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How is the day of the Lord used in the Old Testament ?

The Day of the Lord 
 The 

 Day of 

Wrath

The New Testament gets its meaning from 
the O. T. use of the phrase:

Isaiah 2:1–22 (NASB95)
1 The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2 Now it will come about that In the last days That the mountain of the house of the Lord Will be 
established as the chief of the mountains, 
And will be raised above the hills; 

And all the nations will stream to it. 

3 And many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; 
That He may teach us concerning His ways And that we may walk in His paths.” For the law will go forth from Zion And 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they 
learn war.

5 Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
6 For You have abandoned Your people, the house of Jacob, Because they are filled with influences from the east, And they 
are soothsayers like the Philistines, And they strike bargains with the children of foreigners. 
7 Their land has also been filled with silver and gold And there is no end to their treasures; Their land has also been filled 
with horses And there is no end to their chariots. 
8 Their land has also been filled with idols; They worship the work of their hands, That which their fingers have made. 
9 So the common man has been humbled And the man of importance has been abased, But do not forgive them. 

10 Enter the rock and hide in the dust From the terror of the Lord and from the splendor of His majesty. 
11 The proud look of man will be abased And the loftiness of man will be humbled, And the Lord alone will be exalted 

in that day. 

12 For the Lord of hosts will have a day of reckoning Against everyone who is proud and lofty And Against everyone 
who is lifted up, That he may be abased. 
13 And it will be against all the cedars of Lebanon that are lofty and lifted up, Against all the oaks of Bashan, 
14 Against all the lofty mountains, Against all the hills that are lifted up, 
15 Against every high tower, Against every fortified wall, 
16 Against all the ships of Tarshish And against all the beautiful craft. 
17 The pride of man will be humbled And the loftiness of men will be abased; And the Lord alone will be exalted 

in that day, 
18 But the idols will completely vanish. 
19 Men will go into caves of the rocks And into holes of the ground Before the terror of the Lord And the splendor of His 

majesty, When He arises to make the earth tremble. 

20 in that day men will cast away to the moles and the bats Their idols of silver and their idols of gold, Which they 
made for themselves to worship, 
21 In order to go into the caverns of the rocks and the clefts of the cliffs Before the terror of the Lord And the splendor of 

His majesty,  When He arises to make the earth 
tremble.

22 Stop regarding man, whose breath of life is in his nostrils; For why should he be esteemed?

The following correlates with Revelation 17 and 18’s judgment on 
Babylon:
Isaiah 13:1–13 (NASB95)

1 The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw. 
2 Lift up a standard on the bare hill, Raise your voice to them, Wave the hand that they may enter the doors of the nobles. 

3 I have commanded My consecrated ones, I have even called My mighty warriors, My proudly exulting ones, To execute My anger. 

4 A sound of tumult on the mountains, Like that of many people! A sound of the uproar of kingdoms, Of nations gathered together! The Lord 
of hosts is mustering the army for battle. 

5 They are coming from a far country, From the farthest horizons, The Lord and His instruments of indignation, To 
destroy the whole land.

6 Wail, for the day of the Lord is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty. 
7 Therefore all hands will fall limp, And every man’s heart will melt. 

8 They will be terrified, Pains and anguish will take hold of them; They will writhe like a woman in labor, They will look at 
one another in astonishment, Their faces aflame. 

9 Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, Cruel, with fury and burning anger, To make the land a desolation; And He will exterminate its 
sinners from it. 

10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will not flash forth 
their light; The sun will be dark when it rises And the moon will not 
shed its light. 

11 Thus I will punish the world for its evil And the wicked for their iniquity; I will also put an end to the arrogance of the proud And abase the 
haughtiness of the ruthless. 
12 I will make mortal man scarcer than pure gold And mankind than the gold of Ophir. 

13 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, And the earth will be shaken 
from its place At the fury of the Lord of hosts In the day of His burning anger.

The day of wrath:

O.T.
Job 21:30 (NKJV)

30 For the wicked are reserved for the day of doom; They shall be brought out on the day of wrath.
Job 20:28 (NKJV)

28 The increase of his house will depart, And his goods will flow away in the day of His wrath.
Psalm 110:5 (NKJV)

5 The Lord is at Your right hand; He shall execute kings in the day of His wrath.
Ezekiel 7:19 (NKJV)
19 ‘They will throw their silver into the streets, And their gold will be like refuse; Their silver and their gold will not be able to deliver them In 

the day of the wrath of the Lord; They will not satisfy their souls, Nor fill their stomachs, Because it became their stumbling block of 
iniquity.
Zephaniah 1:18 (NKJV)

18 Neither their silver nor their gold Shall be able to deliver them In the day of the Lord’s wrath; But the whole land shall be devoured 
By the fire of His jealousy, For He will make speedy riddance Of all those who dwell in the land.
Ezekiel 22:24 (NKJV)

24 “Son of man, say to her: ‘You are a land that is not cleansed or rained on in the day of indignation.’
Zephaniah 2:2 (NKJV)

2 Before the decree is issued, Or the day passes like chaff, Before the Lord’s fierce anger comes upon you, Before the day of the Lord’s 
anger comes upon you!

N.T.
Romans 2:5 (NKJV)

5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God,
Revelation 6:17 (NKJV)

17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”

The broadest use of the phrase “The day of the Lord”, refers to: 

Seven Years of Great Tribulation,
Daniel's seventieth week

1st. In a narrow sense, the phrase “The day of the Lord” would point to 
that moment when Jesus returns to fight for Israel and cleanse the earth 
for His kingdom reign:

Revelation 19:11–16 (NKJV)
11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in 

righteousness He judges and makes war. 
12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except 
Himself. 
13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 
14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 
15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with 
a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 

16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS
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Wrath2
The wrath of God

The wrath of the Lamb
additional phrases that allude to that 
day—

that day, 
on that day, 
the day, 
the great day of the Lord
the Day of the Lord's anger 
the day of intense wrath

The Day of the Lord is a time of God's special interposing into 
the course of human history to establish His rule on the earth

However all these terms that do reference Daniel's 70th week, 
have as their fulfillment 

the return of the King of kings and Lord of lords, to establish His kingdom on the earth

The term "the day of the Lord" refers to a time of God's special intervention 
into the course of world events: 

to judge His enemies, 
to accomplish His purpose for history, 
to purify the earth of the wicked
and thereby demonstrate who He is as the sovereign God of the universe. 

When the Son of Man returns, He is establishing His rule over the earth, having been 
given the kingdom by the Father. 

Emphasizing Christ's position of authority over all of humanity;

When He arrives 
He will be King over all kings of the earth,
and He will be Lord over all lords of the earth.

That's the point, He's coming to rule the earth, and subdue it

all synonymous terms

Mount Zion, the temple mount

this "mountain" is not the present temple mount. 

The future temple is around one mile 
square, so it's very large.

a call to Jacob 
(meaning all Israel) 
to walk faithful, in 
light of the future 
that will come

What the millennial 
kingdom will be like 
for Israel

Looking beyond the 
immediate to that 
future day of 
judgment

That Day

That Day

present day

Beginning with 
the end result 
of the earth’s 

cleansing 

Revelation 6:12–14 (NASB95)

12 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there 
was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth 
made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood; 
13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its 
unripe figs when shaken by a great wind. 
14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every 
mountain and island were moved out of their places.

15 Then the kings of the earth and the great men 
and the commanders and the rich and the strong 

and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves 
and among the rocks of the mountains; 

16 and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us 

and hide us from the presence of Him who 
sits on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb; 

17 for the great day of their wrath has 
come, and who is able to stand?”

Bashan

Today it is the 
Golan Heights

Lebanon

Very similar language used 
describing the very same Day of 
the Lord

Matthew 24:3–8 (NKJV)

3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, 

“Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 

4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 
5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 

6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, 

pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

This is the first time a reference to this analogy of labor pains describing all of the 
suffering and horrors that go with the day of the Lord. 

The picture is that something is being born, and before this new thing can come into 
existence there is going to be a time of unprecedented suffering as if the earth is 
in labor to give birth to this new thing. 

The new thing that is coming is the Messianic kingdom, 
but first there has to be this judgment and the earth first must be purified

Celestial bodies will be hidden from view due to the geological upheaval such 
as worldwide earthquakes, volcanoes and flaming astroids bombarding the 

earth, and likely wind storms the world has never seen.

These total blackouts will occur more than once as God’s judgments are 
poured out upon the earth

The result of the entire earth quaking will 
be that it is moved from its orbit

Revelation 8:7 (NKJV)

7 The first trumpet angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they 
were thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was 
burned up.

Revelation 9:18 (NKJV)

18 By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed—by the fire and the smoke 
and the brimstone which came out of their mouths.

Revelation 11:19 (NKJV)
19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His 

temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.

Revelation 16:17–21 (NKJV)
17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the 
temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 

18 And there were noises and thunderings and 

lightnings; and there was a great 
earthquake, such a mighty and 
great earthquake as had not 
occurred since men were on the 
earth. 
19 Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great 
Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His 
wrath. 
20 Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 

21 And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. 
Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly 
great.

5418 ταλαντιαῖος (talantiaios), α (a), ον (on): adj.; ≡ Str 
5006—LN 86.5 weighing a talent, pertaining to a weight 

varying from about 57 to 80 American lbs.
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“The day of the Lord” is not a technical phrase;
It is not used exclusively pointing to Daniel's 70th week

However It’s primary use is synonymous with Daniel's 70th week

Some of these terms are sometimes used pointing to previous times of 
God’s judgment. They don't always point to Daniel's 70th week

The purpose of Daniel's 70th week:

1. To humble Israel and the gentiles to 
Believe in Christ the King, by preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom
2. To give one last opportunity for all 
who dwell on the earth to believe in the 
King who is soon to come and establish 
His Kingdom on earth
3. To judge the wicked of the earth and
to cleanse the earth of prideful man/the 
wicked and rebellious
4. To establish Christ the King's 
authority over the whole earth as His 
domain; with the earth having been 
cleansed of the wicked, only the 
righteous will enter the thousand year 
reign of Jesus Christ the King

qal — In Biblical Hebrew, ‘stem’ 
refers to the relationship of the 
verb’s subject to the action of the 
verb. That is, stems convey 
grammatical ‘voice’ relationships. 
The qal is the unmarked stem; 
it has no nuanced meaning per 
se.

2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV)

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness,

Joshua 10:13 (NKJV)
13 So the sun stood still, And the moon 
stopped, Till the people had revenge 
Upon their enemies. Is this not written in 
the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still 
in the midst of heaven, and did not 
hasten to go down for about a whole 
day.

Joshua's battle at Gibeon
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Evening

Morning
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