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Positive in God-consciousness:

Distinguish between The Free 
Gift and Rewards

Saved from condemnation and the free gift of justification:

John 3:1–21 (NKJV)
1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that 
You do unless God is with him.” 

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.” 

9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?” 
10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things? 
11 Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness. 
12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. 
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life. 

17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

18 “He who believes in Him is not condemn; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. 

20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 

21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”

The result of following Jesus:

Human moral religious good yields uncertainty:

Matthew 19:16–30 (NKJV)

16 Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that 
I may have eternal life?” 

17 So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to 

enter into life, keep the commandments.” 
18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ 
‘You shall not bear false witness,’ 
19 ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” 

20 The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?” 

21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, followe Me.” 

22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

23 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 

24 And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 

25 When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 
26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

27 Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” 

28 So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man 

sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 
29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, 

for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. 

30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.

Be familiar with biblical terms:

Saved Contacts determines its meaning:

Phase 1. Saved from the penalty of sin
Phase 2. Saved from the power of sin
Phase 3. Saved from the presence of sin

2.28.21

Religious, moral, ethical, unsaved Nicodemus, in the secrecy of the darkness 
of night; being uncertain of his eternal status with God, comes to Jesus

This is what is known as a double entandre. 

You have to experience a second birth but 
the source of that second birth is from above. 

You can't do it on your own. Your righteousness is never going to be good enough. 
You can't do that which will get you into the kingdom of heaven, it has to be 
performed from above. 

It takes us back to the first chapter: John 1:13Open in Logos Bible Software (if 
available) NASB "who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God."

540 ἄνωθεν (anōthen): adv. of place; ≡ Str 509; TDNT 

1.378—1. LN 84.13 from above, often implying from 
heaven (Mt 27:51; Mk 15:38; Jn 3:3, 7, 31; 19:11, 23; Jas 
1:17; 3:15, 17+), for another interp, see next; 2. LN 67.55 
again, a repetition (Jn 3:3, 7; Gal 4:9+), for another interp, see 
prior; 3. LN 67.90 for a long time (Ac 26:5; Lk 1:3+); 4. LN 41.53 γεννάω 
ἄνωθεν (gennaō anōthen), be born again (Jn 3:3, 7+)

Conditional, you had nothing to do with your natural birth; 
and you can do nothing to accomplish the 
second birth, it must be from above

Gain eternal 
life

Gain eternal 
life

That which is born of the natural man, is natural or carnal; 
the source of this carnality is due to the fall of man

from above that which is born is the 
human spirit

The source of this new birth is not identifiable in the natural
Once again it's not of this world, there's nothing you can do to 

accomplish its outcome in the natural

Gain eternal 
life

God loved the world in this way

To be delivered from

There's only one condition to gain an eternal place in heaven with God and that is to believe, but it's not 
an empty belief that the worldly religions portray

John 3:20–21 (NASB95)
20 “For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his 
deeds will be exposed. 

21 “But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as 
having been wrought in God.”

Negative or Positive in God-consciousness

The Free Gift

Rewards

That which is necessary for stage 
1. salvation is very distinct and 
different from that which is 
necessary for stage 2. salvation.

Most churches do very bad job 
over the pulpit of distinguishing 
between the two, so there's great 
confusion in peoples minds when 
they read scripture, they are 
unable to draw the necessary 
distinction in order to develop 
sound doctrine

Religious, moral, ethical, saved Rich young ruler, similarly comes to Jesus 

with uncertainty. 

But unlike Nicodemus who was concerned that he may not have even gained 
eternal life; the rich young ruler seems to recognize that there must be more 
to eternal life than what he’s experiencing

mature believer. 

REWARDS

Ezekiel 20:11 (NKJV)
11 And I gave them My statutes and showed them My judgments, ‘which, if a man does, he shall live by them.’

Deuteronomy 4:1 (NKJV)
1 “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, that you may live, and 
go in and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers is giving you.

Deuteronomy 4:40 (NKJV)
40 You shall therefore keep His statutes and His commandments which I command you today, that it may go 
well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which the Lord 
your God is giving you for all time.”

Deuteronomy 5:33 (NKJV)
33 You shall walk in all the ways which the Lord your God has commanded you, that you may live and that it 
may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which you shall possess.

Leviticus 18:5 (NKJV)
5 You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, which if a man does, he shall live by them: I am the 
Lord.

Old testament perspective on experiencing eternal life

Jesus knowing the young man, gave him the list of all those things that he 
was doing religiously; then he identified the priority in the young man's 
life that made all those religious activities unrewardable

Are you correctly identified me as God

As the perfect law of liberty does, Jesus identified and commended the rich young ruler to remove from his 
life the priority that would keep him from gaining his reward. 

But it would cost him his love for this present world.

1 John 2:15 (NKJV)

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

Rewards:

Colossians 3:2 (NKJV)
2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

Matthew 7:13–14 (NKJV)

13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there 
are many who go in by it. 

14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which 

leads to life, and there are few who find it.

Every believer faces 
the same dilemma, 

but very few will deny 
themselves of this 

world’s comforts and 
treasures.

That's because the 
promises of God and 
the rewards eternal, 

are not as real to them 
as their present 

experience

TELEIOS; Does not mean flawless, or sinless perfection

Jesus is teaching us what type of works are Kingdom rewardable

The disciples thought the rich young ruler coupled with his testimony of 
good works was somebody, 

but Jesus says the first will be last 

Fall short of inheritance

Entering the kingdom is analogous to 
inheriting kingdom rewards

This is all about 

inheritance under 

the condition of following Jesus

Most Christians want to set their own terms for following 
Jesus, but they will be last

The humble hear the word of God, and do it.

Why do some Christians rebel against godly counsel?
Because they did not prepare their hearts to receive the word of God as Ezra did

Fall short of inheritance

Ezra 7:10 (NKJV)
10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do 
it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.

Many Christians are negative in God-consciousness, as 
was the rich young ruler;

When they hear the word of God, they bristle, they set 
their hearts saying nobody is going to tell me how to 
live my life
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