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Spiritual Service

1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (NKJV)
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 
2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 
3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that 
Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 
4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 

8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 

9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 

10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.

The doctrine of Spiritual Service:

Every church age believer is in full time Christian service at the instant of regeneration. 

At the point of salvation the believer is given one or more spiritual gifts, and is also 

1. adopted into the royal family of God 

which gives certain responsibilities 

2. in terms of being a royal priest 

3. in terms of being a royal ambassador. 

Christian service is related to all three of those.

What you do in terms of activity around a local church, that isn’t important; 

it’s your status as a Christian filled with the spirit, and that determines the legitimacy of your 
Christian service. What we do in terms of Christian service, has to be done under the filling 
ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

What you do one day by way of Christian service while walking in the Spirit,

You can do the exact same thing the next day and be carnally minded, and that service be wood 
hey and straw

Scripture always draws a distinction between absolute carnality, and absolute spirituality

While Christian service is very important in the outworking of the plan of God; it is not the 
means of executing the plan. 

It is part of the plan but not the means.

Christian service though very important, it is the by-product or consequence of spiritual growth, 
not the means of spiritual growth.

This is the thrust of the main passages dealing with the gifts of the spirit 1 Corinthian's 12, 
Romans 12, and Ephesians chapter 4

Human religion substitutes Christian service for, spirituality and momentum in the plan of 
God. 

The believer is in full-time Christian service whether he likes it or not, whether he is good at it or 
not, so the issue is to grow to spiritual maturity to be more useful. 

If you stay a spiritual adolescent your Christian service will be ineffective because you are not a 
mature believer. 

So we are to grow to maturity, so that you can take your place in terms of usefulness and 
effectiveness in the body of Christ. The more mature you are, the more affective you will be in 
your spiritual gift.

Christian service is never a means but it is always a result of spiritual progress and growth. 

The more the believer grows the more he will discover where his spiritual gift lies, and the more 
he will be sensitive to the importance of serving others in the church. 

And that's the natural product of a working knowledge of God's grace. 

Service is not based on getting anything, but on giving, and that 
always emphasizes grace.

Spiritual momentum and motivation must precede Christian service. 

What’s more important than serving in some sort of capacity is 
learning the Word of God, and the spiritual dynamics that undergird the spiritual life, 

rather than getting out there and doing something, having never been equipped. 

Spiritual growth then manifests itself in a solid, stable ministry of spiritual service in the 
congregation, whatever that may be.

Christian service may function through, but not limited to spiritual gifts such as: 

witnessing, prayer, giving, or administration.

God gives structure for service in the sequence of the prepositional 
phrase:

Those gifts are given for the purpose of equipping the saints, to give them the spiritual skills 
and growth necessary to be able to do the work, the production of service in the body of 
Christ.

Learning Bible doctrine must precede Christian service for the service to have maximum 
effectiveness.

In collusion Christian service is the result of spiritual momentum and spiritual growth but 
never the means of momentum or growth.

There are four categories of Christian service:

1.  Christian service related to your spiritual gift.

2.  related to your royal priesthood. For example, intercessory prayer.

3.  related to your royal ambassadorship. This has to do with evangelism, witnessing to others.

4.  related to your invisible impact as a believer.

Christian service related to our spiritual gift is based on something that is given to us at the 
instant of salvation by God the Holy Spirit. 

You don't know what it is at that point and you may never specifically identify your spiritual gift, 
but that is not necessary. 

Your spiritual gift will become effective and you will begin to operate in it as you grow and 
mature as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (NKJV)
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 
2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 
3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is 
Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 
4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 
8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, 
to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.
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Matthew 20:25–28 (NKJV)
25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. 
26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be 
your servant. 
27 And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—
28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 
for many.”

John 13:34–35 (NKJV)
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another. 
35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Ephesians 1:5 (NKJV)
5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His 
will,

1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV)
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light;

2 Corinthians 5:20 (NKJV)
20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s 
behalf, be reconciled to God.

Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV)
18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

Acts 7:55 (NKJV)
55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God,

The spiritually maturing believer is in some measure engaged in serving others in the body of Christ

THE DOCTRINE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS
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Scholastic knowledge is not enough; we must allow that spiritual 
knowledge to transform our thinking so that we are serving

Isaiah 55:8–11 (NKJV)
8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord. 
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your 
thoughts. 
10 “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, But water the earth, And make it 
bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the sower And bread to the eater, 
11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I 
please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

Isaiah 46:9–11 (NKJV) 
9 Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, 
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done, Saying, ‘My counsel shall 

stand, And I will do all My pleasure,’ 

11 Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man who executes My counsel, from a far country. Indeed I have 
spoken it; I will also bring it to pass. I have purposed it; I will also do it.

1 Corinthians 12:7 (NKJV)
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:

The outworking of spiritual service is only possible under the filling of the Holy Spirit

genitive — The genitive is the case that qualifies or 
restricts a noun by means of a specific characterization. 
The genitive normally marks a noun 
as the source or possessor of 
something, or refers to the kind of relationship that 
noun has to another noun. It is typically expressed in 
English by the preposition “of”. For example, in the 
phrase “throne of the king” the noun “king” is in the 
genitive and qualifies the type of throne. In “blood of 
Christ,” Christ is the genitive noun which describes 
possession. The genitive case is also used for the objects 
of some prepositions.

Morphology: noun, genitive, singular, neuter

grace

The subject receives the action of the verb

verb, present, passive, indicative, 
third person, singular

"But the demonstration of the 
Spirit is graciously given to 
each believer in order to 
serve the whole body." 

We grow through the nourishing 
transforming power of God's word, as we 
are in fellowship with the Holy Spirit

5237 συμφέρω (sympherō): vb.; ≡ Str 4851; TDNT 
9.69—1. LN 15.125 gather together, bring together (Ac 
19:19+); 2. LN 65.44 be advantageous; (as an 
impersonal verb) it is good, it is better, 
it is beneficial (Mt 5:29); (as a subst. 
participle) the common good (1Co 12:7; 
Heb 12:10+; 1Co 10:33 v.r. NA26)

sympherō has the idea of producing that which is 
useful, beneficial for service.

“Full-time Christian service” does not 
restrict itself to full-time professional 
or vocational Christian work

It may not be your vocation but it is your avocation

Full timers Christian service would include; evangelist, pastor, missionary, secretary, ……….

Because of many ministers misunderstanding of spiritual service, they 
emphasize Christian service as a means to spiritual growth

Romans 8:5 (NKJV)
5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

Grace doesn't magnify who we are or what we are.
It's not doing something in order to be seen, or doing something 
for approval.

It's for the purpose of glorifying God, not ones self

Ephesians 4:11–12 (NKJV)
11 And He Himself gave some to be 1.apostles, 2.some prophets, 3.some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ,

You may not see the effect 
of your faithful spiritual walk

1 Corinthians 12:7 (NKJV)
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:

This is the thrust of the main passages dealing with the gifts of the spirit 1 
Corinthian's 12, Romans 12, and Ephesians chapter 4

257 ἄλλος (allos), η (ē), ο (o): adj. and n.; ≡ Str 243; TDNT 
1.264—1. LN 58.36 different, other, that which is different in kind or 
class than all other entities (1Co 15:39); 2. LN 58.37 
another, different than some other item
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