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Gifts, and the purpose of our justification:

The doctrine of Spiritual 
Gifts

We are to walk according to God's for-ordained plan:

Ephesians 4:1–32 (NKJV)

1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called, 

2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 

3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 

Paul teaches a variety of aspects related to the individual members 
of the one body, and how they are to function in the family of God now 
that you've been saved, so that we can maintain unity:

4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 

5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 

6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 

8 Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to 

men.” 

9 (Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? 

10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) 

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 

and some pastors and teachers, 

Earnestly desire the best gifts?

1 Corinthians 12:1–31 (NKJV)
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 
2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 
3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by 
the Holy Spirit. 
4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 
8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 

11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to 
each one individually as He wills. 
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 

13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into 
one Spirit. 

14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 
15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 
16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 
17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 
18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 
19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be? 
20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 
21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 
22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 
23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have 
greater modesty, 
24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 
25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 
26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 

28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 

29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 

Are all workers of miracles? 
30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 

31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

Are you a spiritually minded believer or carnally minded believer ?

Let's allow God's word to correct our thinking:

throughout this section 1 Corinthians 12-14 Paul is calling attention to the fact that the one thing that is lacking in many of 

the Corinthian church member’s spiritual life is spirituality 

which would be demonstrated by love 

They are the carnal Christians who are living their life like:

1 Corinthians 3:3 (NKJV)
3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like 

mere men?

they are operating on arrogance. There is competition in the congregation between spiritual gifts. There is no room for 
competition between spiritual gifts, every spiritual gift is valuable and you can't compete over them because it is not up to 
you what spiritual gift you have, or the degree to which you have it, that is up to God the Holy Spirit. 

The issue is: how are you going to use that spiritual gift to serve the body of Christ? 
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In this section of 1 Corinthians Paul is drawing a contrast between: 

the carnal believer on the one hand and 

the spiritual believer on the other. 

What is it that characterizes the life of the carnal believer? 

He is operating on the sin nature, and the key orientation of the sin nature is self, me first, the core issue is 

pride. 

In contrast there is the spiritual believer, the believer who is filled with the Spirit and is walking by means of the Spirit.

Too often people think negative volition is hostility to doctrine. The most negative people are not the ones who are hostile to 

doctrine but the ones who are passive to doctrine.
When you are not showing up for Bible study two or three times a week to take in the Word, you are hostile to doctrine. 

Or perhaps you’re showing up but seldom if ever truly engaged where you’re allowing doctrine to 

transform your thinking, and it becomes precious to your soul; You're passively hostile to doctrine

What you are saying is; doctrine isn't really important and that you can live your life without it. 

So in self-justification we develop all kinds rationales for not being in Bible study. But we have deceived ourselves. 

We think we are making it OK spiritually because there aren't any 
serious problems, and we think that everything is going smoothly. 

In self-deception you don't personalize doctrine when you hear it, your first thought is, that applies to somebody else. 

And when a spiritually minded believer challenges you with your lack of concern for doctrine, you react defensively in 
anger. 

That should be alarming when there is no humility and no teachability. 

6.25.20
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The calling here refers 
to the purpose for 
which we were saved. 

4344 περιπατέω (peripateō): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 2143; Str 4043; TDNT 5.940—1. 
LN 15.227 walk (around), (Mt 4:18 (and so 
in the Gospels and Acts); 1Pe 5:8; Rev 3:4; 
9:20; 16:15; Mk 16:12 v.r.); 2. LN 41.11 
behave, live, conduct one’s life

This is the primary word in 
the new testament used for 

the Christian way of life

verb, aorist, active, infinitive

this is to be the standard 
operating procedure for 
the believers life

aorist — The aorist verb tense is used by the writer to present the action 
of a verb as a “snapshot” event. The verb’s action is portrayed simply 
and in summary fashion without respect to any process. In the 
indicative mood, the aorist usually denotes past time, while an 
aorist participle usually refers to antecedent time with respect to the 
main verb. Outside the indicative and the participle, the aorist does not 
indicate time. “First Aorist” refers to the inflected form. First Aorist verbs 
are marked by an augment (usually a prefixed ε, η or ω) and either -σα, 
-ξα, or -ψα as part of the suffix endings.

active — The grammatical 
voice that signifies that the 
subject is performing the 
verbal action or is in the 
state described by the 
verb

5079 σπουδάζω (spoudazō): 

to do something with 
intense effort and 
motivation—‘to work 
hard, to do one’s best, to 
endeavor.’
σπουδάζωb: σπουδάζοντες 
τηρεῖν τὴν ἑνότητα τοῦ 
πνεύματος ‘do your best to 
preserve the unity which the 
Spirit gives’ Eph 4:3

7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift. 

In addition to, or also

1 Peter 4:10 (NKJV)
10 As each one has received 

a gift, minister it to one another, 
as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God.

aorist — The aorist verb tense is used by the writer to present the action of a verb as a 
“snapshot” event. The verb’s action is portrayed simply and in summary fashion without 
respect to any process. In the indicative mood, the aorist usually denotes past time, 
while an aorist participle usually refers to antecedent time with respect to the main verb. 
Outside the indicative and the participle, the aorist does not indicate time. “First Aorist” refers 
to the inflected form. First Aorist verbs are marked by an augment (usually a prefixed ε, η or 
ω) and either -σα, -ξα, or -ψα as part of the suffix endings.

verb, aorist, active, indicative,

gave

Morphology

verb, aorist, active, subjunctive,

Gifts are tailored to the individual's ability to function in that capacity.

You may wish for a certain gift and not recognize that you're not able to 
function in that capacity.

Man is a finite creature and only able to do a limited number of things well.

gave

verb, aorist, active, indicative,

given

Answering the question of 

When, indicates a pre-
determined gifting.

1 Corinthians 12:29-30 (NKJV)
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 
30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 

Paul exaggerates this hypothetical to point out that not only was 
it ridiculous to think that you can function in every gift, but that 
these gifts that they were imagining to be more spiritual, were 
going to pass away. And LOVE which is more important will 
continue

1 Corinthians 13:1–3 (NKJV)
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become 
sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.

this is called a hyperbowl

justification

Ephesians 2:20 (NKJV)
20 having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself 
being the chief cornerstone,

1 Corinthians 14:39–40 
(NKJV)
39 Therefore, brethren, 
desire earnestly to 
prophesy, and do not 
forbid to speak with 
tongues. 
40 Let all things be 
done decently and in 
order.

verb, aorist, passive, indicative,

passive — The grammatical voice that signifies 
that the subject is being acted upon; i.e., the 
subject is the receiver of the verbal action. A 
verb in the passive voice with God as the stated 
or implied agent is often referred to as the 
“divine passive.”

baptism, or filling of 
the holy spirit

lov(

persons who exercise 
certain gifts or hold certain 
offices within the church

Many young christians start out their Christian walk with a worldly mindset of Life 
goals they want to accomplish. And how they are going to accomplish them.

But a Christian's primary focus is to equip himself starting today, for the judgment 
seat of Christ.

Ecclesiastes 12:13–14 (NKJV)
13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His 
commandments, For this is the whole duty of man. 
14 For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, 
Whether good or evil.

Christians often get stuck trying to, or looking for someone to re-create the use of 
gifts in the book of Acts

Morphology

after that

The priority of the Christian walk is to learn doctrine
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