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Fellowship:

Divine Love, 
Recovering from Sin, 
Maintaining Fellowship, 
Confidence at the Judgment Seat of Christ

The importance of staying in fellowship/ abiding:

The basic theme is Fellowship with the doctrine of the apostles

1 John 1:1–10 (NKJV)
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled, concerning the Word of life—
2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was 
manifested to us—

3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 

Fellowship with God and staying in fellowship with God

5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 

6 If we say that we have 1.fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 

7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 2.fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 

cleanses us from all sin. 

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

1 John 2:1–29 (NKJV)

1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous. 

2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 
3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 
6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 

7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old 
commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. 
8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true 
light is already shining. 
9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 

10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 

11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has 
blinded his eyes. 

Stages of spiritual growth, and advancement from spiritual infancy to spiritual adulthood:

12 I write to you, little children, Because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake. 
13 I write to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, Because you have 
overcome the wicked one. I write to you, little children, Because you have known the Father. 
14 I have written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, Because 
you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, And you have overcome the wicked one. 

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 
17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by 
which we know that it is the last hour. 
19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out 
that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 
21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 
22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 
23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 
24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you 

also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 

25 And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life. 
26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 
27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same 

anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. 

The main message:

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence 
and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 
29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him. 

1 John 3:1–24 (NKJV)

1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does 
not know us, because it did not know Him. 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is 
pure. 
4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 

5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 

6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 

7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 

8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 
10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is 

he who does not love his brother. 

11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 
12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and 
his brother’s righteous. 
13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 

14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides 

in death. 
15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God 
abide in him? 

18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 

19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 
20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 

21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 
22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 

23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us 
commandment. 
24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the 

Spirit whom He has given us. 

1 John 4:1–19 (NKJV)
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world. 
2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 
3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, 
which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 
4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 
6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit 
of error. 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through Him. 

10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 

13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 

14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 
15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 

16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in 

God, and God in him. 

17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; 
because as He is, so are we in this world. 

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made 

perfect in love. 

19 We love Him because He first loved us.

Jesus initiates the message teaching the believer to maintain fellowship/
abide in Him:

John 15:1–11 (NKJV)
1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 
2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 
4 abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 

abide in Me. 

5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and 

they are burned. 
7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 

8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 

10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, 

just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 

11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.

Eternal rewards/benefits/inheritances are based on our spiritual growth, after recovering 

from sin:

Paul is talking to believers, those who have been justified:

Galatians 5:16–26 (NKJV)

16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 
17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that 
you wish. 
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lewdness, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 

21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; 

of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will 
not inherit the kingdom of God. 

The manifestations of the fruits of the Spirit in the believer who walks 
by means of the Spirit:
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

1 Corinthians 6:1–11 (NASB95)
1 Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous and not before the saints? 
2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law 
courts? 
3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more matters of this life?

4 So if you have law courts dealing with matters of this life, do you appoint them as judges who are of no account in the church? 
5 I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not among you one wise man who will be able to decide between his brethren, 
6 but brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers? 
7 Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? 

8 On the contrary, you yourselves wrong and defraud. You do this even to your brethren.

9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 

Do not be deceived fellow believers; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 

10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 

11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, 

but you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.

1 Corinthians 3:10–15 (NKJV)

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let 
each one take heed how he builds on it. 

11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 
13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what 
sort it is. 
14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 
15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

The Overcomer:

The bride of Christ:

Revelation 19:7–10 (NKJV)

7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made 
herself ready.” 

8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the 
righteous acts of the saints. 
9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, 
“These are the true sayings of God.” 
10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your 
brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

Revelation 20:4–6 (NKJV)
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those 
who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, 
and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand 
years. 

5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

Revelation 19:14 (NKJV)

14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses.

Psalm 110:3 (NKJV)

3 Your people shall be volunteers In the day of Your power; 

In the beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning, You have the dew of Your youth.

6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the 
water of life freely to him who thirsts. 

7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be

 My son. 

8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall 

have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

The main message in 1 John:

Mature from off-again on-again walk, to abiding in Him:

1 John 2:28–29 (NKJV)

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence 
and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 
29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him. 

5.23.21

SHAME AT THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST FOR THOSE WHO CHOOSE NOT TO RECOVER FROM SIN
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It's only when we continue in fellowship that we grow to maturity

To him who overcomes
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Three parts to 
the introduction

Biblically defined Fellowship, is very 
closely related to Biblically defined Love

3531 μένω (menō): vb.; ≡ 
Str 3306; TDNT 4.574—1. LN 
85.55 stay, remain, 
abide

3126 κοινωνία (koinōnia), 
ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 
2842; TDNT 3.797—1. LN 34.5 
fellowship, close mutual 
association

Whatever else John 
says about sin, it's 
not going to change 
this reality

The believer must mature 
to the level of loving God 
and loving one another, if 
he's going to be 
confident at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ

Primary command

Walking by faith and not by sight is the principle for the spiritual life; it is 
trust in God’s Word.

2 Corinthians 5:6–11 (NKJV)
6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the 
Lord. 
7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. 

9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 
may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 
11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I 
also trust are well known in your consciences.

Romans 14:11–12 (NKJV)
11 For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, Every knee 
shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to 
God.” 
12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.

It's not a blind empty faith

1 John 2:28 (NASB95)
28 Now, little children, abide in 
Him, so that when He appears, we 
may have confidence and not 
shrink away from Him in shame at 
His coming.

Faith means that the Word of God is more real to us than our experience, 
feelings, our circumstances; and if the Word of God is more real to us than the 
events of our lives then we are walking by faith and not by sight.

Because our focus is on heaven we want to be there, but we know that we must 
first prepare while we are here.

We are developing our capacity to function in our priestly role in the millennial reign 
of Christ; 

and we are developing our capacity to appreciate the blessings and benefits and 
inheritances of eternity.

How well we do is going to determine our millennial position, and the depth of our 
ability to function internally

Continues 
through 
chapter 4:19

You believers, walk 
in the Spirit and 
you won't be doing 
these things

This is an example not an exhaustive list

and what the 
manifestations of the sin 
nature are in the believer

Does that mean the same thing as entering into heaven

Those who choose not to overcome, 
who have a continuing practice of living 
for the desires of the flesh will forfeit 
inheritance

Believers have a destiny in the millennial kingdom related to judgment:

plural

second 
person 
plural

The following are the same manifestations of the sinful nature as was 
described in our previous verse in Galatians. 

this is what the sinful nature produces in the believer when he walks in 
the flesh

This is a sample not an exhaustive list

second person plural

second 
person 
plural

you all 
1 Corinthians 3:3–4 (NKJV)

3 for you are still carnal. For where there are 
envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you 
not carnal and behaving like mere men? 
4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and 
another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not 

carnal?
4920 σαρκικός (sarkikos), ή (ē), όν 
(on): adj.; ≡ Str 4559; TDNT 7.98—1. 
LN 26.8 human, pertaining to what is 
human (2Co 1:12+; Heb 7:16 v.r. 
NA26); 2. LN 79.1 material, physical (Ro 
15:27; 1Co 9:11; 2Co 10:4+); 3. LN 
79.4 natural characteristics of a 
human 

They're living according to the sin nature, 
the Greek word for the sin nature is, sarks

Earlier Paul referred to the Corinthians as carnal

the entire 
congregation at 

Corinthians

A Minority 
have 

overcome the 
flash

and are advancing spiritually

They were all washed 
sanctified and justified, 

but only some of them were 
advancing to spiritual maturity.

Paul's caution to each individual in the church is that they should be very 
careful to make doctrine the highest priority in life.

Because if he doesn’t, he's going to lose eternal rewards, 

inheritances and benefits.

1 John 3:18 (NKJV)
18 My little children, let us not love in word or 

in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

John told us not to just talk about it, 
but to do the word of God, and James 
said if you don't do it your faith is dead

mmm

what do we do in response to future confident expectation ?
We learn to maintain fellowship/ abide in Him

Learning to maintain fellowship/abide in Him, is a reoccurring message throughout the New Testament

Revelation 3:5–6 (NKJV)

5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I 
will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father 
and before His angels. 

6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’

the overcomer is not a believer, it's a classification of believers
It's a minority of believers who chose to confess their sin, and then maintain fellowship; not just to talk scripture but to know 

and to love them…….

Tribulation saintschurch age overcomers

The church age believer needs a constant cleansing of 
1 John 1:9 in order to function in the area of his 

priesthood. 
Just like the old testament priesthood they had to use 

the laver to wash their hands and feet before they enter 
the temple

These are the volunteers who are serving of free will, they are the overcomers

3538 μέρος (meros), ους (ous), τό (to): n.neu.; ≡ 

Str 3313; TDNT 4.594—1. LN 63.14 part, in 
contrast to the whole

meros has to do with receiving a share it was a technical word used in 
legal documents at the time to indicate the share or portion that was 
designated to an heir in terms of his inheritance. 

It is not talking about the person; it is talking about his share. 

In this case the share is not going to go to the believer, but because the 
believer was not an overcomer his share/ his portion is going to the lake 
of fire; in other words it is going to be an eternal loss of inheritance.

All the benefits, the blessings and privileges associated with his 
inheritance; he will be lacking eternally

3099 κληρονομέω (klēronomeō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 3769, 5706; Str 
2816; TDNT 3.767—1. LN 57.131 receive, gain possession (Mt 5:5; Heb 6:12); 
2. LN 57.138 inherit, transfer land or possessions 
from a parent to a child or a descendant

The subject is 
inheritance

Revelation 21:6–8 (NKJV)

We do not need human methods to recover from sin, 

2 Peter 1:3 (NKJV)

3 … His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,

EUSEBEIA has to do with the new life 
we have in relationship with God, 
and showing loyalty to Him through 
obedience to His Word, so we can 
fulfill what God intended us to be.

2354 εὐσέβεια (eusebeia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): 
n.fem.; ≡ Str 2150; TDNT 7.175—1. LN 53.1 
religion (nab, njb), i.e., the devout practice and 
appropriate beliefs of God; (most versions) 
godliness
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