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Success for the gifts in operation occurs when they're united with the more 
excellent way of love:

Spiritual gifts serve the needs 
of the body in the church age

Highlighting the main tenor of Paul’s teaching:

1 Corinthians 12:1–31 (NKJV)

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 
2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 
3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by 
the Holy Spirit. 
4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 

The successful operation of the gifts are by inspiration of the Spirit

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 
8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 

9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 

11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 
13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into 
one Spirit. 

The manifestation of giftedness is unique to the individual member or 
the part of the body
14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 
15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 
16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 
17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 

18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 
19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be? 
20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 
21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 

22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 
23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have 
greater modesty, 

24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 
25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 
26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 

28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 

after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 
30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 

31 But earnestly desire the best gifts.     And yet I show you a more excellent way.

Some of the gifts that were esteemed so highly are temporary, but faith and hope & Love 
will continue throughout the church age:

But the revelatory gifts with their companion gifts, were never intended 
to continue throughout the church age

Through the use of hyperbole Paul explains in detail that these gifts that 
were being desired and the thought of as being super spiritual; were only 
intended for the interim, until all necessary church age Bible knowledge 
had been in inscripturerated:

1 Corinthians 13:1–13 (NKJV)
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging 
cymbal. 
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that 
I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits 
me nothing. 

4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 
5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 
6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 
7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

8 Love never fails. 

But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 
whether there are tongues, they will cease; 

whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 

9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 

10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 

The following two illustrations are not speaking of an eternal state of perfection, but of something being finished or 
completed in time
 

11When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; 

but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 

Presently our knowledge is limited, because revelation is not yet complete:

12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. now I know in part, 

but then I shall know just as I also am known. 

13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Continuation of the revelatory gifts ?

Some may argue that the revelatory gifts clearly continue beyond the 
early church:

Prophecy in the tribulation and the millennial reign of Christ
Joel 2:28–32 (NKJV)

28 “And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. 
29 And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 
30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 
31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the 
Lord. 
32 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the Lord Shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
there shall be deliverance, As the Lord has said, Among the remnant whom the Lord calls.

Revelation 11:1–3 (NKJV)
1 Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, “Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, 
and those who worship there. 
2 But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they 
will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months. 

3 And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed 
in sackcloth.”

Our standard is the word of God not the testimony of others:
Just because signs and wonders may occur doesn't mean that it's from God:

False signs and wonders:

Exodus 7:10–13 (NKJV)
10 So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as the Lord commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod 
before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a serpent. 
11 But Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their 
enchantments. 

12 For every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. 
13 And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the Lord had said.

Deuteronomy 13:1–3 (NKJV)

1 “If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, 

2 and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods’—which 
you have not known—‘and let us serve them,’ 
3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your God is testing you to know 
whether you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

1 Samuel 28:7 (NKJV)
7 Then Saul said to his servants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her.” And his 

servants said to him, “In fact, there is a woman who is a medium at En Dor.”

Matthew 7:21–23 (NKJV)
21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven. 

22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your 
name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 
23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

Galatians 1:6–9 (NKJV)
6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 
7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 

8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have 
preached to you, let him be accursed. 
9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than 
what you have received, let him be accursed.

2 Thessalonians 2:9 (NKJV)

9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders,

Revelation 16:12–14 (NKJV)
12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the 
kings from the east might be prepared. 
13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of 
the mouth of the false prophet. 

14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to 
gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

We must walk by 
means of the Spirit for 
the gifts to operate

genitive — The genitive is the case that qualifies or restricts a noun by 
means of a specific characterization. The genitive normally marks a 
noun as the source or possessor of something, or refers to the kind 
of relationship that noun has to another noun. It is typically expressed in 
English by the preposition “of”. For example, in the phrase “throne of the king” the noun “king” is in the 
genitive and qualifies the type of throne. In “blood of Christ,” Christ is the genitive noun which describes 
possession. The genitive case is also used for the objects of some prepositions.

This is what is known as the ministry of the Holy Spirit

genitive

1328 διά (dia): prep.; ≡ Str 1223; TDNT 
2.65—1. LN 90.4 by, through; in the 
genitive, a marker of agency 

So it's abundantly clear that each member or 
part of the body has his on unique giftedness 
individually as appointed by God

3202 κρείττων (kreittōn), ον (on): 
adj.; ≡ Str 2908 & 2909—1. LN 65.21 

better superior 
Paul is going to show them a way more excellent then an 
apostle a profit or teacher

This statement demonstrates the necessary humility for 
Paul to operate effectively under his giftedness, who was 
an apostle a prophet and a teacher

28 And God has appointed these in the church:

Paul just taught in great detail not only that each individual has a unique 
gifting, and that gifting can only manifest itself under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. 

But that each individual is a unique part of the body and each member must 
maintain within the boundaries of his ability to function.

And God alone by the Holy Spirit distributes to each member as He wills, 
irrespective of mans will

Such as wisdom, knowledge, and faith

The following 4 versus juxtapose love with the mental attitude sins that 
acompany the self-seeking proud heart of those who desire to be esteemed as 
super spiritual

68.49 πίπτωf (ekpiptō): vb.; ≡: (a figurative 
extension of meaning of πίπτωa ‘to fall,’ 15.118) to 
cease, with the possible implication of failure—‘to 
stop, to cease, to fail.’ ἡ ἀγάπη οὐδέποτε 
πίπτει ‘love never ceases’ 1 Cor 13:8. For another 
interpretation of πίπτω in 1 Cor 13:8, see 75.7.

1182 γινώσκω (ginōskō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 
3359; Str 1097; TDNT 1.689—4. LN 32.16 
understand, come to know, perceive 

3538 μέρος (meros), ους (ous), τό (to): 

n.neu.; ≡ Str 3313; TDNT 4.594—1. LN 
63.14 part, in contrast to the 
whole, the state of being part of 
something

5455 τέλειος (teleios), α (a), ον (on): 
adj.; ≡ DBLHebr 9448; Str 5046; TDNT 8.67—1. 
LN 88.36 (morally) perfect (Mt 5:48; Jas 3:2), for 
another interp, see below; 2. LN 73.6 genuine, 
being true (1Jn 4:18); 3. LN 79.129 (physically) 
perfect (Heb 9:11); 4. LN 68.23 complete,  
mature

Ephesians 4:13 (NKJV)
13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, 
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

Further explanation

As long as God is revealing knowledge; it's not yet complete.

But when God's revelation is complete……..

THE PARTIAL KNOWLEDGE OF A CHILD IS COMPARED TO THE MATURE KNOWLEDGE OF A MAN
MATURING TO MANHOOD OCCURS IN TIME

When he became a man there was no more 
need for the interim source for knowledge

it’s enigmatic
It's partial 
revelation, partial 
knowledge about 
oneself

A lot of people read 
face-to-face with the 
Lord;
but when you're 
looking in a mirror 
you're face-to-face 
with yourself, not 
someone else

Does not mean omniscient, only God is 
omniscient.

In heaven we will be always learning, we will 
never know everything

785 ἄρτι (arti): adv.; ≡ Str 737; TDNT 4.1106—1. 
LN 67.38 now, a point of time 
simultaneous

when these two Greek words Arti & Nuni are used 
in the same context, Arti means right now today or 
this minute. It's an immediacy. 

Whereas Nuni has a broader sense, like now in 

this decade, or now in this century, this age. 

They contrast each other.

Nuni

Arti Arti

What were the childish things
It was the incomplete pre-canon knowledge

2934 καταργέομαι (katargeomai), καταργέω 
(katargeō): vb.; ≡ Str 2673; TDNT 1.452—5. 
LN 13.162 (dep.) cease, no longer take place (1Co 
13:8)

Enigmatic
Meaning difficult to 
interpret or understand

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV)

7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

Romans 8:24 (NKJV)
24 For we were saved in this 

hope, but hope that is seen is 

not hope; for why does one still 

hope for what he sees?

If the perfect of verse 10 arrives when we enter 
an eternal state face-to-face with the Lord, then 
what that means is that knowledge, prophecy, 
and tongues also continue until we go into 
heaven when we're face-to-face with the Lord; 
and faith, hope, and love continue from that 
point forward on into heaven where we're 
face-to-face with the Lord.

Through the use of hyperbole Paul explains in detail that these gifts that 
were being desired, and the thought of as being super spiritual; were only 
intended for the interim, until all necessary church age Bible knowledge 
had been inscripturerated:

Perfect/ complete has to be of the same kind

That means complete revelation
complete knowledge

10 But

Contrast of comparison, contrasting the limited understanding that 
comes through prophecy and the gift of knowledge

teleios

8.6.20

mmm

Experiences

2 Peter 3:15–17 (NKJV)
15 and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother 
Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 

16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these 
things, in which are some things hard to understand, which 
untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the 
Scriptures. 
17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your 
own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;

8.9.20

To have God's complete 
accurate assessment of 
who we are in his eyes 
made available for us to 
receive.

The intent isn't to assert 
a comprehensive 
knowledge equal to 
God’s. 

But rather God’s 
comprehensive 
knowledge has been 
made available for our 
use.

We will have everything 
necessary for self 
evaluation

then

1 Corinthians 2:9–15 (NKJV)
9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things 
which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 
10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep 
things of God. 
11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no 
one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 
13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit 
teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; 
nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one.

Those who doubt that the type of knowledge spoken here by  Paul to be attainable, he also promises 
believers the illuminating ministry of the Holy Spirit, who would search and disclose to them all the deep 
things of God

However, this fails to take into consideration God’s separate programs for 
the church and Israel. 

The cessation of the revelatory gifts in 1 Corinthians 13 is set in the context of 
God’s program for the church. 

So in conclusion cessation of the revelatory gifts pertains explicitly to the church 
age.

set in the 
context of God’s 
purposes for 
national Israel

Lying signs and wonders


