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Man was to  inherit  the earth under God’s authority:

The earth was to be under man's rule; and under man's authority it shall 
be!!!

God’s methods to accomplish His will, far exceeds anything that man can imagine:

Isaiah 55:7–13 (NKJV)
7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the Lord, And He will have mercy on him; And 
to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 

The superiority of God:
8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord. 
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it 
may give seed to the sower And bread to the eater, 

Absolute certainty in God's word:
11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in 
the thing for which I sent it. 

The curse is going to be rolled back when The Man Christ Jesus takes possession of all things:
12 “For you shall go out with joy, And be led out with peace; The mountains and the hills Shall break forth 
into singing before you, And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree, And instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle 
tree; And it shall be to the Lord for a name, For an everlasting 
sign that shall not be cut off.”

The man Christ Jesus, the only begotten Son:

Sonship &  inheritance  :

Hebrews 1:1–14 (NKJV)
1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 

2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also 

He made the worlds; 

3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His 

power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, 

4 having become so much better than the angels, as He has by  inheritance  obtained a more 

excellent name than they. 

5 For to which of the angels did He ever say: “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You”? And again: “I 

will be to Him a Father, And He shall be to Me a Son”? 

6 But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: “Let all the angels of God worship Him.” 
7 And of the angels He says: “Who makes His angels spirits And His ministers a flame of fire.” 

8 But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your 
kingdom. 
9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness 
more than Your companions.” 
10 And: “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 
11 They will perish, but You remain; And they will all grow old like a garment; 
12 Like a cloak You will fold them up, And they will be changed. But You are the same, And Your years will not fail.” 
13 But to which of the angels has He ever said: “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool”? 

14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will  inherit  salvation?

2 different  heirships :

Inheritance as a permanent Possession:

In the old testament Inheritance referred to the ownership of property especially property passed 
down from one generation to another. 

That property is protected in the Mosaic law. 

Every tribe, clan, and family is given a certain amount of property that they can not get rid of.

If they have to sell it to get out of debt, when the sabbatical year came around everything reverted to its 
original owner.

Numbers 36:2–8 (NKJV)

2 And they said: “The Lord commanded my lord Moses to give the land as an inheritance by lot to the children of Israel, and my lord was 

commanded by the Lord to give the inheritance of our brother Zelophehad to his daughters. 
3 Now if they are married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of Israel, then their inheritance will be taken from the inheritance of 

our fathers, and it will be added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they marry; so it will be taken from the lot of our inheritance. 

4 And when the Jubilee of the children of Israel comes, then their inheritance will be added to the inheritance of the tribe into which 

they marry; so their inheritance will be taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.” 
5 Then Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the word of the Lord, saying: “What the tribe of the sons of Joseph speaks is right. 

6 This is what the Lord commands concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, ‘Let them marry whom they think best, but they may 
marry only within the family of their father’s tribe.’ 

7 So the inheritance of the children of Israel shall not change hands from tribe to tribe, for every one of the children of Israel shall 

keep the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. 

This is an issue if you have daughters.  What if they marry outside the tribe?

8 And every daughter who possesses an inheritance in any tribe of the children of Israel shall be the wife of one of the family of her father’s 

tribe, so that the children of Israel each may possess the inheritance of his fathers.

2 classes of church age believers in the Kingdom

When Paul speaks of us being heirs with Christ, he’s talking about ownership. We have ownership 
rights within the kingdom. We have co-ruling and co-reigning rights within the kingdom.  
This is a special privilege.  That automatically implies that there are two classes of Church 
Age believers in the kingdom.

The biblical use of these words; inheritance, property, possession, and 
ownership, they are virtually interchangeable ideas

In the old testament just because you were in the kingdom, did not mean that you possessed the 
kingdom.

That's why a 10% tithe went to support the Levites.

Certain categories of people lived in the land legally, but did not own the land; they were 
sojourners, and strangers; they could not own the land:

Genesis 17:14 (NKJV)

14 And the uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be 
cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”

Numbers 14:24 (NKJV)

24 But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land 

where he went, and his descendants shall inherit it.

Remember, Caleb and Joshua were two of the 12 spies that spied out the land.  They were the 
only two that understood that their marching orders were to go on a long-range reconnaissance 
patrol to analyze the enemy's fortifications and to come back and make an accurate plan of 
attack.  

It wasn't to see if they could conquer them but to understand how they were going to do it.  God 
already said that they were going to do it.  

Everybody else because they didn't have ears to hear, they thought that God wanted them to go 
to see if they could do it.  

If you don't have a high enough regard for scripture to interpret the Word correctly, you are 
going to end up forfeiting rewards. 

My son, My firstborn, indicates Heirship:

Exodus 4:22–23 (NKJV)

22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Israel is My son, 
My firstborn. 

23 So I say to you, let My son go that he may serve Me. But if 

you refuse to let him go, indeed I will kill your son, your firstborn.” ’ ”

Though not everyone has possession in the land in the old testament as 
an inheritance, they all have God as a possession and an inheritance

Psalm 142:5 (NKJV)
5 I cried out to You, O Lord: I said, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.

Psalm 73:26 (NKJV)
26 My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.

From the Old Testament we get this double-tier of inheritance - 

1.a special privilege for those who trusted the Lord and carried out His commands and then 

2.a lower level of inheritance that is for everybody that did not prepare their hearts to seek the 
law of the Lord and to do it.

So in the first category of inheritance, 
all children are heirs of God, and have place in the kingdom.

In the second category of inheritance, 
only obedient children become mature sons of God, and thus receive 
inheritance/ possess the kingdom

Inheritance is part of being in the family:

Heirship is rooted in the essence of his Sonship:

Matthew 21:33–38 (NKJV)

33 “Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, 
dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. 
34 Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. 
35 And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. 
36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them. 

37 Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They 
will respect my son.’ 

38 But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and 

seize his inheritance.’

Galatians 4:1 (NKJV)

1 Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all,

6.13.21

Ezra 7:10 (NKJV)

10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the 

Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in 
Israel.

The same message to the justified believer 
is consistent throughout Scripture

Genesis 1:26–29 (NKJV)

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over 
all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female 
He created them. 
28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and 
subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.” 
29 And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the 
earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food.

God's purpose, for man 
was dominion, and 
blessing 

Man is not equal to, but superior to animals; he is to use them responsibly

To the believer 
He says

Context:
Who’s being addressed?

Psalm 2:7–12 (NKJV)

7 “I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 

8 Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your  inheritance , And the ends of the earth for 

Your possession. 
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ ” 
10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings; Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 
11 Serve the Lord with fear, And rejoice with trembling. 

12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, And you perish in the way, When His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are 
all those who put their trust in Him.

Romans 8:12–17 (NKJV)
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 
13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 
you will live. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom 
we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

17 and if children, then heirs—1.heirs of God, AND 2.joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer 
with Him, that 
we may also be 
glorified together.

Judgment in time,

the death like experience 
of an unbeliever

Walking by means of the Spirit

Ephesians 5:18
Colossians 3:16

A technical term, meaning 
mature son

Being clothed in pure 
white/ righteous acts of 
the saints

Incorrect punctuation

Correct punctuation

tithēmi

aorist, active, indicative

Luke 20:42–43 (NKJV)
42 Now David himself said in the Book of Psalms: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 
43 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’

Jesus is sitting at the right hand of the Father, waiting for the appointed 
time (which is at the end of the great tribulation); where are He will initiate 

His  inheritance  of all things with the sword of His mouth

A quote from Psalm 110

The timing

3101 κληρονόμος (klēronomos), ου (ou), ὁ (ho): 
n.masc.; ≡ DBLHebr 3769; Str 2818; TDNT 3.767—1. LN 
57.133 receiver (Jas 2:5), for another interp, see next; 2. LN 
57.139 heir, one who gets the inheritance 
(Mk 12:7)

It has the idea of possession and ownership

Romans 8:17 (NKJV)

17 and if children, then heirs—1.heirs of God, AND       2.joint heirs with Christ, 

if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

Paul is saying that we have ownership rights within the kingdom

This passage clearly indicates 2 classes of church age believers in 
the Kingdom

1 Corinthians 3:14–15 (NKJV)
14 1.If anyone’s work which he 
has built on it endures, he will 
receive a reward. 
15 2.If anyone’s work is burned, 
he will suffer loss; but he himself 
will be saved, yet so as through 
fire.

Numbers 18:20 (NKJV)

20 Then the Lord said to Aaron: “You shall have no inheritance in their land, nor shall you have 
any portion among them; I am your portion and your inheritance among the children of Israel.

Numbers 18:23–24 (NKJV)

23 But the Levites shall perform the work of the tabernacle of meeting, and they shall bear their iniquity; it 
shall be a statute forever, throughout your generations, that among the children of Israel they shall have no 

inheritance. 
24 For the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer up as a heave offering to the Lord, I have given to the 

Levites as an inheritance; therefore I have said to them, ‘Among the children of Israel they shall have 

no inheritance. ’ ”

Inheritance was potential on the basis of grace, the realization and enjoyment of 
inheritance was contingent on obedience and spiritual growth.

Joshua 14:8–9 (NKJV)
8 Nevertheless my brethren who went up with me made the heart of the 
people melt, but I wholly followed the Lord my God. 
9 So Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the land where your foot 
has trodden shall be your inheritance and your children’s 

forever, because you have wholly followed 
the Lord my God.’

He would forfeit his inheritance

Our goal is to understand inheritance through the 
context of its use in Scripture

The entire generation with the exception of Caleb and Joshua, forfeited 

the inheritance due the firstborn.

In Israel every son received an inheritance.

But the first born received a double blessing if they had obeyed God.

But because they disobeyed they forfeited the blessing of the firstborn; salvation 
is not lost, but they lost the enjoyment of their inheritance

Romans 8:17 (NKJV)

17 and if children, then heirs—1.heirs of God, AND       2.joint heirs with Christ, 

if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

The purpose of the conditional 
clause is to show that some will 
forfeit their inheritance

3101 κληρονόμος (klēronomos), ου (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 3769; Str 2818; TDNT 3.767—1. LN 57.133 receiver (Jas 
2:5), for another interp, see next; 2. LN 57.139 heir, one who 
gets the inheritance (Mk 12:7)

Hebrews 2:10 (NKJV)
10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings.

James 1:2–4 (NKJV)
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 

3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 
4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking nothing.

God tests us, so that we will exercise His methods, to 

prepare us for inheritance

Two categories of Heirship
And their relation to how sin is dealt with in two stages, 

according to Bible doctrine

Two Categories of Believers 
in the Kingdom

mmm

God's original 
purpose for man 

will be fulfilled in 
the man Christ Jesus 
when He inherits all 

things

heir of all things

They are commissioned to serve Church Age believers those who “will inherit salvation”. 

Those who are in training to rule and reign with Jesus Christ. 

This is the basis of guardian angels for believers.  Matthew 18: 6–11 (NKJV)

The law of inheritance shows that once inherited; it can never be lost

if

Example: 
the Levites

Example: 
Uncircumcised

The same thing can happen 
to believers today in the 

church age.

When God told Adam to possess the earth; that is 
precisely what's going to be accomplished

When God told Adam to possess the 
earth; that is precisely what's going to 
happen

6.24.21

Sin in relation to inheritance

Sin in relation to inheritance

Sin in relation to inheritance
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