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The gift of Tongues
 

What is our standard for belief/faith?

Is it experience?

Parham is a pivotal figure in Christian history, particularly in connection with spiritual renewal. Caught up in the Holiness 

movement, young Parham had preached and managed a faith home in Kansas. Impressed with Frank Sandford’s Shiloh 

fellowship in Maine he believed his ministry still lacked something special. While serving as the head 
of a Bible school in Topeka, Kansas, in 1900, Parham asked his students to study the biblical evidence for the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit. On January 1, 1901, one student, Agnes Ozman, requested prayer and laying on of hands from Parham. 
He did so, and she began to speak in what she imagine to be tongues. On January 3, Parham and other students had the 

same experience.

Word spread, although the novelty of speaking in tongues provoked ridicule. Even so, Parham believed he 
had found the true Apostolic Faith. He evangelized and healed widely. A 1903 revival in Galena, 
Kansas, sparked interest in the movement, and many converts were made. Parham established a number of Apostolic Faith 
churches in Texas. While teaching in Houston, Parham had as a student William J. Seymour, a black Holiness 
evangelist who carried the Pentecostal message to Los Angeles, resulting later in the famed Azusa Street 
revival.

After the experience at Parham’s Bible school, Pentecostalism as we now know it took shape. The baptism of 
the Spirit was believed to be a demonstrable experience, and speaking in tongues 
was the initial evidence of it.

The modern Pentecostal movement was preceded by a decade or two of an increasing 
awareness of what’s known as the Holiness movement where they decided that there needed 
to be an overt sign of what they thought was the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

They defined it as a second work of grace that came after salvation. 

This mystical Charismatic movement has been extremely damaging to multitudes of Christians. 
It's been divisive for a number of reasons but primarily because it put its emphasis on 

How do we understand the Bible? 
Do we understand it on the basis of our experience, or do we understand it on what the Word 
of God says. 

The whole problem with the Holiness/Pentecostal Charismatic movement is they interpret their 
own spiritual life on the basis of experience.

Experience is the primary factor that determines their comfort level in terms of their relationship 
with God.

As a result emotions play a primary role to attain a feeling of a relationship with God.

So if they commit certain sins, that person must not be saved, or if they aren't speaking 
in tongues, and if they're not healing and raising the dead, all of which come from a 

misunderstanding of the book of Acts, that these things should be the norm during and 
throughout the church age; so on the basis of their imagined need to experience these overt 
signs and new revelation they diligently seek after this second experience of the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, and for the rest of their lives they hope and pray for a revival of signs and wonders.

But with man’s deep seated desire to attain a higher relationship with God, (but on his own 
terms, and according to his own human viewpoint opinion); the tendency is to allow his 
imagination and emotions to deceive him in his thirst for experience; this is especially true in 
the area of healing, where wolves in sheep's clothing claiming to be healers produce nothing in 
a very deceptive way. But the deceiving healer knows that their desire for experience is greater 
than what actually occurs, so he works them up in to an emotional leather, so that his audience 
willing to be deceived, think they saw something that never even happened; all he has to do is 
persuade them that it did, and wanting to be persuaded; they are.

Out of body experiences:

Our standard of believe is not based on someone else's out of body experience, it doesn't 
matter what they saw or what they think they saw.

We must be careful not to get caught up in the subjective experiences of others.

What we understand about God in relation to experience or knowledge of heaven, or hell, or 
present things, is based solely on the written word alone.

The real root problem is interpreting Scripture on the basis of 
experience rather than interpreting experience on the basis of the Word 
of God. This leads to all kinds of distractions from the Christian walk, 
as it's spelled out in the text of Scripture.

1 Corinthians 14:1–40 (NKJV)
1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 
2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks 
mysteries. 
3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 
4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 

5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with 

tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification. 

6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either by revelation, by 
knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching? 
7 Even things without life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound, unless they make a distinction in the sounds, how will it be 
known what is piped or played? 
8 For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare for battle? 
9 So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be 
speaking into the air. 
10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and none of them is without significance. 
11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks will be a 
foreigner to me. 
12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel. 
13 Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 

14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. 
15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will 
also sing with the understanding. 
16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed say “Amen” at your giving of thanks, 
since he does not understand what you say? 
17 For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified. 
18 I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; 
19 yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a 
tongue. 
20 Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature. 
21 In the law it is written: “With men of other tongues and other lips I will speak to this people; And yet, for all that, they will not 
hear Me,” says the Lord. 
22 Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those 
who believe. 
23 Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are 
uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 
24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. 
25 And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly 
among you. 
26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, 
has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 
27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. 
28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 
29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 
30 But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent. 
31 For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged. 
32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 
33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 
34 Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says. 
35 And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church. 
36 Or did the word of God come originally from you? Or was it you only that it reached? 
37 If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments 
of the Lord. 
38 But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant. 
39 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. 
40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

Ecstatic utterance:

Pagan influence on Bible knowledge:

The Corinthian church came from the mystery religions where there was an emphasis on 
ecstatic utterance, or unintelligible utterance and in this emotional state they believed they 
were in contact with the gods.

The term glossa as it’s used in the New Testament is never used to refer to ecstatic utterance. 

But coming up out of a background that carried with it that religious baggage; when they heard 
of the spiritual gift of speaking in languages they interpreted that in terms of their prior frame of 
reference. 

That's typical of all believers, we come out of a pagan background, then we're often saved into 
a human religious system that is very pagan in nature, where the tendency is to interpret what 
the Bible says in light of our frame of reference and in light of our past. 

But we must develop objectivity which comes from the Word of God, so that we can begin to 
evaluate our core thinking that it's a holdover from the cosmic systems of human viewpoint 
and religion, so that we can begin to think in terms of 

biblical categories and biblical definitions, and not in terms of 

religious categories and religious definitions that are then imposed on the 

This is why Paul has to correct the Corinthians and the emphasis here that he is making is on 

the importance of edification in contrast to using the pseudo gift of tongues.

Tongues, was it an intelligible or unintelligible utterance ?

Paul identifies the difference for us:

A contrast between the singular use of the word glossa and the plural use of the word, and it 
is the plural use that refers to the legitimate spiritual gift of speaking in 
languages. 

These were human languages that were not learned through the normal process but through a 
miraculous intervention of God the Holy Spirit able to communicate the gospel or Bible 
doctrine to someone through this supernatural methodology. 

It was a temporary gift restricted to the early stage of the church age.

In contrast to this use of tongues as a plural, which is legitimate, Paul uses the word in the 
singular in order to refer to the pseudo practice in Corinth which the carnal Corinthians were 
claiming was the legitimate practice, and they were labelling it as such. 

Tongues in relation to Edification:

Edifice, edification building up, supporting a structure:

1 Corinthians 14:3 (NKJV)

3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men.

1 Corinthians 14:5 (NKJV)
5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who 

speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.

1 Corinthians 14:12 (NKJV)

12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to 
excel.

1 Corinthians 14:26 (NKJV)
26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a 

revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.

Edification is used as a metaphor for the process of spiritual growth: 

Strengthening of the soul through Bible doctrine. 

The Bible uses the imagery of physical growth to portray what takes place in each one of our 
spiritual lives.

Analogy :

1 Peter 2:2 (NKJV)

2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,

The growth process in the Christian life is what edification refers to. It is the strengthening 
of our soul and spirit, that immaterial part of man, through immersing ourselves in Bible 
reading, meditation, and church attendance/Bible studies.

Edification is a synonymous term four Progressive sanctification:

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new.

John 17:17 (NKJV)

17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

Ephesians 5:26 (NKJV)

26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word,

Romans 8:29 (NKJV)
29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.

There are 2 means of Edification stated in the Scripture: they work together; 
they do not operate independently of one another: 

1. The Holy Spirit and 
2. The Word of God. 

Ephesians 5:18–21 (NKJV)
18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 
20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.

Colossians 3:16–17 (NKJV)
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
Him.

1 Thessalonians 4:18 (NKJV)
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

John 17:17 (NKJV)
17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

Edification is the goal of the communication gifts:

Ephesians 4:12 (NKJV)

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

2 Corinthians 12:19 (NKJV)

19 Again, do you think that we excuse ourselves to you? We speak before God in Christ. But we do all 

things, beloved, for your edification.

The purpose of the following point is not to challenge anyone's 
experience, but to challenge how we all interpret our experiences.

We will either interpret our experience through the lens of scripture
Or interpret scripture by our experience

But we cannot do both and end up with sound biblical knowledge!!!

Edification emphasizes thought, the mental process of thinking: 
a way of thinking, understanding the Word of God under the filling of the Holy Spirit who uses 
simple academic knowledge so that the believer can grow and advance spiritually. 

Colossians 1:9–11 (NKJV)
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the 

knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 

10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; 
11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy;

1 Corinthians 14:1–40 (NKJV)
1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 
2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks 
mysteries. 
3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 
4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 

5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks 

with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification. 

6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either by revelation, by 
knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching? 
7 Even things without life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound, unless they make a distinction in the sounds, how will it 
be known what is piped or played? 
8 For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare for battle? 
9 So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will 
be speaking into the air. 
10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and none of them is without significance. 
11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks will be a 
foreigner to me. 
12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel. 

13 Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 

14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. 

15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and 
I will also sing with the understanding. 
16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed say “Amen” at your giving of 
thanks, since he does not understand what you say? 
17 For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified. 
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Galatians 1:6–12 (NKJV)
6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to 
a different gospel, 
7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of 
Christ. 
8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have 
preached to you, let him be accursed. 
9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than 
what you have received, let him be accursed. 
10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I 
would not be a bondservant of Christ. 
11 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not 
according to man. 
12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.

experience 

over 
doctrine

1185 γλῶσσα (glōssa), ης (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 4383; Str 1100; TDNT 1.719—1. LN 8.21 a 
tongue, body part (Jas 3:5); a flame tongue Ac 2:3, 11; 
2. LN 33.2 language, a known language 

(Ac 2:4); 3. LN 33.3 ecstatic language, 

Multitudes of Christians over the centuries have spent  
their entire lives hoping for and looking to be dazzled 
by the super spiritual, supernatural signs and wonders 
that they think was lost sometime after the first 
generation of Christians, but should be the norm in the 
church age. And if Christians could somehow just 
believe hard enough, if they could just; (you fill in the 
blank), then surely God would move again as He did at 
the beginning of the church change.

But it's for this very reason God has given us chapter 
13 of first Corinthian’s; which states in verse 11 that 
the word of God has matured, and verse 12 that we 
have all necessary revelation, so that verse 10 that 
which is now complete we have no need of that which 
was in part verse 9.

We have everything that's necessary for 
life and godliness

that are then imposed on the text.

16 times tongues is mentioned in this chapter alone

3869 οἰκοδομή (oikodomē), ῆς (ēs), ἡ (hē): 
n.fem.; ≡ Str 3619; TDNT 5.144—1. LN 7.1 building 
(Mt 24:1; Mk 13:1, 2; Eph 2:21+); 2. LN 42.34 
construction, build up (1Co 3:9; Eph 4:12+; 1Ti 1:4 v.r.); 
3. LN 74.15 making more able, a building 
up, edification, strengthening

This is a command

40 ἁγιασμός (hagiasmos), οῦ (ou), ὁ (ho): 
n.masc.; ≡ Str 38; TDNT 1.113—LN 53.44 
sanctification, holiness, i.e., dedication to the 
Lord, and/or dedication to moral purity To be set apart :

Set apart positionally
We are set apart positionally at the instant of salvation when we are identified with Christ in His 
death, burial, and resurrection by means of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

We are identified with Christ but experientially we still have the sin nature to deal with, and our 
core thinking to be purged. 

We still have a sin nature and can still commit any sin that an unbeliever can commit. 

We still have all of those ideas, opinions and concepts hanging around in our soul influencing the 
way we live. We still have a sin nature that is attracted to all sorts of sins, and after a person is 
saved his sin nature is greatly attracted to human viewpoint doctrine. 

The only way to overcome the sin nature is through immersing ourselves in the 
Word and application of it, under the filling of the Holy Spirit. 

Progressive sanctification

Experiential sanctification

the command

the result

the command

the result

Paul is saying that you 
comfort people by giving 
them doctrine. 

We grow by means of the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit 
which is teaching under 
His filling ministry.

The edification of the 
believers is what control 
Paul's decision making

2106 ἐπίγνωσις (epignōsis), εως 
(eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 1922; TDNT 
1.689—1. LN 28.2 knowledge, to possess 
information (Ro 1:28), for another 
interp, see last; 2. LN 28.18 
knowledge, the content of 
what is known

epignosis is usable doctrine, it is not necessarily applied, it doesn't 
automatically produce growth, but as the believer uses it the Holy 
Spirit produces growth.  

The spiritual life is a life of thinking.

He's drawing a conclusion from 
the previous 12 verses where he 
emphasized the importance and 
the centrality of edification.

A variety of meanings: wind, breath, 
thought, mind, attitude, inner person, 
spiritual gift, human spirit, Holy Spirit

4460 πνεῦμα (pneuma), ατος (atos), τό (to): 
n.neu.; ≡ DBLHebr 8120; Str 4151; TDNT 6.332—1. 
LN 12.18 Holy Spirit (Mk 1:12); 2. LN 12.33 spirit, 
non material being (Jn 4:24; Ac 23:8); 3. LN 12.37 evil 

spirit (Mt 8:16); 4. LN 12.42 ghost (Lk 24:37, 39); 5. 
LN 26.9 inner being, non material 
faculty that can respond to God

pneuma

take the time to read chapters 12- through 14 of 1 Corinthians

In this study we are laying the groundwork for our 
understanding of tongues as taught by Paul in chapter 

14 of  first Corinthians

tongues

mmm


