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The gift of Tongues
 

Ecstatic utterance:

Tongues, was it an intelligible or unintelligible utterance ?

Paul identifies the difference for us:

A contrast between the singular use of the word glossa and the plural use of the word, and it 
is the plural use that refers to the legitimate spiritual gift of speaking in 
languages. 

These were human languages that were not learned through the normal process but through a 
miraculous intervention of God the Holy Spirit able to communicate the gospel or Bible 
doctrine to someone through this supernatural methodology. 

It was a temporary gift restricted to the early stage of the church age.

In contrast to this use of tongues as a plural, which is legitimate, Paul uses the word in the 
singular in order to refer to the pseudo practice in Corinth which the carnal Corinthians were 
claiming was the legitimate practice, and they were labelling it as such. 

Tongues in relation to Edification:

Edifice, edification building up, supporting a structure:

1 Corinthians 14:3 (NKJV)

3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men.

1 Corinthians 14:5 (NKJV)
5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who 

speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.

1 Corinthians 14:12 (NKJV)

12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to 
excel.

1 Corinthians 14:26 (NKJV)
26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a 

revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.

Edification is used as a metaphor for the process of spiritual growth: 

Strengthening the soul through Bible doctrine. 

The Bible uses the imagery of physical growth to portray what takes place in each one of our 
spiritual lives.

Analogy :

1 Peter 2:2 (NKJV)

2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,

The growth process in the Christian life is what edification refers to. It is the strengthening 
of our soul and spirit, that immaterial part of man, through immersing ourselves in Bible 
reading, meditation, and church attendance/Bible studies.

Edification is a synonymous term for Progressive sanctification:

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new.

John 17:17 (NKJV)

17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

Ephesians 5:26 (NKJV)

26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word,

Romans 8:29 (NKJV)
29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.

There are 2 means of Edification stated in the Scripture: they work together; 
they do not operate independently of one another: 

1. The Holy Spirit and 
2. The Word of God. 

Ephesians 5:18–21 (NKJV)
18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 
20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.

Colossians 3:16–17 (NKJV)
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
Him.

1 Thessalonians 4:18 (NKJV)
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

John 17:17 (NKJV)
17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

Edification is the goal of the communication gifts:

Ephesians 4:12 (NKJV)

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

2 Corinthians 12:19 (NKJV)

19 Again, do you think that we excuse ourselves to you? We speak before God in Christ. But we do all 

things, beloved, for your edification.

Don't disproportion your desire to utilize your spiritual gift:

Paul corrects the influence of there pagan human viewpoint 
background in the mystery religions, and directs them toward edifying 
the Church:

1 Corinthians 14 (NKJV)

1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 

2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, 

in his spirit he speaks mysteries. 

3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 

4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 

5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he 

who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification. 

6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either: 
by revelation, 
by knowledge, 
by prophesying, or 
by teaching? 

7 Even things without life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound, unless they make a 
distinction in the sounds, how will it be known what is piped or played? 
8 For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare for battle? 
9 So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken? For 
you will be speaking into the air. 

10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and none of them is without significance. 
11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks 
will be a foreigner to me. 

12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel. 

13 Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 

14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. 

15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with 
the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding. 

16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed say “Amen” at your 
giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say? 

17 For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified. 
18 I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; 

19 yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten 
thousand words in a tongue. 

20 Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be 
mature. 

The purpose of tongues :

21 In the law it is written: “With men of other tongues and other lips I will speak to this people; And 
yet, for all that, they will not hear Me,” says the Lord. 

22 Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to 

unbelievers; but prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe. 
23 Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who 

are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 

24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by 
all. 
25 And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that 
God is truly among you. 
26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a 
revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 
27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. 
28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 
29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 
30 But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent. 

31 For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged. 

32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 

33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 

34 Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the 
law also says. 
35 And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in 
church. 
36 Or did the word of God come originally from you? Or was it you only that it reached? 
37 If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the 
commandments of the Lord. 
38 But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant. 

39 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. 
40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

Edification emphasizes thought, the mental process of thinking: 
a way of thinking, understanding the Word of God under the filling of the Holy Spirit who uses 
simple academic knowledge so that the believer can grow and advance spiritually. 

Colossians 1:9–11 (NKJV)
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the 

knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 

10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; 
11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy;

1 Corinthians 14:1–40 (NKJV)
1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 
2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks 
mysteries. 
3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 
4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 

5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks 

with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification. 

6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either by revelation, by 
knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching? 
7 Even things without life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound, unless they make a distinction in the sounds, how will it 
be known what is piped or played? 
8 For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare for battle? 
9 So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will 
be speaking into the air. 
10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and none of them is without significance. 
11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks will be a 
foreigner to me. 
12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel. 

13 Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 

14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. 

15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and 
I will also sing with the understanding. 
16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed say “Amen” at your giving of 
thanks, since he does not understand what you say? 
17 For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified. 

A chart for the gifts:

8.16.20

The real issue in the fabrication of human religion, is that the Christian wants to find 
some measurable quantifiable visible evidence that will assure them that they are 

spiritual, that they are advancing and in right relationship with God.

Works feel good, so if they can come up with something that is more tangible from the 
human perspective, that will validate their spirituality, or their right standing with God 

then everything will be OK.

1185 γλῶσσα (glōssa), ης (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 4383; Str 1100; TDNT 1.719—1. LN 8.21 a 
tongue, body part (Jas 3:5); a flame tongue Ac 2:3, 11; 
2. LN 33.2 language, a known language 

(Ac 2:4); 3. LN 33.3 ecstatic language, 

3869 οἰκοδομή (oikodomē), ῆς (ēs), ἡ (hē): 
n.fem.; ≡ Str 3619; TDNT 5.144—1. LN 7.1 building 
(Mt 24:1; Mk 13:1, 2; Eph 2:21+); 2. LN 42.34 
construction, build up (1Co 3:9; Eph 4:12+; 1Ti 1:4 v.r.); 
3. LN 74.15 making more able, a building 
up, edification, strengthening

This is a command

40 ἁγιασμός (hagiasmos), οῦ (ou), ὁ (ho): 
n.masc.; ≡ Str 38; TDNT 1.113—LN 53.44 
sanctification, holiness, i.e., dedication to the 
Lord, and/or dedication to moral purity To be set apart :

Set apart positionally

We are set apart positionally at the instant of salvation when we are identified with Christ in His 
death, burial, and resurrection by means of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

We are identified with Christ but experientially we still have the sin 
nature to deal with, and our core thinking to be purged. 

We still have a sin nature and can still commit any sin that an unbeliever can commit. 

We still have all of those ideas, opinions and concepts hanging around in our soul influencing the 
way we live. We still have a sin nature that is attracted to all sorts of sins, and after a person is 
saved his sin nature is greatly attracted to human viewpoint doctrine. 

The only way to overcome the sin nature is through immersing ourselves in the 
Word and application of it, under the filling of the Holy Spirit. 

Progressive sanctification

Experiential sanctification

the command

the result

the command

the result

Paul is saying that you 
comfort people by giving 
them doctrine. 

We grow by means of the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit 
which is teaching under 
His filling ministry.

The edification of the 
believers is what control 
Paul's decision making

2106 ἐπίγνωσις (epignōsis), εως 
(eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 1922; TDNT 
1.689—1. LN 28.2 knowledge, to possess 
information (Ro 1:28), for another 
interp, see last; 2. LN 28.18 
knowledge, the content of 
what is known

epignosis is usable doctrine, it is not necessarily 
applied, it doesn't automatically produce growth, but as 
the believer uses it the Holy Spirit produces growth.  

The spiritual life is a life of thinking.

He's drawing a conclusion from 
the previous 12 verses where he 
emphasized the importance and 
the centrality of edification.

A variety of meanings: wind, breath, 
thought, mind, attitude, inner person, 
spiritual gift, human spirit, Holy Spirit

4460 πνεῦμα (pneuma), ατος (atos), τό (to): 
n.neu.; ≡ DBLHebr 8120; Str 4151; TDNT 6.332—1. 
LN 12.18 Holy Spirit (Mk 1:12); 2. LN 12.33 spirit, 
non material being (Jn 4:24; Ac 23:8); 3. LN 12.37 evil 

spirit (Mt 8:16); 4. LN 12.42 ghost (Lk 24:37, 39); 5. 
LN 26.9 inner being, non material 
faculty that can respond to God

pneuma

mmm

Apostle 
Profit, 
Word of Knowledge, 
Word/ Message of Wisdom X
Miracles
Healing
Gift of languages/tongues

X Evangelist, 
Pastor teacher
Teacher

Temporary Gifts Permanent GiftsGifts categorized

Communication
Revelatory Gifts:

Sign Gifts

Communication

Service Gifts X
Helps 
Service 
Mercy 
Administration 
Leadership and 
Exhortation

X

Thought is required to be filled with the knowledge of His will

It's not possible to walk worthy, 
apart from a clear understanding of 
His revealed methods for us to walk 
bye.

We must first know His will, 
before we can do His will !

What makes a Christian worthy of the Lord?

Lacking the definite article; 
it should read a god

singular
pseudo-tongues/ ecstatic 
utterance being practiced in 
the Corinthian Church

1185 γλῶσσα (glōssa), ης 
(ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 
4383; Str 1100; TDNT 1.719—1. 
LN 8.21 a tongue, body part (Jas 
3:5); a flame tongue Ac 2:3, 11; 2. 
LN 33.2 language, a known 
language (Ac 2:4); 3. LN 33.3 
ecstatic language

!

 Glossa in the singular indicates false use
Glossa in the plural indicates proper use of the gift 

He's not saying it's OK to speak in a tongue to God. This is where the 
Pentecostal and Charismatic has gotten completely backwards. They think 
that this verse validates speaking to God in a prayer language, but that's a 
complete misunderstanding of the context. 

3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 

Contrasting the improper use of tongues, with the proper use of prophecy

Self-indulgent Serves others

4460 πνεῦμα (pneuma), ατος 
(atos), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ DBLHebr 8120; 
Str 4151; TDNT 6.332—1. LN 12.18 
Holy Spirit (Mk 1:12); 2. LN 12.33 
spirit, non material being (Jn 4:24; Ac 
23:8); 3. LN 12.37 evil spirit (Mt 8:16); 
4. LN 12.42 ghost (Lk 24:37, 39); 5. LN 
26.9 inner being, non material faculty 
that can respond to God (Ac 17:16; Eph 
5:9 v.r.); 6. LN 30.6 way of 
thinking, attitude, disposition 
(Gal 6:1); 7. LN 14.4 wind (Jn 3:8); 8. LN 

23.186 breath (2Th 2:8)

3696 μυστήριον 
(mystērion), ου 
(ou), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ 
DBLAram 10661; Str 
3466; TDNT 4.802—LN 
28.77 a secret, a 
mystery 

Whenever people in the Scriptures pray they pray in their everyday 
language. When Jesus prayed His high priestly prayer in John 17 He  
prayed in His everyday language. 

There is no indication anywhere in Scripture that one should pray in a 
special prayer language either in the Old or New Testament. 

Although he’s speaking, yet it's unintelligible gibberish

Paul is simply indicating that this is the 
modus operandi of the pagan mystery 
religions.

Paul used this 
word in 
accordance with 
how they would 
have understood it 
from their 
background

Interpretation not
translation

1 Corinthians 12:7 (NKJV)

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:

that the church may receive edification. 

1 Corinthians 12:30 (NKJV)
30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?

Paul is making a hyperbolic 
statement for emphasis

A legitimate known languages

plural

There has to be an understandable message in your native language, 
otherwise no spiritual growth take place and it is just emptiness, 
meaningless sound.

Communication 
gifts that involve 
revelation

There must be a clear understandable message

12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.

3 times Paul mentions 
tongues is for the profit 
of the church, not the 

individual

singular breath his mentality

singular

singular

not a fulfilment of prophecy

Isaiah 28:11–12 (NKJV)

11 For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to 
this people, 
12 To whom He said, “This is the rest with which You may cause the weary to rest,” And, “This is 
the refreshing”; Yet they would not hear.

Deuteronomy 28:49 (NKJV)
49 The Lord will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end of the earth, as swift as the 

eagle flies, a nation whose language you will not understand,

So the prophecy was that if they were continuously disobedient to God's 
Word, if they continually ignore the Law, then God will eventually 
discipline them through a foreign power who will speak a language they 
don't understand.

Tongues was God's judgment on Israel that they would hear God’s Word 
taught in Gentile languages
 
This was a sign of God's judgment and on the nation Israel

Communicating revelation

that all may learn and all may be encouraged

It is by means of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God's grace which has 
the ability to build us up, so that we can advance to spiritual maturity, and 
be guaranteed an inheritance at the judgment seat of Christ, building with 
gold silver and precious stones so that we will be prepared to rule and 
reign with Christ in the Millennial kingdom. 

tongues

gifting is for the edification of the church, not the individual

Paul is not saying that he will do one or the other, but that his mentality 
will be engaged when doing both.

That it will not be a mindless meaningless utterance

Acts 20:32 (NKJV)
32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to 
build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

nonmaterial faculties

And having never been taught that the cleansing process after justification requires faith plus works

James 2:21–26 (NKJV)

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when 
he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 

22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made 

perfect? 

23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 

24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 

25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out another way? 

26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

1467 δικαιόω (dikaioō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 7405; 
Str 1344; TDNT 2.211—1. LN 34.46 put right with, 
justify, vindicate, declare righteous, i.e., cause one 
to be in a right relation (Ro 3:24); 2. LN 88.16 
show to be right, to demonstrate 
something is morally just

This is not talking about justification before God but validation 
or vindication before man. 

He is validating the doctrine that’s in his soul—all that he has 
learned, all that God has taught him. He is in a test situation.

Romans 12:1–2 (NASB95)
1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship. 
2 And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, so that you may prove what 

the will of God is, that which is 
good and acceptable and 
perfect.

Doctrine, the teachings of scripture

Application
Brought to completion
it matured or was perfected

faith

Doctrine Doctrine

The main focus of these passages are on the occurrence of the action. 

So doctrine brings the person to maturity. It’s all a process as doctrine is brought to 
completion. 

The ultimate end of doctrine is not just to know it, not to be able to impress people 
with how much you know about the Bible; the issue in learning the Word is to 
apply it so that the Lord is glorified, and this takes place only after you reach 
spiritual adulthood. 

Because Abraham reached that final stage of maturity he gains a new title; 

he is called “the friend of God.”

8.20.20


