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Our new identity:

Identified with Christ 

A brief overview of chapters 6, 7 and 8:

Romans 6: 

is dealing with our identity in Christ in relation to our spiritual life:

Our identity in Christ is where we find the foundation for how a justified (declared righteous) 
believer can live a righteous life. 

And the footing for that is understanding our identity in Christ. 

Romans 7: 

deals with the problem of trying to accomplish the goal of living as a slave to 
righteousness on our own, without dependence on the Holy 
Spirit, and sound biblical understanding. 

Most of Romans 7 is Paul speaking in the first person with his attempt to try to grow spiritually, 
and be spiritual on the basis of just obeying the law, basically being moral, being religious, 
trying to do good things to make himself feel better about his standing with God. 

But he found out that didn’t cut it; he couldn’t do it on his own. 
And why was that? Because of the power of the sin nature that was still in his life. 

He didn’t have the means to really impact that, even though that power was broken and he had 
been justified or declared righteous. 

Then Romans 8: 

gives us the means, it gives us the solution: 

that the real issue is that we are to walk by means of the Holy Spirit 

that the Christian life is a supernatural life, and that it's built on understanding our relationship 
with God the Holy Spirit. 

Connecting with our previous study

The next three chapters are teaching how to bring the sin nature under 
control:

This chapter begins with an exaggerated question, a ridiculous question 
to emphasize the clear intent of Christ's sacrifice was so that we could 
live free and begin to experience righteousness presently

Romans 6:1–23 (NKJV)
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 

2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 

What he is saying is that if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ you are a dead-to-sin type 
of person. That is your new identity. 

That's what the baptism of the Holy Spirit is all about; that we are now identified with 
Christ's death to sin, and resurrection to spiritual life

You are now that you've been justified, the kind of person for whom sin has no place in your 
life. That is who we are at the instant of salvation. 

So Paul is asking, “How shall we who are these dead-to-sin kind of people 
continue to live in sin?” 

That is not who we are. 

Peter calls it: 

3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 

4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the 
likeness of His resurrection, 

6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away 
with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 

7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 
9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 

10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 

11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 
13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive 

from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 

16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s 

slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, 

or of obedience leading to righteousness? 

17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which 
you were delivered. 

18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 
19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of 

uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness 
for holiness. 

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 
21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 
22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, 
everlasting life. 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Romans 6:19–20 (NKJV)
19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your 
members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now 

present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.

Unfortunately a great number of believers stumbled at this point and 
never move forward; because they're so poorly taught, because the 

pastor is stuck in the quagmire of religion.
 

And try as he might, he can never work himself free.

Temporal death

Death like experience 
of the unsaved

Where as Christ literally died to sin;
We in a figure are dead to sin when we are 
identified with Christ through the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit

In this chapter’s 5 occurrences of this word, it 
always refers to experiential righteousness

vrs. 10

2 Peter 2:22 (NKJV)

22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own 
vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

Verb, aorist, active, indicative

aorist — The aorist verb tense is used by the writer to present the 
action of a verb as a “snapshot” event. The verb’s action is portrayed 
simply and in summary fashion without respect to any process. In the 
indicative mood, the aorist usually denotes past 
time, while an aorist participle usually refers to antecedent time with 
respect to the main verb. Outside the indicative and the participle, the 
aorist does not indicate time. “First Aorist” refers to the inflected form. 
First Aorist verbs are marked by an augment (usually a prefixed ε, η or 
ω) and either -σα, -ξα, or -ψα as part of the suffix endings.

Verb, future, active, indicative

indicative — The mood in which the 
action of the verb or the state of 
being it describes is presented by 
the writer as real. It is the mood of 
assertion, where the writer 
portrays something as actual (as 
opposed to possible or contingent 
on intention). Depending on 
context, the writer may or may not 
believe the action is real, but is 
presenting it as real

So the question is: 

You died in the past, so why in the world in your 
future are you going to continue to live in this state 
of death?

The problem we have is this thing called the sin nature. 

The sin nature has a core motivator, and that is a lust pattern. There are all kinds of 
lusts. 

In this present world there is a tremendous amount of unhappiness, because it's 
divorced from God. 

There is something in the very core of man’s being that says that the life I am 
experiencing isn’t the life that it should be. 

Every one of us has had that experience at some point or another. 

Because we are living in a spiritually dead world where there is this great 
vacuum because of the absence of God, man is constantly trying to find things that 
are going to fill it up. 

That’s the lust pattern. 
We are looking for something in creation to fill the void that has 
been left by the loss of that relationship with God. 

This is what motivates everybody's lust pattern, and it produces the actions in our 
lives. 

Man goes in one of two directions to fill that void: 

1. We can from the sin nature produce that which is morally good 

2. We can produce that which we understand to be sin. 

But it all comes out of the sin nature. 

From the time we are born, to the time we trust in Jesus Christ as our savior, the 
only thing motivating us is our sin nature. 

It can’t come out of any other place because we are spiritually dead, and in the 
state of total depravity.

The sin nature is what controls us and it produces habits. 

From the very time we were born we start developing habits where the sin 
nature is helping us satisfy what we think we need to be happy. 

It pushes all those lust pattern buttons and all the trends, even though everyone's a 
little bit different—for a lot of different reasons and different factors; but this is 
what is at the core of it. 

Death patterns are produced by the sin nature in everyone, and outside of 
fellowship with the Holy Spirit and knowledge of the written text of Scripture; 
everyone is under the tyranny of its control, it is the  master. 

But we have a new nature because we've been born again, we are regenerate, we 
have a new life in Christ, and we have a new power source that is more powerful 
than the sin nature, and that is the Holy Spirit and the word of God. 

But we have to make a choice as to who is in control. 

Understanding that is what Romans 6 is all about.

James 4:2 (NKJV)
2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you 
do not have because you do not ask.

And the only way to produce anything that benefits to eternal life must be 
done by means of the Holy Spirit and knowledge of the written scripture. 

And it is for this very reason that Paul gives us this detailed description of 
the spiritual life in the book of Romans.

So that we can produce something that God is pleased with and that is 

called righteousness

Romans 5:17 (NKJV)
17 For if by the one man’s the offense the death reigned through the one, 

much more those who receive abundance of grace and of 

the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:18–21 (NKJV)
18 Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in 

condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act   the free gift   came to all men, 

resulting in justification of life. 

19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience 
many will be made righteous. 
20 Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 
abounded much more, 

Paul begins a transition to the potential eternal life that 
we can experience presently, it is volitional

21 so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal 

life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 6:1–4 (NKJV)
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 
2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 
3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
His death? 
4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 

life.

the free gift

1470 δικαίωσις (dikaiōsis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): 
n.fem.; ≡ Str 1347; TDNT 2.223—1. LN 34.46 be put 
right with, be justified (Ro 4:25+); 2. LN 56.34 acquittal, 
setting free, removal of guilt, justification (Ro 5:18+)

Not eternal

mmm

Total depravity was the condition:
all aspects of man’s being are corrupt from sin. 
Everything. The totality of his being, every component is corrupted by sin. 

It’s not saying you as an individual 
are as bad or as evil as you could be. 
But it is saying that everything has been corrupted by sin so there is nothing we can do to solve 
that problem.

He wants us to understand that before he starts talking about the new 
life, so that there will be no confusion about the fact that we are: 

born spiritually dead, and 
we experience the effects of spiritual death, 
and the consequences of spiritual death from the very beginning of our life, 
we live in the midst of spiritually dead people, 
cultures produced by spiritually dead people who are trying to anesthetize themselves 
from the fact of these conditions

the gift of righteousness

The point that he is making is that if we can understand the total 
depravity of our condition in Adam;

Only then can we possibly magnify the gift of righteousness through 
Christ Jesus to its actual greatness.

(eis) Resulting in justification toward life

When the law entered it spelled out sin in a much more detailed way then was previously understood before 
the law

It spelled out that sin was anything that violated the character of God

So even though sin was more evident, God's grace in dealing with that sin became even more evident, it 
superabounded

Subjunctive mood

subjunctive — The mood that normally presents 
the verbal action as being probable or 
intentional. The subjunctive can also express 
verbal action in terms of mere possibility. In 
Greek, it is the optative mood that points to possibility more 
than probability.In the Greek there were no paragraph breaks

This is not quantitative eternal life
It speaks of the quality of life presently

Subjunctive mood

So Paul has transitioned from teaching 
about being spiritually alive, to the 
potential of spiritual life

Romans 6:23 (NKJV)

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:6 (NKJV)
6 For to be carnally minded is 
death, but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace.

Living in a state of 
punishment

The reason we are given 
righteousness is so that 
now we can experience 
life. 

The reason we are given righteousness/ declared righteous(positional 

righteousness), is so that now we can experience life. 

Life can only be produced experientially on the foundation of the 
free gift of Christ’s righteousness

Life is the result for the believer who lives in the realm of 
righteousness, producing righteousness in terms of experiential 
righteousness (walking in truth). 

Experiential Death is the result in the believers life who lives/walks 
in the realm of unrighteousness/ carnality, sin, disobedience to 
God; it’s operational death. 

Man lived in a death-dominated 
world from Adam to Christ

It only reigns if we do 
what God says to do, 
if we walk in truth

This entire verse 
relates to human 
experience in time

implies sin nature

human experience 
in time

human experience 
in time

human 
experience 
in time

reference to a believer who is 
continuing to live in carnality 

and not experiencing the 
fullness of life, not letting the 
righteousness reign as eternal 
or full life in his spiritual life.

1650 εἰς (eis): prep.; ≡ Str 1519; TDNT 2.420—
7. LN 89.48 so that, marker of result 

Understand the total depravity of man kind

Power over the same nature

Romans 8:13 (NKJV)
13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

Proverbs 11:19 (NKJV)

19 As righteousness leads to life, So he who 

pursues evil pursues it to his own death.


