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Christians cannot be 
Possessed

Satan is the god of this world:

All mankind are born into and under the sway of the god of this world:

Satan is the god of this world:
Matthew 4:8–10 (NKJV)

8 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their glory. 

9 And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” 

10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only 
you shall serve.’ ”

John 12:31 (NKJV)

31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.

John 14:30 (NKJV)

30 I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me.

John 16:11 (NKJV)

11 of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

1 John 5:19 (NKJV)

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the 
wicked one.

Everyone is born in the domain of, and under the authority of Satan in 
the world system. 

As creatures who are spiritually dead, man is already in carnality. 

Examples in the gospels of children who were demon possessed. 

This is not the result of a volitional decision; it is not because they were going out and getting involved in the 
dark arts, the occult, at the age of two or three. 

It’s because they’re in the devil's world, and as such that can happen. 
However all the things that demons do are under God's authority. 
They can't do any more than His permissive will allows.

Human experience does not interpret scripture:

Deafening silence in all church age teaching books from Romans to Jude:

But Church age believers don't have to worry about demon possession:

Ask Sophie and Jude  to 
quote a Bible verse

Is the Bible our standard or human experience?

In the third century AD a Jewish rabbi identified 4 characteristics according to his opinion based on 
his experience, of someone who was demon possessed: 

1. they would walk about at night. 2. spending the night on a grave; 3. tearing one's clothes.  4. destroying 
what one is given. 

The 17th century Puritans had their list, according to their opinion based on their experience. 

1. If you think you are possessed, maybe you are; 2. if you lead a wicked life, if you are a sinner; 3. to be 
persistently ill; 4. if you fall into heavy sleep; 5. from vomiting up unusual objects—toads, serpents, worms, 
or artificial objects; 6. to blaspheme; 7. to make a pact with the devil; h) to be troubled with spirits; 8. to 
show a frightening or horrible countenance; 9. to be tired of living.  10. to be uncontrolled and violent; 11. to 
make sounds and movements like an animal.

Neither of those lists reflects any of the characteristics revealed in the demon possession narratives in the 
Scriptures.

According to Kurt Koch, who is considered to be an expert on the demonic. However once again what is 
the source of his knowledge on the subject? Its according to his opinion based on his experience: 

1. you can tell if a person is demon possessed if they are cursing, 2.if they are grinding their teeth, 3. suicide, 
4. if they are falling into trance. 5. If you are possessed by demons they emit a scornful laugh if they hear 
someone talk about the cross of Christ or the blood of Jesus.

 

We must not form our theology on some experience that someone has had. 

And so the question is raised: Can a Christian be demon possessed?

Chuck Swindoll wrote in his book on demonism. 

"Can a Christian be demonized? For a couple of years I questioned this, but now I am convinced it can occur. 
If a ground of entrance has been granted to the power of darkness; If you're playing with your Ouija board or 

tarot cards, or getting involved in séances, that opens you to the demonic. I would say that 
biblically if you are in carnality, and you are a spiritually dead unbeliever you have opened yourself to 
the demonic, because of your circumstances.

But he is saying that "If you have a ground of entrance such as trafficking in the occult, are in a habitual state 
of carnality, the demon sees this as a green light, an okay to proceed."

Hal Lindsey articulated the same position in his book, Satan is Alive and Well on Planet Earth.

But all of their arguments ultimately come down to this question of experience.  

 

Merrill Unger, a professor at Dallas Seminary and author of numerous books, failed to hold to the standard of 
biblical sufficiency. 

When he wrote his doctoral dissertation on demonology. It was published later as a book, Biblical 
Demonology. He argued very clearly in that book that Christians could not be demon possessed. 

But when he received a load of critical mail from Christian missionaries, some of whom he respected, who 

said they had been on the mission field and had had experience where people they knew were 
Christians who had manifested the characteristics of demon possession and they were demon possessed. Dr 
Unger later changed his original position.

Scriptural evidence shows there were only certain periods of time in 
Scriptural history that demon activity was overt: 

1. During the time of the incarnation of Christ, during His ministry on the earth. 
2. In the establishment of the church. 

From chapter 20 of Acts all the way through the book of Jude; New Testament teachings to the 

church are silent on the subject of demon possession.

3. the third period of time in which Overt demonic activity becomes prevalent again is in the 70th week of 
Daniel/ the seven years of great tribulation.

Biblical Evidence indicates the presence of the Holy Spirit is restraining 
excessive overt demonic activity:

Romans 8:31–39 (NKJV)
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all 
things? 

33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 

34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? 
36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to 
come, 

39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Thessalonians 2:3–12 (NKJV)

3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, 
and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 
4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God. 
5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 
6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 

7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 

8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of 
His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 
9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 
10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved.

What does the Bible say demon possession is ?

This world's system is saturated with demonic influence:

Matthew 8:28–33 (NKJV)

28 When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-possessed 
men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way. 

29 And suddenly they cried out, saying, “What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of 
God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?” 
30 Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many swine feeding. 

31 So the demons begged Him, saying, “If You cast us out, permit us to go away into the 
herd of swine.” 

32 And He said to them, “Go.” So when they had come out, they went into the herd of swine. And 

suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and perished in the water. 
33 Then those who kept them fled; and they went away into the city and told everything, including what had happened to the 
demon-possessed men.

Acts 16:16–18 (NKJV)

16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, 

who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 

17 This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High God, 
who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” 

18 And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I 

command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very 
hour.

Activities associated with Demons:

In this world's system it is often presented that if you go to a séance with someone who is bringing up the dead, that is 
demonic activity and you may walk out of there with a demon. 

Or you start reading horoscopes you may pick up a demon.

But demonic influence is everywhere. 

We are surrounded by demons and demonic influence all the time. There is demonic influence in the TV shows, 
Government, the propaganda news networks, video games people play, YouTube and social media; it is literally everywhere 
you look in this world. 

Demonic influence is the arrogant thinking of Satan, as we will see. 

It's not just the demonic voodoo black magic superstitions portrayed in films like The Exorcist, or bringing a doll 
home from Africa that has a demon attached to it, and now your house is haunted. That's all just a distraction from the greater 
demonic influence

Satan wants people to think that he is going to offer them happiness and joy and prosperity. 

All of this superstitious nonsense that is seen in films and in some Christian circles is just a diversion. 

Demonic influence is in all the other offers, of human religion, and happiness, and fun, and wealth that this world flashes 
in front of our eyes, in order to draw the Christian away from ever getting the word of God into their souls and becoming 
spiritually minded.

We have to go back and understand that there are certain activities that are associated with demonism that may give 
opportunity for demons to express themselves in divination and other such things. 

But when we look at some of the examples in the Scripture of a child that is being controlled by a demon, being thrown in 
the fire, that child was probably not going to the fortune teller and having his fortune told. He wasn't involved with a Ouija 
board. He had been demon possessed from a very young age, since infancy.

The fallen world is under the control of Satan. What opens people to the demonic is the fact that we 
are born spiritually dead and are under the power and enslaved to our sin nature.

Many of us come under the influence of demonism from the moment that we are born. 

There are things that happen that are the result of demon influence, for unbelievers that may lead to certain kinds of demon 
control or demonic possession. 

However evidently it is very very rare and not a major problem, because it is not even mentioned in any of the epistles in the 
New Testament. 

The Scripture is sufficient to teach us how to handle every problem. 

These church age epistles are written to teach Christians how to handle all the problems of life. If demon possession for 
Christians is the problem that many people today say it is, then why is the Bible so blaringly silent? 

If it was a problem it would be mentioned at least once in the epistles, but it is not mentioned at all. 

If it is not mentioned at all what we can conclude is, it is not an issue.
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But there's a basic principle when it comes to people being possessed 
or any other experience and that is that you interpret the experience 

by the teachings of the Bible.

We're not challenging the persons experience, only their 
interpretation of that experience.

However Christians can be influenced

Matthew 17:14–18 (NKJV)
14 And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to Him and saying, 

15 “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for he often falls into the fire 
and often into the water. 
16 So I brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him.” 
17 Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How 
long shall I bear with you? Bring him here to Me.” 

18 And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the 
child was cured from that very hour.

Mark 7:24–30 (NKJV)
24 From there He arose and went to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And He entered a house and wanted no 
one to know it, but He could not be hidden. 

25 For a woman whose young daughter had an unclean spirit heard about 
Him, and she came and fell at His feet. 

26 The woman was a Greek, a Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she kept asking Him to cast the 
demon out of her daughter. 
27 But Jesus said to her, “Let the children be filled first, for it is not good to take the children’s bread and 
throw it to the little dogs.” 
28 And she answered and said to Him, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the table eat from the 
children’s crumbs.” 

29 Then He said to her, “For this saying go your way; the demon has gone out of your 
daughter.” 

30 And when she had come to her house, she found the demon gone out, and her 
daughter lying on the bed.

All of these examples are based on human opinion 
which is based on human experience, which has no 
basis in the scripture.

However this is in direct contradiction to scriptural evidence. 

The scriptural evidence is, when confronted with the gospel, or Jesus they are 
forced to recognize the authority of God. 

They may not like it but they are forced to, and they are not disrespectful or 
blasphemous to Jesus when Jesus shows up.

We're not saying they didn't have an 
experience. 
But we are saying, the Bible should 
interpret experience, not the other 
way around

He uses the 
word 
“biblically”, 
without 
qualifying it 
with biblical 
evidence

What 
convinced 

him?

He took the bait, he was effectively distracted 

from God's word: all of that experiential 
evidence swayed him, proved his stand on 
scriptural evidence alone to be insufficient.

They can be oppressed due to demonic influence in this world system and have problems with Psychosis and neurosis,
where their mental faculties become compromised

If I only have an opinion about this subject, or for that matter any subject; then when 
new information comes along, my opinion can be changed. 

But if I hold to an absolute standard, that the word of God is what it says it is, that it 

sufficiently supplies for us everything for life and godliness; then it's 

no longer a week changeable opinion. 

Now I have an absolute That never changes

2 Peter 1:2–4 (NKJV)

2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 

3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,

4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, 

that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 
that is in the world through lust.

25.248 εἰρήνηb (eirēnē), 
ης f: a state of freedom 
from anxiety and inner 
turmoil—‘peace, 
freedom from worry.

These promises are accessible through the 
available knowledge

Anxiety and inner turmoil is due 
to a lack of absolute 
knowledge

Now I have an Absolute 
That Never Changes

God is omniscient  and now we have been made partakers of His nature

Acts 5:16 (NKJV)
16 Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who 

were tormented by unclean spirit, and they were all healed.

Acts 8:6–7 (NKJV)
6 And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles 
which he did. 

7 For unclean spirit, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were 

possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed.

Acts 16:16–18 (NKJV)

16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a 
spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 
17 This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High God, 
who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” 
18 And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you 

in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour.

Acts 19:12–16 (NKJV)
12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them 

and the evil spirits went out of them. 
13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over 

those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 
14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 

15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” 

16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed 
against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.

7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restraints will do 

so until He is taken out of the way. 
3668 μόνος (monos), η (ē), ον (on): adj. 
[see also 3667]; ≡ DBLHebr 4224 [4200 
+ 963]; Str 3441—1. LN 58.50 only one, 
the only entity in a class 

mmm

We have a historical account in the book of Acts of demonic activity

In chapters 20-28 there is no more mention of overt demonic activity

When experience becomes our standard for reality, then we have to make God's word conform to that reality

God's word must be more than another opinion 
we’ve adopted

Adam failed to submit to God's authoritative standard of revealed truth; he chose to trust his own opinion

Demonic habitation within a body

These demands 
respect and 
recognize Jesus 
authority over 
them

A lot of Christians have a hard time imagining certain types of sin in other 
Christians lives, a true Christian just does not do things like that; they must 

have a spirit of cursing or bitterness or hatred, lust, thievery, 

lying…….. 

So then they think they need to cast the spirit out of the individual; 

shifting the blame from the Christian going into extended carnality, to the 
devil made me do it

Acts 16:16 (NASB95)
16 It happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a 

slave-girl having a spirit of divination met us, 

who was bringing her masters much profit by fortune-telling.

Either you've said or you've heard it said that someone is possessed, but how do you know that?
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in our next study we will look at idle worship
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