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The Called

Romans 8:28

Now that I'm saved, what about the problem of personal sin?

Conflict between the human spirit and the body:

Romans 7:14–25 (NASB95)
14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. 
15 For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I 
hate. 
16 But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 
17 So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 
18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good 
is not. 
19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 
20 But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 
21 I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 
22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 
23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of 
the law of sin which is in my members. 
24 O wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of death? 
25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of 
God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.

In fellowship with the Holy Spirit:

Two categories of believers:    the carnally minded believer and the spiritually minded believer

AND THE RESULT OF EACH CHOICE:

Romans 8:1–39 (NKJV)
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,      
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 
3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account 
of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 

4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us      who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 

8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is 
not His. 

10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 

11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 

13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

Glories related toward us in terms of the character of Christ being manifest in 
us, it’s the essence of God, the character of God is revealed in us.

17 and if children, then heirs also, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ if indeed we suffer with Him, 

that we may also be glorified together. 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 
21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. 

Hope:
22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 

23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly 
waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 

24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he 

sees? 

25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. 

26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses.             

For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. 
27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of 
God. 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are
 

the called according to His purpose. 

29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, 
that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also 
justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 

33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 

34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 
intercession for us. 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 

37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 

38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor 
things to come, 

39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which 
is 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Pay attention to the use of language; idioms

From verse 28 we have the word

We do not just assume through a poor reading of verses 28, 29, and 30, 
that Pharaoh was predestined for the lake of fire

Exodus 9:12 (NASB95)
12 And the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not listen to them, just as the Lord had spoken to Moses.
Exodus 9:34–35 (NASB95)
34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned again and hardened his heart, he 
and his servants. 
35 Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not let the sons of Israel go, just as the Lord had spoken through Moses.

The common use of everyday language. 

1. Pharaoh has a volition and he hardened his heart. 

2. His heart was also hardened and it was worded that way simply because of the way he 
responded to his circumstances. 

3. Then when God Hardened Pharaoh's heart, ultimately God is bringing about His plan and His 
purposes in the history of Israel but that doesn't mean God was overriding Pharaoh's volition. 
Pharaoh having already set his heart against God; God did not allow him to become weekened 
by the pressures of His judgments against Egypt, so that His wonders and signs would be 
magnifying for all to see.

 

(klētos) / Called

Though the word kletos has a broad range of meaning, yet when it comes to theology, it is used 
to refer to the overall process, the whole process whereby an unjustified sinner comes to 
understand the plan of salvation and God's invitation to them to receive salvation in Christ. 
It's a broad term. 
It refers to that whole process from the beginning of understanding the plan of salvation, God's 
invitation to every human being to accept that salvation, and ultimately to those who have 
accepted and received that salvation. 
So it's a broad term. It can be used as generically as an invitation and then it's used in a little 
more precise way also. 

“the called”

Five Points of Calvinism identified by the acronym T.U.L.I.P.
1. T Total Inability, i.e., no real free will 
2. U Unconditional Election 
3. L Limited Atonement, Christ died only for the elect 
4. I Irresistible Grace, God effectually draws only the elect. 
5. P Perseverance of the Saints.

By the end of the 1500's, there was a theology professor by the name of Jacob Arminius who 
died in 1609, whose teaching in Holland and his followers put together and summarized five 
basic points, which they wanted to emphasize, on how they viewed man's condition and 
salvation. 

Those were called the Remonstrance and the Calvinists came up with what they called the 
counter-remonstrance, which we call today the five points of Calvinism. That's indicated by the 
acronym T-U-L-I-P. 

T. stands for total inability. Because of sin, man is not capable of doing anything to not only 
please God but he can't even exercise positive volition toward God without a work of grace 
changing him. 

U. stands for unconditional election, which means that God chooses who will be saved and who 
won't be saved and that's really what determines whether you're saved or not. It has nothing to 
do with your volition or your belief in Christ if God chose you ahead of time.

L. stands for limited atonement. If God is only going to save a few people then Christ only died 
for them. They ask, "why waste Christ's blood?" If he died for the unsaved, He only spilled His 
blood on Calvary. That's how they'll argue that. 

I. stands for irresistible grace. This is the idea that for the elect to come to Christ God has to 
irresistibly draw them and He will only draw those who are elect. He won't draw others. This is 
also called effectual calling. 

P. stands for the perseverance for the saints. This is their meaning of eternal security that Christ 
perseveres in keeping the saints saved. But for many, in the last hundred years or so, especially 
the last fifty years, the emphasis has been more on the fact that if the professing believer doesn't 
persevere or continue in his faith, then he wasn't truly saved to begin with. Not that he loses his 
salvation but he wasn't truly saved to begin with.

Meaning:
it refers to those who have responded to the gospel by putting their faith alone in Christ alone.

While there are others who were invited, those who rejected it are no longer consider to be 
"the called."

Matthew 22:1–14 (NKJV)
1 And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: 
2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 

3 and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come. 
4 Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted 
cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.” ’ 
5 But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. 
6 And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. 
7 But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up 
their city. 

8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited 
were not worthy. 
9 Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’ 
10 So those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. And the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment. 
12 So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 
13 Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.”

In over 50 uses in Paul's epistles the word group is referring to those who have responded to 
the gospel. 

The called ones are anyone who believes in Jesus. They were the called ones. 

The others failed to respond. 

The ones who responded are the ones who completed the process, which relates the purpose of 
the calling. 

Every one of these terms in verses 28, 29, and 30 relates to God's future purpose, not a past 
action.   

So the calling or the invitation for those who respond to that call is effectual because they 

responded. Not because they were elect/ chosen but because they 
responded and believed the gospel, they are saved. They are regenerate 
because they believe. 

Those who refuse to attend, though invited, are irrelevant to the invitation because they haven't 
shown up at the banquet. This is related to Matthew 22. Since they did not fulfil the invitation 
they cannot be referred to as "invited ones".

Called as used in the Old Testament & New Testament:

Commissioned O.T. :

Isaiah 42:6 (NKJV)

6 “I, the Lord, have called You in righteousness, And will hold Your hand; I will keep You and give You as a covenant to 
the people, As a light to the Gentiles,

Isaiah 41:2 (NKJV)

2 “Who raised up one from the east? Who in righteousness called him to His feet? Who gave the nations before him, 
And made him rule over kings? Who gave them as the dust to his sword, As driven stubble to his bow?

God's going to raise up Cyrus to bring the Jews back to the land and he's referred to in another 
passage as the anointed one.

Commissioned N.T. :
Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV)

1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,

The calling here refers to the purpose for which we were saved. 

We have a calling. We have a purpose. 

God did not save us just so we could go to heaven. There was a purpose in that calling. We are 
saved for a righteous purpose.

1 Corinthians 1:2 (NKJV)

2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with 
all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

Romans 8:28 (NKJV)

28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.

We are to conform to a purpose. God had a purpose in calling us. So that purpose is future. The 
idea of our calling is to accomplish something, to bring something about. There is a purpose that 
God has.

Galatians 5:13 (NKJV)

13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another.

Ephesians 1:18 (NKJV)

18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, 
b

what are 
the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

Ephesians 4:4 (NKJV)

4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling;

Colossians 3:15 (NKJV)

15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.

1 Thessalonians 4:7 (NKJV)

7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.

1 Peter 2:21 (NKJV)

21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His 
steps:

1 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)

9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, 
that you may inherit a blessing.

Calvinists misuse passages to impose irresistible grace:

Irresistible grace ?
John 6:37 (NKJV)
37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.

John 6:44 (NKJV)
44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.

John 6:65 (NKJV)
65 And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father.”

In other words you can't come to Jesus unless the Father gives them to Jesus, the Calvinists say

That verse is taken out of context and everything is loaded up on that one verse. They assert it's 
saying you can't come to the Father, no matter how much you want to be saved; you can't come 
unless the Father draws you. That drawing from the Father is irresistible.

3.8.20
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2.The Called

⭐

First person plural

and joint heirs with Christ if indeed we suffer with Him

the called

? suffering/  the adversity

verb, present, active, indicative, 
first-person, plural

3857 οἶδα (oida): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 

3359; Str 1492; TDNT 5.116—1. LN 
28.1 know, possess 
information about

first-person, plural

verb, perfect, active, 
indicative, first-person, plural

The character of God is revealed in us

That is highly significant because in v. 29

The primary difficulty for understanding this passage is probably 
because so many people have received a window dressing, 
superficial interpretation of it. 

If you read it a certain way it's easy to think it's talking about predestination in 
the typical approach of 5-point Calvinism. 

So many people have heard that kind of definition for the terms election and 
predestination and foreknowledge, that when they read verses 28-30 and they 
read those words, their thinking has been preconditioned, so when they come 
to these words they assume their meaning. And When they do, they have to 
then somehow bring the rest of the word of God in line with this passage. 

Predestination doesn't mean choosing some to go to heaven and 
others to go to hell.  

Predestination, as we're going to see in a couple of verses has to do with 
God's plan, His destiny for the believer. Not God's destiny for some 

human beings and not others, but God's pre-determined plan 

to conform believers to Christ. 

And that is what God has preset our intended destiny to be. 

God wants us to be conformed to Him and therefore the glory of God. In 
terms of His essence or character that will be manifested in us.

Romans 3:23 (NASB95)
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

So we see the glory of God refers to His character, His essence. So we fall short 
of that essence but that essence related to His image and likeness is going to be 
manifested in us.

We were originally created in the image and likeness of God and that image was 
corrupted by sin. 

And in the process of sanctification, that likeness, that character of God, which is 
the same as the character of Christ, is being reformed and developed within us.

He's not saying that this doesn't apply to every believer. It does in some sense 
but primarily he's focusing on just the ones who are advancing in spiritual 
knowledge and application. He is focusing on those who are moving forward. 

He doesn't say the others weren't called. 

He's just not emphasizing them. 

Though this passage refers to all believers because that's the pre-ordained intent. 

And so that's Paul's focus, on that class of Christians who are obedient to God.

The context clearly develops the idea that 
there is a commonality here between Paul 
the apostle, and his audience. 
This knowledge that he speaks of is a shared 
common truth.

This principle is stated as 
a universal truth accepted 
and known by all 
believers.

This is a passive use of language: Pharaoh's heart was 
hardened but we're not saying he didn't do anything or 
make any choices. That's just the way which people talk. 
That's the idiom of language. 

What hardened it? Well he went through difficult times 
and that was his response. 

Invitation

This was an open 
invitation/ 
whosoever will

The elect

That's the naming of something

referring to God's plan and purpose for the believer who is in Christ

our future destiny to rule and reign with Christ, which is then defined in part b of 
the verse

has to do with our orientation to God's future plan 
and purpose

future

peace is part of why we were called

called to imitate Christ

None of this is related to calling to go to heaven 
versus calling to go to the lake of fire. 

It has to do with our purpose as believers in the 
body of Christ.

future

We don't want to add some new meaning 
that is nowhere found in Scripture
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