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The book of Romans

1.
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2.

3.

4.
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God has rejected Israel as a nation:

Justification

Salvation=to Deliver from a predicament

Israel's corporate neglect of God’s word:

Romans 10:1–8 (NKJV)

1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 

2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 

3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, 

have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 

4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who does those things shall live 

by them.”

Romans 10:6–8 (NKJV)

6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, 

“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 
7 or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 
8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith 
which we preach): 

Who wrote the book of Deuteronomy? who did you write it to ?

what were the circumstances surrounding the writing ? and what was the purpose ?

where did he write it ?

when did he write it ?

Why did he wrote it ?

 

 

Moses had already gone through the history of how God dealt graciously with Israel, how God brought them 
through the wilderness. 

And now God has brought them to a significant point in His plan for them. 

They are on the edge of going into the promised land. 

So he's talking to the Conquest Generation.

The Exodus Generation were primarily believers, but they had utterly failed in their 

spiritual lives. 

They were characterized by rebellion and disobedience, as a result they would not enjoy any of God’s 
blessings for the spiritual life.  They spent 40 years in the wilderness until that generation died out, only 
Joshua and Caleb from the exodus generation were allowed to enter the promised land. 

So The Exodus Generation is a picture of the disobedient believer who doesn’t get 

his rewards and doesn’t experience the full blessing that God promised him. But they’re 
still believers.

So now there is this Conquest Generation, they are the children of the Exodus generation. 

They are a superior generation spiritually because they are obedient. That is why they’re going to be 

able to go into the land and conquer       because they believe God, 

God is going to deliver them from any negative circumstances 

that would otherwise occur. 

 

They are a believing generation.
Moses is addressing them as they are about to cross the Jordan River and go into the land that God promised 
them. 

He’s not talking to them about how to get righteousness to go to 
heaven. He’s talking to them about how they as believers should live for God and have experiential 
righteousness so they can experience the blessings that God has for them in the land. 

They’re warned in Deuteronomy 28 and 29 that there’s going to be a time when their descendants 
will be disobedient. 

And if that disobedience increases to the point of complete idolatry and rebellion against God, then God is 
going to pull them out of the land and scatter them among all the nations. 

They’re believers. They’re obedient and so Moses is telling them that if they want to stay in the land then they 
must walk in obedience to all that God has revealed.

And the level of their success and happiness as believers, will depend on their spiritual knowledge, and 
their daily application of it.

Moses drives his sermon home when he says, 

 He is saying you have a volition. Your generation needs to 

decide as believers if you’re going to walk with God and experience life and good, or are you going to 
be like your parents and walk in disobedience and experience death and evil. 

Paul draws these basic universal principles from the old testament, saying these things hold true in the church 
change.

So in Paul’s use of this quote, he’s focusing on the fact that this is 
dependent upon how we respond to the word of God:

Romans 10:1–8 (NKJV)

1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 

2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 
3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the 
righteousness of God. 

4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who does those things shall live by them.”

6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, 

“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 
7 or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 

8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in 
your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the 

word of faith which we preach): 

The point here is that Moses is telling his hearers in the original context 
that the word is here before you. It’s not mystical, it’s not mysterious. It’s 
not hard to find. 

The issue is whether or not the believer is going to respond to what 
God said.

So Paul applies the same principle for present day believers to the ultimate of God’s revelation 
in the living word, Jesus Christ.

Romans 10:1–8 (NKJV)

1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 

2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 
3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the 
righteousness of God. 

4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who does those things shall live by them.”

6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, 

“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 
7 or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 

8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in 
your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the 

word of faith which we preach): 

Romans 10:9–16 (NKJV)

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, 

you will be saved. 

10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” 
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 

13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have 
not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 
15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 
gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 
16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?”

11.29.20

We never debate for the sake of winning!
But we do present a biblically-based case to uphold The 
Word of Truth.

Romans 15:14 (NKJV)
14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, 
my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, 

filled with all knowledge, able also to 
admonish one another.

Well equipped with 
biblical understanding

33.231 νουθετέωa; νουθεσίαa, ας f: to 
provide instruction as to correct behavior and 
belief—‘to instruct, to teach, instruction, 
teaching.

What is written, is the adhesive that unites believers:

Jude 3–4 (NKJV)
3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you 

exhorting you to contend earnestly for           the faith           which was once for all delivered to the saints. 

4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn 
the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.

39.30 ἐπαγωνίζομαι (epagōnizomai): to 
exert intense effort on behalf of 
something—‘to struggle for.’ παρακαλῶν 
ἐπαγωνίζεσθαι τῇ … πίστει ‘to encourage you to 
struggle for the … faith’ Jd 3.

the faith

Our standard for belief is what’s written, not ever "I think” or  “I believe” 

BUT “it is written”

The goal is always to make known the 
great extent of available knowledge that 
God has provided for us to succeed at His 
level of standard

To being made right, to receive the gift of Eternal life

2

?

the Context for the quotations in 

this chapter is after the fifth cycle of discipline, 

and it’s found in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 30:11–14 (NKJV)

11 “For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious for you, nor is it 
far off. 
12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring it to 
us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 
13 Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to 
us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 
14 But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.

quote from

genitive — The genitive is the case that qualifies or restricts a noun 

by means of a specific characterization. The genitive normally 
marks a noun as the source or possessor of something, or 
refers to the kind of relationship that noun has to another noun. It is typically expressed in English by the 
preposition “of”. For example, in the phrase “throne of the king” the noun “king” is in the genitive and 
qualifies the type of throne. In “blood of Christ,” Christ is the genitive noun which describes possession. The 
genitive case is also used for the objects of some prepositions.

Noun, genitive

faith always has an object

Produced from

Is this justification faith? Or is this faith related to the course of the advancing believer's life
Paul has moved past the subject of justification 
after  chapter 5

This righteousness it's not the same as 
imputed righteousness at justification, 

it is experiential 
righteousness

sozo with its Hebrew Old Testament counterpart yasha

In Romans not used for a synonym for

Salvation focuses more on the results or consequences of justification

John 1:12–13 (NKJV)
12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave 

the right to become children of God, to 
those who believe in His name: 
13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Or delivered from their present 
circumstances having been 
rejected by God, because of their 
corporate neglect and rejection of his 
word

He's talking to the conquest generation

because they believe God

By answering these questions we get some answers for Paul's use of this quote in 
Romans 10.

Entering the promised land is not a picture of being justified or entering into heaven. 

It’s a picture of entering into the fullness of the 
promise that God has for the believer. 

But the level of peace and happiness 
they will enjoy will be dependent on 
their spiritual obedience.

Moses

Deuteronomy 17:18–20 (NKJV)
18 “Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a 
copy of this law in a book, from the one before the priests, the Levites. 
19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, 

that he may learn to fear the Lord his God and be careful to observe all the words of this 

law and these statutes, 

20 that his heart may not be lifted above his brethren, 

that he may not turn aside from the commandment to the right hand or to the left, and 

that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his children in the midst of Israel.

4 objectives to the 
previous mandates

Deuteronomy 30:15–20 (NKJV)
15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, 
16 in that I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His 
commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the Lord your God 
will bless you in the land which you go to possess. 

God's blessings for the believers walk are conditional:

17 But if your heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and 
serve them, 

18 I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land 
which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. 
19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and 
cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; 

20 that you may love the Lord your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for 
He is your life and the length of your days; and that you 

may dwell in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”

Temporary 
condemnation or 
defeat in battle

physical death and 
physical loss of 
property and 
possessions in the 
land as a result of 
divine judgment.

Joshua 1:8–9 (NKJV)
8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and 

night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For 
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 
9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

Or delivered from their present 
circumstances having been 
rejected by God, because of their 
corporate neglect and rejection of his 
word

John 1:14 (NKJV)
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 

the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

2 Peter 1:3–4 (NKJV)
3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 
4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that 

through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 

corruption that is in the world through lust.

God is speaking through Moses to a justified people on how to experience the 
richness of God’s blessing in this life

God is speaking 
through Moses to a 

justified people

Matthew 7:13–14 (NKJV)
13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is 
the gate and broad is the way that leads 
to destruction, and there are many who 
go in by it. 
14 Because narrow is the gate and 
difficult is the way which leads to life, and 
there are few who find it.

The sermon on the mount, Jesus is teaching His disciples

Guidelines for the king to rule by

Or delivered from their present 
circumstances having been 
rejected by God, because of their 
corporate neglect and rejection of his 
word

This righteousness it's not the same as imputed righteousness at justification, 

it is experiential righteousness
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