, one group as another, for there were officials of the sanctuary and 
officials of the house of God, from the sons of Eleazar and from the sons of Ithamar. 
6 And the scribe, Shemaiah the son of Nethanel, one of the Levites, wrote them down before the king, the leaders, Zadok the 
priest, Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, and the heads of the fathers’ houses of the priests and Levites, one father’s house taken 
for Eleazar and one for Ithamar. 
7 Now the first lot fell to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah, 
8 the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 
9 the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin, 
10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah, 
11 the ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah, 
12 the eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim, 
13 the thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab, 
14 the fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer, 
15 the seventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to Happizzez, 
16 the nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to Jehezekel, 
17 the twenty-first to Jachin, the twenty-second to Gamul, 
18 the twenty-third to Delaiah, the twenty-fourth to Maaziah. 

19 This was the schedule of their service for coming into the house of the Lord according to their 

ordinance by the hand of Aaron their father, as the Lord God of Israel had 
commanded him.

Antiphony:

Revelation 5:8–10 (NASB95)

8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 

down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp  and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the Saints. 

9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You 
were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation. 

10 “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the 
earth.”

Study # 8
Rev. ch.
4&5    

Incentives
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Why we believe in the pre-tribulation rapture

When the New Testament was translated from Greek into Latin the 
Latin word that was used was rapturo  , which is where we get 
our English word "rapture." 

So indeed, rapture is a biblical word. 

It is just based on a Latin word rather than a Greek word.

773 ἁρπάζω (harpazō): vb.; ≡ Str 726; 

TDNT 1.472—1. LN 18.4 snatch, 
seize (Mt 13:19; Jn 6:15; Ac 23:10; Jude 23); 

a rapture to God and glory (Ac 
8:39; 2Co 12:2, 4; 1Th 4:17; Rev 12:5+);

2191 ἐπισυναγωγή (episynagōgē), ῆς 
(ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 1997; TDNT 7.841—1. 
LN 15.126 gathering together 
(2Th 2:1+); 2. LN 15.128 assembling, meeting 
(Heb 10:25+)

describes what happens at the Rapture

So there is a gathering together, 
an assembly of believers in the 
clouds with the Lord.

1983 ἐξανάστασις (exanastasis), εως 
(eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 1815; TDNT 1.371—
LN 23.93 resurrection, live 
again after physical death (Php 
3:11+)

Another term that 
describes the rapture

A mystery was something that was not revealed in the 
Old Testament. 

It was new information that was being given during the 
apostolic period. 

Sleep: 
is a euphemism for the believer's 
death. 

change :
The Greek word here means to change, to transform, to exchange. 

This is what happens at the Rapture. 

We exchange this mortal body for a new body.

248 ἀλλάσσω (allassō): vb.; ≡ Str 236; 

TDNT 1.251—1. LN 58.43 change, to 
cause a difference by altering 
the nature or character of 
something

The Greek construction indicates that the blessed hope 
and the appearing are the same thing. 

They are different ways of talking about the appearance 
of the Lord. 

The wrath to come: is a technical phrase for the Tribulation, 

Parallel phrases for the tribulation:
Revelation 3:10 (NASB95)
10 ‘Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep 
you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon 
the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

So church age believers do not go through this period of wrath. 

4861 ῥύομαι (rhuomai): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 

1457, 5911; Str 4506; TDNT 6.998—LN 
21.23 rescue, deliver, to draw to 
oneself or to rescue by forcible 
lack

the Rapture is a rescue of 
living believers so that they do 
not go through wrath, the 
Tribulation.

The focus is on the future: preparing your 
mind, being prepared mentally, learning the Word of 
God so that you can think biblically; 

discipline yourselves or be sober: 
means to have an accurate assessment of 
reality, 

be objective and to rest your hope

That is another form of grace, the deliverance from the 
Tribulation. 

set all your hope on the grace that Jesus 
Christ will bring you when he is revealed." 

Meaning deliverance from the Tribulation

So we need to be ready for His revelation, when He 
is revealed at the blessed hope, when He returns at the 
Rapture.

637 ἀποκάλυψις (apokalypsis), εως 
(eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 602; TDNT 3.563—LN 
28.38 revelation, what is revealed, a 
disclosure 

We are to be ready for his 
arrival

Interesting to note:
That when you see these phrases"Don't be 

anxious, don't be troubled, comfort 
yourself" that immediately the writer gets 

into some very technical theology

It is this theology, this doctrine, that gives 
us the foundation so that we are not 

troubled, anxious and uncertain

This is the event that every believer is to anticipate. 
We are not looking for the Tribulation or the Antichrist, 
we are looking for Jesus Christ.

EAGER ANTICIPATION

It should be noted that the 24 elders already have a 
knowledge for the purpose of the judgments upon 
the earth, and that the Lamb is worthy to open the 
seals, and what those seals contain; before they 
arrive to take their positions after the judgment seat 
of Christ, and prior to this scene in the court room of 
heaven.

  

6.196 διάδημα, τος n: a type of crown employed as a symbol of the highest 
ruling power in a particular area and therefore often associated with kingship
—‘diadem crown.’ καὶ ἐπὶ τὰς κεφαλὰς αὐτοῦ ἑπτὰ διαδήματα ‘and upon his 
heads seven diadems’ Re 12:3. In the NT διάδημα occurs only in Re 12:3, 
13:1, and 19:12, and such a crown may be described as ‘symbol of his power, 
worn on his head.’

DIADEMA is the crown of a ruler STEPHANOS is an award crow 
for having victory over something.

Is not is

πρεσβύτερος (presbyteros), ου (ou), ὁ (ho): 
n.masc. [BAGD adj.] [served by 4565]; ≡ 
DBLHebr 2418; Str 4245—1. LN 9.31 old man 
(Ac 2:17+); 2. LN 53.77 an elder, community 
leader 

This word is never used for Angels

And because it has the idea of aging it 
doesn't fit Angels

Revelation 3:5 (NKJV)

5 He who overcomes shall be clothed 
in white garments, and I will not 
blot out his name from the Book of Life; 
but I will confess his name before My 
Father and before His angels.

white garments of those 
church age believers 
who are rewarded for 
being overcomers

So there were always 24 priests serving in the presence of 
God, and not the whole vast mass of priests. 

In the same way, you don't have all of the church age 
priests serving before God. 

We are saved to be priests and kings, and that is what these 
24 elders are doing, and they represent the entire mass of 
church age believers. 

Daniel 12:9–13 (NKJV)

9 And he said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till 
the time of the end. 
10 Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and 
none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand. 
11 “And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of desolation 

is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days. 

12 Blessed is he who waits, and comes to the one thousand three hundred 
and thirty-five days. 

13 “But you, go your way till the end; for you shall 
rest, and will arise to your 
inheritance at the end of 
the days.

us

Revelation 1:6 (NKJV)
6 and has made us kings and priests to His God 
and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 2:5 (NKJV)
5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a 
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.

NT:

From all of this evidence the rapture has most certainly already taken place

Revelation 5:9 (NKJV)
9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to 
take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, 

And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of 
every tribe and tongue and people and nation,

The judgment seat of Christ has already taken place, 
and now the 24 elders are worshipping God, and 
calling upon Him to execute judgment on planet earth.

We know the Cherubim 
would not be singing "You have 
redeemed us”

Revelation 5:5 (NKJV)
5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not 
weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David, has prevailed to open the 
scroll and to loose its seven seals.”

John was taken approximately 2000 years into the future

Of the 20 occurrences of this word church in the book a Revelation, 19 of 
them occur in the first three chapters. 

Revelation 22:16 (NKJV)

16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to 
testify to you these things in the 
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning 

Star.” 

ekklēsia doesn't appear again until Jesus addresses the 
church directly once again, and for the final Time

However once again the church is conspicuously left out.

And that's due to the fact that the church has already been 
ruptured, and He's talking to tribulation believers

conspicuously:
In a clearly visible way

In a manner tending to attract attention

perfect — The verb tense used by the writer to describe a completed 
verbal action that occurred in the past but which produced a state of 
being or a result that exists in the present (in relation to the writer). 
The emphasis of the perfect is not the past action so much as it is as 
such but the present “state of affairs” resulting from the past action.

verb, perfect, passive, participle

Not just opened for John to enter to recieve revelation

Remember in revelation’s prophecies of future 
things, god is turning His attention back to Israel, to 

fulfill his covenants that he made with Abraham Isaac and 
Jacob, and also the Davidic covenant

How we understand the rest of the book hinges on 
our understanding of chapters 4 and 5

Deuteronomy 6:5–9 (NKJV)

5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your strength. 
6 “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 
7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you 
walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 
8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Hebrews 8:5 (NKJV)
5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was 

about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according 
to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”

Exodus 25:40 (NKJV)
40 And see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain.

God says do this 

and do it precisely, as I've instructed, and no other way

Instruction within the family 
A side note

1st subtle indication

2nd  The church is no longer referred to :

A key point of evidence 
for a pre-tribulation 
rapture is that we are to 
eagerly anticipate Jesus 
arrival.

If the church was going to 
be judged with the rest of 
the world, in that great 
and terrible day of the 
Lord God Almighty; we 
would not be eagerly 
anticipating His arrival

Revelation 6:15–17 (NKJV)
15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, 
the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free 
man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the 
mountains, 

16 and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and 
hide us from the face of Him who sits on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 
17 For the great day of His wrath has come, 
and who is able to stand?”

3rd  there's not even an allusion of the church between chapters 4 and 22 other than this reference:

4th   7 of the occurrences out of of the 20 times that the church is mentioned, it's used in the phrase:

5th   context reveals the 24 elders to be Church age believers:

The 24 elders could not be old Testament believers because they do not receive 
their inheritance until after the great tribulation

The four living creatures sing

The 24 elders sing

1 & 2

3

4

Revelation 5:8 (NASB95)

8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and 

the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one 
holding a harp  and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the Saints. 

5

The giving of scripture was the revealing of a complete and exclusive 
thought system on the bases of actual reality as only God can know, and 
that came from outside the realm of human experience. 

God’s intent is that only the willing man should be transformed by and to 
it; too the exclusion of all human opinion, and every human thought 
method to succeed in life.

This thought system is available only to the humble/ to the person who 
desires it more than anything this world has to offer

Living life on Human terms is any method; whether moral or  any 
religiously motivated method that’s executed outside of clearly defined 
biblical God given exclusive truth.

God has given man His method.
He is God!!! and we are His children and God expects us to pay attention 
and do what He told us to do, and the way He said to do it.

God expects us to think, and to clearly understand the difference between 
our ways and His ways through the revelation of His methods! And that 
understanding doesn’t come through a casual or  cursory reading of 
scripture.

John 14:6 (NKJV)
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me.

2.27.20
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